BRITTEN'S
“LUCRETIA”

‘Small-scale Opera

LYNDEBOURNE Opera
House, in Sussex, famous
before the war for its pro-
ductions of Mozart and Verdi
operas, re-opened last July as an
opera house after six years as a
London County Council nursery school.
Things were different. Prices were
lower, fewer people were in evening
dress, and the operatic fare was Ben-
jamin Britten's small-cast opera The
Rape of Lucretia. The most expensive
seats (formerly £2/2/-) now cost 25/-,
dinner costs 7/6 instead of 10/6 and
the wine which always accompanied
it has mostly gone—15,000 bottles of
it were sold by the owner John Christie
in 1942,

News Review, reporting the re-opening,
says that the critics were mostly pleased
with Britten’s new opera—his second.
Its libretto is by the farmer-poet Ronald
Duncan (for whose play This Way to
the Tomb Britten wrote choral music
in 1945) and is described in the pro-
gramme as being “after the play Le Viol
de Lucréce by André Obey, and based
on the works of Livy, Shakespeare,
Nathaniel Lee, Thomas Heywood, and
F. Ponsrad.”

The Rape of Lucretia is opera on a
small scale, having about the same re-
lation to standard opera as a string
quartet has to a symphony orchestra.
It has a small cast,\a small orchestra,
and twe undramatised figures who act
as Chorus (in the Greek, not the opera-
tic sense.)

“A New Form”

The Daily Telegraph said it maude a
deeper impression than Peter Grimes
(Britten’s first opera) and The Times,
which was less enthusiastic about it,
said that “a new form in which the
age-old balance of music and drama
is struck anew” had been created. In
the Observer, Cecil Gray called the
opera “powerful and effective.”

Not long after the opening at Glynde-
bourne itself, the company went on tour
for the first time-—heading first for the
provinces and then for "the Contjnant.

News Review says there was only
one point of similarity between the sea-
son and Glyndebourne precedent-—the
work was rehearsed extensively. There
were 16 members in the company, under
the producer Eric Crozier, and they
worked hard beforehend in the big
music room, the morning room, and the
tea-rooms (all equipped with grand
pianos).

Crozier was oncée with the Sadler’s
Wells opera company (with the tenor,
Peter Pears, and the soprano, Joan
Cross), but he had broken away because
of prolonged trouble which came to a
head when Peter Grimes was produced.
Though that opera had been a tre-
mendous success, the Sadler’s Wells ad-
ministration decided not to include it in

the standard repertory, There followed
a series of what Scott Goddard (music
critic to the News Chronicle) called “in-
ternecine jealousies worthy of the Min.
istry of Information at its best.” The
new Glyndebourne Opera Company ap-
pears to owe its origin in part to those
TOWS.

SUNDAY afternoon concerts, includ- |

ing organ, vocal and instrumental
items, broadcast from the Wellington
Town Hall by 2YA at 3.0 p.m. have
been so popular that they will prob-
ably become a regular feature of the
Sunday programmes,

NOVELS OF IMPORTANCE

BRIGHT DAY, J. B. Priestley, 11/9 posted. This new novel will rank among the aquthor's
best. The characters are startlingly alive, the background topical, the story human
end compalling.

THAT motoqs STRENGTH, C. §. Lewls, 11/- postad. The author of The Screwtape
Letters gives us a new full-dress novel which seems likely to find an even wider
reading public.

GR!AT _SON, Edna Ferber, 10/9 posted. The great days of the pioneering spirit are
vividly brought to lifa in this story of a foamily in the Américan North-West,

BUDDENBRO_OKS, T!uom_n Mann, 23/- posted. A new printing of this famous literary
masterpiece which is at once a work of art and o unique record of a period,
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MonEnN BOOKS ‘A MANNERS STREET,

WELLINGTON, C.1,, N.Z2.

Model 6 — £18-10-0. in Brown, Ivory, Red
or Green plastic shades.
Height: 6}*;  Width: 8}"; Depth: 6}

Model 4 “Cainshorough™ — £22-0-0,
Height: 84*;  Width: 14";

Depth: 7%

Width: 10§"; Depth: 7%,

THE purpose of Colummbus miniature design is to provide a
small and compact radio, readily portable and economically
priced, to moet the requirement of flat, bedroom or office,

radio which bears our name,’

Guarantee of Performance and Satisfaction’

Every COLUMBUS radio is unconditionally guaran-
teed.. For twelve months after sale, we service and
attend to each COLUMBUS, at its owner’s request,
absolutely free of charge. This guarantes is offored
without any reservations whatever, and our services
\v.:l! always be promptly, courteously and gladly
given. In that way wo accept foll and unqualified
responsibility for the quality and reliability of every

At the same time care has been exercised in the design of the
radio circuit, to retain the full power of 5-valve super=
‘heterodyne performance. - Each of the models illusirated is
capable of Now Zealand - Australian broadcast reception
without extensive aerial arrangement. o :

- Write or ask for coloured descriptive book
“COLUMBUS MINIATURES”
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NATION WIDE SERVICE. '
Whangarei, Auckland, Hamilton, Rotorua, Gisbome, Napler,
Hastings, Dannevirke, Taihape, New Plymouth, Wanganui,
' Polmerston North, Masterton, Wellington, Nelson, Greymouth,
Christchurch, Timaru, Oamaru, Dunedin, Gore, Invercargill,
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