“Who knows—our own clothes will probably look just as silly 20 years from now”

They Come From Far and Near

HEN listeners hear the applause over

the gir from one of the concerts
given by the overseas musicians who are
now being brought to New Zealand by
the NZBS, they probably think of an
audience consisting entirely of people
from the city where the congert is being
given, But the actual audience, in the
Wellington Town Hall during a Solomon

concert for instance, containg people

from far and near, many of whom have
made special arrangements to get to
town for the concert.

Apart from people who are coming
to town anyway, in time to book their
own seats, the NZBS hears of parties
made up in provincial towns and coun-
try districts, who write in to the booking
office in advance and apply for seats.
Some come in taxis, some in their own
cars, many presumably by rail, and some
fly.

For the Solomon concert given in
Wellington on September 12, for in-
stance, there were applications for seats
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on the basis of an authoritative report
that Miss \Arnerica, a magazine bought
by girls between the ages of 12 and 17,
has now a monthly circulation of 726,000
which is expected to go to something
above a million by next year. The Ameri-
cans, as Lord Halifax recently noted, are
in their Elizabethan age. They can in-
dulge wild fantasies and throw them off.
It might be worth recalling that in Eliza-
bethan England even soldiers and
pirates wore scent, and in this day and
age the Russian soldier is a heavy con-
sumer of perfume. It did not seem to
interfere much with the courage or man-
hood of Sir Francis Drake, or, up to
latest reports, with that of the Russians
either, And you may be sure that,
groomed or ungroomed, jitterbugging or
poring over her - books, American girl-
hood will stay sound at the core even
when she’s winking shamelessly at her
middle-aged critics, who perhaps have
looked in the mirror and seen their
youth slipping.

from these places: Wanganui (8), Mas-
terton (6), Taihape (5), Levin (5), Palm-
erston North (4), Dannevirke (4), Blen-
heim (4), Hastings (3), Otaki, Feilding,
Waipukurau and Nelson two each. Not

all these were single bookings. There
were four applications from Wanganui,
and two each from Masterton, Taxhapo,
and Palmerston North.

Doctors seem to be regular applicants
——there were three among the instances
named above. And some applicants have
their own special and sometimes exact-
ing demands. One woman, who sgid she
would send the money when she got the
tickets, asked to be near the front down-
siimru “for that closer contact which is
necessary for study.”

The same story went for the single
concert in Woellington given by Lili
Kraus—but the records had been de-
stroyed by the.time we talked to the
booking clerks who are familiar with
these things, and familiar even with the
names and addresses of the “regulars.”

The booking for Solomon’s concerts
in Wellington was all over in a few
hours. The 11/2 seats were opened on
the first day and all sold from the queue
by noon. The 8/5 and 5/9 seats (which
inrluded student  concessions)  were
opened the following day and were all
volle by 11.0 am,
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