To Manage3YA

AS we go to press the appointment of

J. F. Skedden (above) asy Station
Manager of 3YA is announced. Mr,
Skedden, who has been programme
organiser at 3YA since 1940 (and who
before that was manager of Station 4YZ
Invercargill) takes over the post made
vacant by the death of John Mackenzia
on July 3.

quite early in its life one child or more
has fallen foul of its parents and the
emotional misunderstanding has got
worse and worse until they just don’t
get on at all together. So the parents
become domineering or tearful and the
child becomes defiant or repressed, If
he’s defiant he. may keep the home in
a constant uproar and dogfight. If he’s
repressed he may break out in other
ways outside the home —- pilfering or
vandalism or something like that. Then
the parents come to our psychologist in
despair, or perhaps his teacher tells us
the case. Sometimes an investigation will
show where the emotional trouble lies
and the family can make a comparatively
fresh start with new attitudés to each
other. But quite often the only thing
possible is to put the youngster among
altogether different people in a different
district. Result—a different child.”

“And how do you sort your cases
out?” .
“Well, suppose that a boy has been
‘committed’ to us——as the official word
is. We take him to the Receiving Home,
a sort of transit house that we have
in each of the larger centres. And there
we unobtrusively observe him for a week
or two, or if need be, longer. If it be-
comes plain that he’s mentally backward
or similarly handicapped we send him
on to one of our boarding schools for
such children. There he'll learn at a pace
suited to his ability and so later be
launched on to a comparatively normal
life. If, on the other hend, his mental
and physical sabilities are normal but
he shows definitely ‘delinquent’ attitudes
we send him to a ‘T'raining School where
he will get socially readjusted’ with fel-
lows of his own age in the course of
learning a trade and taking part in sport
and general activities. But most often a
child while in the Receiving Home shows
no sign—or practically no sign—of the
attitudes that brought him there. = So

it's obvious that it was his human or
material environment and not the child
himself who was wrong. What fhese chil-
dren need is a new home and the more
ordinary and normal a home the better.
That’'s where the foster-parent system
comes in.”

Choosing Foster-Parents

“And how do you choose your foster-
parents?”’

“Sometimes people just apply to us,
perhaps as a result of their knowing
others who have gained satisfaction from
their role of foster-parent.” It was the
second officer who answered now. “Or
eise we hear of likely people who might
be glad to take a child, and approach
them. Some are very ‘choosey.” But
others will give any youngster a go.”

“For love—or do you pay them?”

“Both,” he replied. “Some people
simply like children, and will take a
whole succession of boys, sometimes” per-
haps two or three at a time, who call
them ‘Mum’ and ‘Dad’ and in later life,
when they've gone off elsewhere to work,
send them presents at Christmas time
and write ‘them letters, and—in fact—
become practically adopted children. In
other cases a woman, in the country per-
haps, wents a playmate for her own
youngster and applies to us. And in
other cases still a desire to help the
unfortunate seems to be dominant. But
the State always pays, of course. The
scale of boarding payments varies ac-
cording to the age of the child, so I
won’t bother you trying to remember it.
But it’s adequate—including some pocket
money — and we supply the original
clothes as well.”

“Keeping in Touch”

“But what if they're unlucky and
strike trouble with their youngster?”

“That happens sometimes,” the third
and hitherto most silent man spoke up.
“Usually it’'s nothing more serious than
getting used to new people and new
ways. But it could be worse. So always
we stress, when we're ‘placing out’ boys,
that the foster-parents should make con-
tact with ug if they have any trouble
at all. Otherwise we avoid putting our-
selves conspicuously between foster-
parent and child at-any stage. Though
of course we do have to visit them once
in a while just to see how things are
shaping — and much often if we are
needed. Sometimes again, where there is
a little friction, it means nothing more
than that that home is the wrong one
for that boy. We change him to another
family—after consultation all round, of
‘course——and everything runs smoothly.”

“Having to change homes like that
wauld practically never happen,” one of
the other officers added, “if we had a
wider choice of homes. Practically every
boy—or girl, for that matter, because
our women officers look after girls as
well—will do well in the home which
suits him. I'm not distinguishing now
between richer and poorer homes, be-
cause affection, not money, is the main
thing children need. What I mean is that
every home has its own atmosphere and
we have found that one type suits one
type of child while another suits ap-
other, There’'s a job to be done with
these youngsters, and if you‘can tell
Listener readers that we need many more
people who will let us know that they
would consider boarding suitable chil-
dren, you will have done a big service all
round.”

I promised that I would.
And I have.
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Mastery of the skies is
yours. ‘Supremacy’ will
bring to your fireside the
thrills of invasion and
defence, Pit your wits
against the master minds
of the Great Powers
on the intriguing
board of
‘Supremacy’,

A new pastime that will
enable you to join in the
‘Battle of the Giants’e
and win. ‘Supremacy’-a
thrilling game of skill and
chance for 2 to 7 players.
Priced at 19/6 and ob-
tainable from all
leading booke
sellers.

You can be sure of
Breast-feeding

Be sure of giving your baby & good start by using
Lactagol. No matter how scanty the supply,
regular use of Lactagol will and maintai
the supply of breast milk throughout the entire
feeding period,
1o addition, Lactagol enriches milk lacking in
nutritive vatue 5o that baby is able to obtain the
extra [ 'y nourish t, L gol also
strengthens and builds up expectant mothers,
thus paving the way for easy, natural feeding
later. .
For proof, read this letter,

593 Ferry Road,

Woolston, Ghristchurch,
26ch N suember, 1943.

Lactagol Ltd.,,
Dear Sirs,

My zaby daughter was born on the 23rd of
October and weighed 61, 3 ox. While she was
% the home she dropped to sib. 100%., and my
milk went, so when she was a week old they put
her on the boetle. When I came home I started
taking Lactagol as a tonic, My milk came back
and now, after being fullnbortie-fed for 3 weeks,
baby is antsrely breast-fed again. Last week she
put on 6 0., and is very good both in the day-
time and at nighs. I might add that I have felt
a lot berter in myself-since taksr f Lactagol —it's
not taking i3 out of me like it did 10 feed my other
little boy. If you wish to use this lettar you may.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs. U, B. Laing.

LACTAGOL

FR EE « For sample of menol, together
* with useful booklet for expectant
wwessenddmss  OF fUrsing mothers, write:

Lactagol de%gﬁpt. L.4 ,P.0. Box 977,

ngton. |
Sold by all chemists,  Prices 2/6, 4f9 and 8/6,
B, T. Pearson & Co. Ltd.y Mitcham, Surrey,’
Engiand.
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Good, pre-
war. furn-
iture fis
rightly val-
ued these
days. Give v |
it the protection it deserves, .
Tusta little touch of LIQUID VENEER,
is most effective for cleaning, beautify-
ing and preserving highly-finished sur-
faces. Gives a marvellous gloss you'll
be proud of. Use LIQUID VENEER
for satisfaction, it is most economical.
Use it on your car, too. Obtainable as
all good-class hardware stoges.

AN\
A\

PRICES: 4oz., 1/9; 12ex., 3/-

NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS:
FASSETT & JOHNSON LTD.
Levy Bullding, Manners St., Wellington.




