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to a soldier

To a soldier ‘home’ was that bivvy in the
sand or mud which kept out some of the
rain some of the time. ,
Today he’s Home, but the bivvy problem
is still pretty grim.

You can help, if you’ve a House or Farm
for sale. Give real preference to the ex-
Soldier, Sailor and Airman.
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LETTERS FROM
LISTENERS

(Continued from Page 5)
PRONUNCIATION

Sir,—Pronunciation probe: Why do
all radio announcers, without exception,
in my experience, put the accent on
the first syllable of “adult” and '‘ally?”

PIG ISLANDER (Auckland).

Sir,—Mr. Bracken’s frank acknow-
ledgment of an important omission in
his previous reference to the “invariable
mispronunciation of ‘accent’” is wel-
comed, but I'm afraid that his examples
of what he really meant to imply are
not very helpful. He says now that the
word “is invariably pronounced here as
if hyphenated, with almost equal stress
on each syllable.” I respectfully suggest
that such pronunciation is not incorrect.
In order to illustrate his ruling Mr,
Bracken invites a repetition in tapid
succession of the words “frequent, decent,
recent, accent,” the inference being that
each should be similarly accented. As
kin many other words it is possible that
authorities may differ. I have only con-
sulted Webster, but surely, even if it
should be found that he is not in agree-
ment with every other authority, it can-
not be said that to follow Webster is
incorrect. In the first three words quoted
by Mr. Bracken, Webster accents only
the first syllable, but in the case of
“accent” both syllables are accented, the
main stress being given to the first, and
a modified accent on the second-—and
this is how I, for one, almost invariably
hear it pronounced. This may be a very
small matter for controversy, but my
excuse is that there may be others be-
side myself who would be sorry to find
“gccent” becoming invariably pronounced
with the second syllable entirely unac-
cented as in “frequent, decent aend
recent.” In conclusion, NBS announcers
may be guilty of too many mispronun-
| ciations, but their BBC confréres are not
entirely exempt. Only the other day I
heard a BBC Brains Trust speaker use
the hard sound of “g” in hegemony.

A. H. REED (Dunedin).

APPRECIATION OF ART

Sir,—“Artist-Spectator” asks me what
autherity I have for suggesting that
Picasso is probably one of the first six
draughtsmen of all time. It is, if you
like, a personal judgment. But if your
correspondent will read the chapter on
Picasso in Thomas Craven’s Modern Art
(1935), and Gertrude Stein’s biography
of him, I think he will find sufficient evi-
dence to justify the statement. Craven
(a hostile critic) refers to “his great
technical ability, his unrivalled inven-
tiveness,” and admits that “he is the
master of every instrument known to
painting.”

I looked up the back files of that
organ of enlightened conservatism, The
Spectator, to see what its. art critic,
Michagl Ayrton, had ¥ say during the
public brawl over the Picasso exhibition
in London six months ago. His article
is a monumental piece of criticism,
which says nearly all that needs to be
said. Here are one or two extracts from
it: “I have repeatedly voiced my ad-
miration for his superb powers. . . . He
has produced a greater body of work
than any artist who has ever lived, of
which a small proportion is simply bad,
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