Why Drag in

Shakespeare?

(Written for “The Listener” by Professor F. SINCLAIRE)

HE announcement of a film

production of Shakespeare’s

King Henry V. set my mind
racing along a well-worn track of
associations. I thought at once of
that idol of my schooldays, George
Rignold—some of my readers will, 1
hope, remember “handsome George’'—-
of his regal stage presence, and the
gusto with whichh he declaimed in his
rich resonant voice, the fruity rhetorical
lines in which the name part abounds.
Thence, by an easy transition, my mind
passed to Mistress Quickly, whose ac-
count of Sir John’s death is surely worth
all the windy rhetoric of the rest of the
play-—and thence apgain to Theobald,
Pope’s enemy and the herc of the
Dunciad, *“His nose was as sharp as a
pen, and a iable of green fields”—so
Mistress Quickly was made to say in
the earlier editions of the play. To
Theobald we owe the amended version
which has been adopted by all subse-
quent editions. “’A babbled of green
tields”—in that most famous and felici-
tous of all emendations, the editor has
risen for a moment to the level of his
author. If Shakespeare did not write
that last phrase, then all we can say is
that he ought to have written it, and
that he will best show his good sense
by adding one more to his list of verbal
debts. and accepting gratefully the im-
provement h2 owes to his editor’'s flash
of kindred genius. .

Faving completed this cycle of
pleasarit associations, I was back to my
siarting point. We were to have, not
exactly Shakespeare's play, but an
adaptation of the play to the capaci-
ties of a modern audience. Shake-
speare, you see, was a poet, and poets
are apt to make demands on the imag-
ination. Shakespeare was a poet, and
poets deal in verbal music, making de-
mands upon the ear. Clearly, the pro-
ducer of a Shakespearian play, in this
ege of atomic bombs, faces problems to
challenge all his ingenuity. And that
is just where the modern producer
scores, Like Bully Bottom, he is always
ready with a device to make all well,
Challenge his ingenuity did I say? That
is what he likes—nothing better. His
motto is not “words, words, words,” but
gadgets, gadgets, gfidgets. .

Perhaps, having accepted an invita-
tion to a private view of this up-to-date
version of the play, I ought not to be
so ungracious as to offer any adverse
criticism. But to say that, and to act
upon it, is to be something worse than
ungracious. It is to hint that the in-
vitation proceeded from motives which
were not strictly and highly altruistic.
Well, as some wiseacre has observed,
truth is truth. I confess that I accepted
the invitation with some misgiving. In
the last ten years I bad already seen
some three or even four films, so that
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I came to this with something of the
feeling of a surfeited guest bidden to a
feast, Besides, I did not see how Shake-
speare and technicolour could be made
to mix. It seemed like mixing cham-
pagne and cocoa. Still, as another wise-
acre has told us, one must strive to
overcome one's prejudices. And, after
all, it was only King Henry V, one of
the plays in the canon which—always
excepted Mistress Quickly-—I can most
sasily do without. So I resolved to face
it.

The admixture was at least—having
regard to contemporary taste—judicious.
That is to say, we had about ten parts
gadgeting to one part
Against the major ingredient I have
nothing to say. I accept the assurance
that it was—Ilike all the rest—superb,
unsurpassed, and gll that sort of thing.
But why drag in Shakespeare?

And here, no doubt, someone will
quote against me the lines of the Chorus
in which the poet seems to apologise
for the poverty of the stage effects he
had at his disposal, and wishes he might
have.

A kingdom for a stage, princes to act,

And monarchs to behold the swelling scene.

But after all, if we are determined
to be so stupid as to take these lines
literally, T doubt if all the performers
I saw were of princely blood, and I did
not nolice many monarchs in the audi-
ence. And, for all their ingenuity and
resourcefulness, thé producers could not
give us a kingdom for a stage. That last
feat remains, perhaps, for future accom-
plishment. Meanwhile, with all their de-
vices, they cannot do what imagination
can do, and what the poet in that same
Chorus asks it to do, without them. The
spectacle is well enough in its own way
—that is, for children. But once again,
why drag in Shakespeare?
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Here’s a REAL help

FOR

ACID
STOMACH

If you suffer after eating—
heartburn, pain, discomfort or
any sign of acid stomach 4
(hyperacidity)—the only kind of heip you
wantis RELIEF, Prompt relief from
pain and distress, such as De Witt’s
Antacid Powder provides, is indeed
REAL help, And you get it so quickly
because, amongst other fine ingredients,
De Witt's Antacid Powder containg
one of the fastest acid neutralisers
available, That's why even a single
dose often gives complete relief.

But real help means more,than just
meutralising acid and relieving pain, It
means soothing and protecting the in-
flamed lining of the stomach, so that the
next meal will not be an added bur-
den toanovertaxed digestive system. .
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ANTACID POWDER

Acid Stomach, Heartburn, Flatulence, Gastritis
large canister, price 2/6 (plus Sales Tax)
Aproduct of E, G De Witt & Co., 2 Cherry Orchard Rd., Croydon, England,
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Thus, food is properly digested, the
strain is relieved and the pain is takenmy
out of eating. Then Mother Nature,
the greatest of all healers, has a chance
to do her own good ‘work, That's
half the secret of De Witt’s Antacid

- Powdet’s success . . . .

So, . if your meals are followed by
pain, if you are distressed by heartburn
or a sour uncomfortable feeling after
eating, turn to De Witt's Antacid
Powder and obtain REAL relief. Try
this wonderfully effective remedy with
out delay and eat and enjoy your meals
without having to ‘“pay for it" after-
wards, Geta tin to-day and see how
rauch better you feel-—after the first dose,

Neutralises acld
Soothes the stomach
Relieves pain

7’lzwj For Shavers

GILLETTE RAZORS

are now available

Gillette Razors are avallable once again— good
news for all those shavers who have been patiently
awaiting thelr return. The Gillette Razor just
glides through the toughest whiskers giving the
quickest, smoothest .shave possible —they're easy
on the chin, and easy on the pocket.. Join the ranks
of happy shavers,
today. Gillette Razors are obtainable in several
models from all chemists, tobacconists, hardware
and department stores.

Prices;

No. 00--3/8; 25~5/8; 26—6/6; 44—9/3; T7—9/3.
Blue Gillette Blades are also available In full
quantities ... 5 for /9 ... quality biades that are
long lasting, finely tempered and keen on the job.

Gillette for Better Shaving
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Get your new Gillette Razor
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