There's a

¢ (YOME people look on mine

, ) asan insignificant, degraded
~ " sort of job. They expect to
see a lout or a drunkard doing this
work. But my profession requires
a knowledge of psychology, toxic-
ology, powers of observation, and, above
all, intelligence. And . . . . yes ..
it needs courage.”

The man who said this was P. Procter
the Wellington City Corporation’s Rat
Detective.

“Why did I take it up?” he echosd
my question. “Well, my father and his
father before him were farmers in Eng-
land. I was the youngest of the family
and regarded, as youngest sons were in
Englgnd, as a bit of a nuisance. My
father gave me the job of destroying
all the vermin about the farm; perhaps
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NEW ZEALAND LISTENER, JULY 12

MODUS OPERANDI
FOR RAT-CATCHING

Wellington's Rodent Control Officer
Has Slain His Thousands

he wanted to destroy me too. But I had
to catch all the rats and I suppose it
became second nature.

“How do you go about it?”

“The modus operandi of rat-catch-
ing would fill a book. And let me tell
you, it’s no joke entering someone’s
premises at midnight, groping for the
light switches and finding 50 or 60 rats
staring at you. How would you like
that?”

“Not up my street,” I said.

“Mind you, it’s interesting. [ started
with the council in 1923 and have been
rodent officer or, to give it its proper
title, Inspector of Rodent Centrol. for
the last eight years.”

Mr. Procter then settled down to deaf
with the science of rodent detection.
“There’s more in the rat-catcher’s job—
that’s the tin-tacks name for it-——than
killing them with a stick. Take the
psychological aspect. T deal with all sorts
of people. T might have to go into a
pub or a lady's boudoir. And for tha
sort of job, you know, you have.to have
a certain mentality. You must be able
to sum up the person’s reactions in five
seconds and decide what line o
diplomacy to adopt.

The Right Approach

“When 1 call at a rat-populated house
I watch my step. I casually inquire about
general conditions. 1 might even be told
a story about the old cat next door, but
I generally find that there is a neigh-
bourly feeling and that most people are
jolly decent folk. There are narks, of
course.

“But the job needs specialisation. Let
me put it this way. Say your wife was
ill. You would telephone the doctor and
try to explain her symptoms. The doctor

would simply say: ‘I can’t do anything.

unless I see her’” In the same way I
am consulted about rats. I make my in-
vestigations and determine the methods
of approach and attack, and what is best
to use—poison, my dogs. or the trusty
cane.”

“So you keep trained dogs?”

“Three beauties; fox terriers who have
been rat-catching all their lives. They
got 95 one night. Some rats are fierce:
they swing on a dog's lip; they bite the
hand, the teeth closing over like a nose-
ring. It takes years to ltearn the job.
To-day I can stand on a doorstep and
tell immediately if there are any rats
about.”

“Do you smell them out?”

“Not exactly. You see, I have de-
veloped a sort of sixth sense. In my
profession you get highly developed. 1
can find rats where other people can’t.
I'll tell you of a curious case.

“I was called to a business man's
office. He had a fine polished desk and
his room was heavily carpeted. I said:

(continued on next page)
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If you've a Baby
You'll find that Baby cuts his teeth more
easily when habits are kept regular and
the bloodstream cool. Use Steedman's
Powders. For over 100 years mothers
have relied upon Stcedman's— the safe
and geatle eperient for children up to 14
years of age.

Write now for Free Bookles

‘Hints to Mothers'

Van Staveren Bros. Lid.,
Ly, Taranaki St., Wellington,

Give ...
STEEDMANS

POWDERS

FOR CONSTIPATION ..

NO WMORE EMBARRASSING
SUPERFLUOUS HAIR

You'll have ng more of those agonising
moments, f yon remove unsightly superfluous
hair f{rom your face, arms or legs with
Beautie Wax. Nothing is more unattractive
than a dark shadow on your face, and it is
now in your power to remove this unpleasant
condition. With smooath, inviting cheeks, your
whale uppearance will be enhanced, giving
you that feeling of complete self confidence.
Beautie Wax is a dainty preparation, end will
remove with the greatest of ease every sign
of unwanted hair. Each tin of Deautie Wax
comes in a plain wrapper, with full instruc=
tions, only 10/6 post free Write to-day,
enclosing postal note, to:—

BEAUTIE wax

P.0O. Box 1300, Christchurch
(22 Shrewsbury Street).

Few girls enjoy the advantage of

blonde hair, And it s an advantage,
For blonde hair is radiantly distince
tive. And because of this it demands

a special shampoo. Stablond
prevents natural fair hair
darkening “and if your hair has

darkened, Stablond will bring back
its former glistening, golden lustre
that spells extra auractveness sad
fascination. "l
Fasgett & Tohnwons Ltd., Manners St., Wgtn.
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