
nation to work upon another set of
facts. He must begin with that veryelusive thing, the national character. All
human beifigs, of course, want shelter
and convenience from their towns, But
thereafter an Englishman’s wants differ
considerably from a Frenchman’s or an
American’s, and a New Zealander’s are
different again. We do not desire, for
example, American skyscrapers along
our waterfronts, or huge ornate Latin
boulevards, monuments and city cen-
tres, or English promenades with piers
and pierrots and penny-in-the-slot
machines beside our beaches. What we
do want, however, we do not know be-
cause we have not had it yet. The town
planner must do his best at this pointto interpret ourselves to ourselves.
Then there is’ national policy to con-
sider, sometimes almost as elusive a
thing as national character. Is industryto be dispersed or concentrated? Is it
wanted at all? Will farmers of the future
have big cars and cheap petrol with,
accordingly, a wide shopping range, orwill the smaller country centres revive
instead of being swallowed by the
larger? Will big public works be re-
quired to maintain full employment
(and therefore grandiose city improve-
ments really be possible) or will full
employment elsewhere leavé only a
small manual labour fofce available?
Your guess is as good as mine. But the
town planner must not guess, He must
have interviewed departmental heads
and others who know possibilities and
work on likelihoods, not assumptions.
Not Too Large, Not Too Small
After that his whole local situation
must be set in the wide perspective of
general principles.. For example, under
a certain population a town can be too
small for industrial efficiency (i.e. its
local market and its "pool" of labour,
skill and servicing facilities will be too
small), or for municipal efficiency
(amenities become too few and _ too
costly), or for cultural efficiency (libra-
ries are too small, choice of films too
limited, production of local papers and
plays, and visits of touring teams and
companies impossible), But over a cer
tain sizé also towns lose their advan-
tages. Suburbs sprawl out into country,
wasting workers’ time, money and energy

in daily travel, and becoming’ mere dor-
mitories without life or character of
their own. Crowded traffic routes
neutralise the advantages of contiguity.
Sheer human mass destroys local demo-
cracy, and cultural individuality and
initiative. Fresh food comes in too little
quality, and too late, from too far. And
the cost of living risés with the tene-ments...
It is also possible for a town to be
too approachable as well as‘ not ap-
proachable enough. If it lies far off the
highways of commerce its people will
suffer economically and socially. But if
traffic to elsewhere flows continuously
through it they will suffer in life and in
limb, Similarly a town can be so unified
in architecture or so completely zoned
in activities as to be mechanical; or, on
the other hand, so sprawling and diverse
as to be simply a mess. The pleasantest
places to live in turn out to be those
where city streets follow one style of
building (with individual variations),
and where trees, patks and tall blocks
of flats diversify the suburban sea of
houses.
Having considered his settlement
against this whole background ofnational atmosphere, political intentions,
natural limits and experience elsewhere,
the town planner at last produces his
report.

After All This
Or perhaps we should say that the
Town Plan now makes itself, for, whe»
all factors have been considered, one
line of development-a compromise be-
tween all considerations-usually ap-
pears inevitable. It must be worked out
in detailed particularity, nevertheless-
a road to be diverted at this point, a
windbreak plantation to be planted
here, a new school to go there, with
such and such an access to this housing
block, and such and such an angle to
the winter sun, these sections only inthis suburb to be set aside for shops... After that we must leave our town
planner, turned salesman, to convincethe town council, And leave them,
working over decades and as opportu-
nity occurs, gradually to mould their
settlement towards the practicable ideal
of "a good place to live" which they
have accepted.

THIS SKETCH, which shows the life of the planned town, should be used in
conjunction with the detailed map displayed on pages 24 and 25

@Beags
RADIO REPAIR
SERVICE

Withthe releaseofmanyofourtechnicalstafffrom theArmedForces,Begg'SarepleasedtoannounceafullandcompleteRadioRepair ALL MAKESOFService. Allmakesofradioscanbehandledandwecarrycompletestocksofspareparts RADIOSHANDLEDtofitalltypes: Aliworkguaranteed uncon-
ditionally. Estimates free. Radios collectedfromanddeliveredtoyourhome. Justgive A FULLRANGEuSaring andleave theresttouS. OFSPAREPARTS

9Beags YORMATSHI?
ThEMUSICAL&ELECTRICALCENTRE

Auckland Wellington Chriscchurch Dunedin Hamilton ESTIMATES
PalmerstonNth: Nelson Timaru Oamaru Invercargill FREECHARLES BEGG & COMPANY LIMITED RRL

MEALS MEN PREFER
Yes,it is quite a problem feeding that
hungry male AND staying within theration.
Those perplexing moments are thingof the past to the 100,000 buyers ofTui's previous Cookery Books. Thedemand was SO high that we have
produced yet another edition of this
wonderful budgetofcooking ideas.
ONLY 376 PostFree

Tui'S COMMO NSENSE COOKERY
288-PAGE GUIdETo GOOD COOKING.

IF YOUR BOOKSELLER HAS SOLDOut, SEND ThIS COUPON Now
COOKERY BOOK, c/o DAIRY EXPORTER,
P.O Box 1001,, WELLINGTON:
Please post me TUI'SCOMMONSENSECOOKERY BOOKS
at 3/6 each, for which enclose

Name
Address


