FOR EVERYTHING
IN RBADIO

WRITE

TRICITY HOUSE

80X 1410, CHRISTCHURCH

LEARN (o PLAY the
PIANO QUICKLY
SHEFTE RAPID COURSE

In Popular Music and Syncopation for
Piano in Three Volumes: Nos. 1, 2 & 3,

PRICE, EACH BOOK,

ALL MUSIC SELLERS
Or Direct from the Publishers,
J. ALBERT & SON PTY, LTD,,
2-4 Willis Street, Wellington,

BOUND

SAY MISTER—
YOU COULD PUT
IT UP YOURSELF

Photographs  showing  how
easy it is fo erect a B&>* B
Concrete chimmey.

No chimney was ever so easy to erect.
The builder can’t go wrong. With the
pictorial directions you couid put it up
yourself. Extraordinarily light;

only quarter the weight of brick.

B & B concrete chimneys are also cheaper to erect than brick,
and take up less room. They are of a simpler, safer, more
efficient construction—fewer joints, and every one tongued-

and-grooved.

They draw with 2 minimu

fically designed to do so.

to give clear, sweet flow of smoke.
workman in other chimneys).

m of eddies because they are scienti-
The inside’s as smooth 4s steel pipe

(Left to the whim of the

Pumice is one of the finest, lighest, most fireproof of all insulat-

ing materials,

You have these virtues at their very best when

ou instal a pumice concrete chimney from the firm which
as specialised in them for 20 years! )

Ask at any reputable hardware store or write

or ring B & B Concrete Co. Ltd,
Crowhburst St., Newmarket, Auckland.

CHIMNEYS

ecial packing - and despatch department

deals with orders quickly, eficiently.

B & B CONCRETE CO. LTD.
Newmarket, Awckand

FOR
SAMOA

Sister=in=law
Secretary
for Robert Gibbings

HE wharf-shed was packed

with husbands from various

parts of New Zealand. They
waited impatiently for the Rangi-
tata to berth and to meet their
wives from England again. A
speech by an Army officer helped to fill
in time. He gave instructions about re-
freshments and transport, and general
hints on how to help the disembarkation
move smoothly and quickly.

We were among the husbands, but
not looking for a wife. The object of
cur visit was an interview with a pas-
senger, Patience Empson, a woman we
had never seen, nor even her photograph.
With a little timely help from the Inter-
nal Affairs Department, we found her and,
instead of a hurried interview on the ship,
it was arranged that we should have a
talk with the sister-in-law of Robert
Gibbings, author, artist, publisher and
traveller, at her hotel that afternocon.

Miss Empson, who comes from Ox-
ford, was dressed in tweeds. She offered
us an English cigarette and a light, and
her first remark was that she was not
at all used to being interviewed by re-
poriers, And what on earth she could
have to say that would interest The
Listener, she simply couldn’t imagine.
And that photographer who had taken
her photograph in the morning, was he
from our office? He was. She hoped it
would be all right, because she wasn’'t a
a bit photogenic, she said. - .

We can describe Miss Empson best by
saying that our disparagement of her
last remark was not merely conventional.
Our introduction to her was supported
by a copy of The Listener of October 12
last year, containing an interview with
Robert Gibbings, and with his photo-
graph on the cover.

“Yes, I've seen the article,” she said.
“It was a very good one. And the face on
the cover—well, you can’t mistake that,
can you?”

New Book on Samoa

It was really about Robert Gibbings
that we interviewed her, for she has come
to this part of thre world, for the first
time, to help him in the writing of his
new book on Samoa. Gibbings, a very
busy man, needed a secretary and so
offered her the post. But, we gathered,
she will be more than a secretary, for
part of her job will be doing research
work for him. In fact, she started not
long after leaving the ship by calling at
the Turnbull Library.

The next day Miss Empson left for
Auckland and later for Samoa. She will
be with her brother-in-law for about six
months. Then both will return to New
Zealand to collect further material from
the Turnbull Library.

Mr. Gibbings had her help on his last
two books, Lovely is the Lee and Coming
Down the Wye, “And I am overwhelmed
with delight at the prospect of working
with him sgain,” she said.

PATIENCE EMPSON
“You will be seeing both of us”

We asked her if she could give us some
idea of the substance and style of the
new book, and perhaps the title.

No, she could not say very much
about that except that it would neces-
sarily be very different from the stories
on the Lee and Wye which were mostly
about rivers; so, of course, is his Sweet
Thames Run Softly. Seascape, landscape
and people of Samoa would obviously
require different treatment.

“Yes, fish would be in it,” she replied
to another question, but when asked if
she intended .to don a helmet and join
Mr. Gibbings in under-water painting,
she said she had not gone in for that
yet. “Still, who knows? I think it would
be rather fun.,”

For the last five years she has been
busy, working in a surgical unit attached
to a hospital at Oxford. That job ended
with the close of the war and she snap-
ped up her brother-in-law's offer im-
mediately.

We asked Miss Empson to remember
us when she returns from Samoa, sug-
gesting that there would be matter for &
much longer interview.

“Oh yes,’ she said. “We will probably
have a lot more to tell you and I am
sure you will be seeing both of us.”

We did not bother her with the popu-
lar question about her impressions of
Woellington. She had been here only
seven hours. But we asked another which
readers seem to expect an answer. Apart
from her research work, had she any
special leisure-time enthusiasm? And the
answer was music. She didn’t play a
single instrument, but she loved to listen
to others.

ER.B.

e —————————————

Australian Contest
TWO writers tied for first place in the
1945.46 competition for a full-length
stage play, conducted by the Playwrights’
Advisory Board, Sydney, and the first
prize of £100 was divided equally be-
tween them. The two winners were
George Landen, of Brisbane, who wrote
«Ha! Ha! Among the Trumpets,” and
Miss Lynn Foster, of Sydney, who wrote
“And the Moon Will Shine.” Miss
Dymphna  Cusack, of " Hazelbrook,
N.S.W., won the second prize of £2§
for “Stand Still Time.” Seventy-eight
plays were received from Australia and
New Zealand.
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