* Your Valet Razor
is worth a little extra
attention. When strop-
ping, keep the handle at
right angles to the strop,
A dozen firm strokes is
enough. A little oil
from the strop will stay
on the edge of the blade
and prevent corrosion.
Valet Blades 3/6 per
packet of 10. V8.4

Tobhacconists, Haruware and Department Stores,

Avallable at all Chemists,
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Andrews helps to refresh
the mouth and tongue; soothes
the stomach and relicves acid-
{ty, one of the chief causes of
indigestion; acts directly on the liver
and checks biliousness ; geatly clears
the bowels, correcting constiparion.

Make yourself CLEAR — say
LIVER

5 ANDREWS 4y

The Pleasant Effervescing Laxative
Scott & Turner Ltd., Andrews House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, England.
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GIVE THEM

‘BAXTERS'

AND YOU GIVE
THEM RELIEF
FROM COUGHS,
' COLDS AND SORE
THROATS

BAXTERS

LUNG PRESERVER

“Baxters” 1is perfectly
safe for even small
kiddies and they really
like its pleasant fiavour.
At first signs of coughs
or colds--give “Baxters”
—the proved most pop-
ular remedy,

Baxters Ltd, 602
Colombo St., Ch.ch.

“THE HUMAN MIND HAS

GOT TO JUMP”

Problem of the Individual and the
Nation-State

(A BBC Talk by JOHN MIbDLETON-MURRY)

N order to react successfully to
the wvast increases of power
which he then saw coming,

Henry Adams said in 1905 that the
human mind would “need to jump.”
The jump would be necessary (he
thought) about 1938. Well, it did not
happen.” But now, with the atom bomt,
the necessity stares us in the face. The
human mind has to jump, or the species
perish. Plenty of individual minds have
made the jump—or believe they are
ready to. But that does not make much
difference. The paradoxical fact we have
to get into our heads is that the indi-
vidual person nowadays is not real. He
is a kind of illusion. The truth is that
though the power at the disposal of man-
kind has increased a thousand times in
the last bundred years, it is not the
individual person who possesses or con-
trols the power. He is not a thousand
times maore powerful than his ancestor.
It is only as the member of a nation-
state that he shares that power. In other
words, Man is the nation-state. If we
say the human mind has to jump, what
we mean is that the mind of the nation-
state has to jump.

Vaguely, we all know that. Yet at the
same time we persist in believing that
the individual person is very real. And
somehow between these two contradic-
tory realisations our sense of reality is
blurred. Naturally enough. It is very
hard indeed to think that one’s own
reality is primarily social, that one's
centre of gravity, so to speak, is out-
side oneself. And it is particularly hard
because the emphasis for so long has
been upon the supreme reality of the
individual person. This reached a cul-
mination in the belief which prevailed
a hundred years ago that, if the indi-
vidual freely pursued his own satisfac-
tions, universal harmony would ensue
That was the blessed theory of “the har-
mony of interests”; and, by and large,
we can say it was the general belief of

J. MIDDLETON-MURRY
Portrait of the speaker as a young man

a majority of individual men did not
desire or will. We try to escape the
mental revolution that is required of
us by putting all the blame on the
other fellow. It was the Kaiser: it was
Hitler. It isn't just humbug on our
part. It is mainly because it is too diffi-
cult to think anything else. As indi-
viduals, we say to ourselves quite truly:
“We didn’'t want these wars.” And tha
only explanation which seems to fit is
that some evil villains made war upon
us. When we are told that the Germans,
too, as individuals did not want these
wars, at first we just cannot believe
it. It does not make sense. But gradu-
ally we are forced to believe it. Nobody
now seriously argues that the Germans,
or the Kaiser, were solely responsible
for World War 1. Vaguely, we admit
that everybody shared the responsibility
for that one. But this one now. That’s
different. The Germans, the Nazis, Hit-
ler, were solely to blame. Nevertheless,

p . the individual English and American
Il‘:;tihsg'::f:_kmgsur::?a agabE?rOI;gh i::I}:]e soldier is discovering dnce more that
¥ Of MINd, e individual German is surprisingly

slowly formed during two centuries and
apparently justified by results, is tre-
mendously hard to eradicate—-even in
the minds of those who see it has got
to be eradicated.

The Myth of the Arch-Villain

A hundred years ago Karl Marx put
forward the revolutionary proposition
that Man, in reality, was quite different ¢
from the idea he had of himself. He was
in fact “the complex of social relations.”
That was quite incomprehensible and
neglected accordingly. But to-day it is
beginning to penetrate. Man has en-
dured two shattering world wars which

like himself, and did not want the war
any more than he did.

And so the bewilderment grows. The
individuals, English and German, are
much the same—ordinary decent human
beings; yet en masse, they have spent
six years trying to ennihilate one an-
other. And the only solution to the
paradox is a choice between two lines
of thought which seem equally impos-
sible. Either we can say that the indi-
vidual is real—that the individual Eng-
lishman and the individual German
really are what they seem to each other

(Continued on next page)
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