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RADIO'S INFLUENCE ON MUSIC
for the growth of interest in
music since the first world

war, although in its early days it
discouraged people from making
music for themselves-this is the
opinion of Dr. Edgar Bainton, who has
just retired from the position of Director
of the New South Wales Conservatorium
of Music which he has held for 12 years.
In a press interview on June 6, 1934,
the day he took up the position of
Director, Dr, Bainton said: "I am a great
believer in broadcasting as a means of
musical education. I intend to do all in

is largely responsible

my power to link up the N.S.W. Con
servatorium with the broadcasting sys
tem of the country."
The link that he achieved was not
only through regular ABC broadcasts of
Conservatorium concerts-for the first
time-but also in providing his teachers
and students as a nucleus of the ABC’s
Sydney Symphony Orchestra. He him

self reinforced the link with the ABC
by sitting on its Music Advisory Com-
mittee, and conducting its orchestras in
each State as celebrity subscription con-
certs. t
Dr. Bainton won public recognition
at an amazingly early age. At 21 be be-
came Professor of Pianoforte and Com-
position at the Conservatoire of Music,
Newcastle-on-Tyne; at 32 he was its
principal, and conductor of the New-
castle Philharmonic Orchestra. He ‘had
his first music lesson at the age of four.
His father was a Congregational Minis-
ter and all his father’s brothers were
clergymen, as was his mother’s brother,and his own elder brother.

Internment in Germany
While he was in Germany in 1914 on
a vacation from the Newcastle-on-Tyne
Conservatoire, war broke out, and he was
interned at Ruhleban, the racecourse
outside Berlin, Another internee in the
camp was Sir Ernest MacMillan, the
Canadian conductor.
During the years at Newcastle-on-Tyne
Dr. Bainton made frequent appearances
as conductor of the BBC Symphony
Orchestra, the London Philharmonic, the
Halle in Manchester, and orchestras in
Belfast, Newcastle-on-Tyne and other
large provincial cities.
He also spent a great part of those
years in composition. Before Sunrise, a

~

symphony for contralto solo and orch-
estra, from Swinburne’s "Songs Before
Sunrise," won a Carnegie Trust Award
in 1917, In 1920 he won this award
again with his Fantasia for Piano and
Orchestra. He has also written piano
solos, songs, works for chorus and orch-
estra, chamber music, and two operas—
The Pearl Tree, based on an Indian
legend, and The Crier by Night, based
on the Old English verse-play by Gor-
don Bottomley, who was a _ personal
friend of Dr. Bainton.
According to the weekly news bulle-
tin of the ABC, Dr. Bainton is to come
to New Zealand next manth for a six
months’ examination and adjudication
tour.

DR. EDGAR BAINTON

HIGHLIGHTS ON THE SHORTWAVE BAND
ITH the approach of winter, this service-which ‘is being heard at fair
strength at present-will improve, and will provide an alternative programme
to the BBC General Forces Programme between the hours of

9.15 am, and
2.45 p.m.
The frequencies in this Service are:

Here are interesting programme features: "Shipmates Ashore" (variety
show); "The Robinson Family," a day-to-day account of life in Britain; "Off the
Record," a talk by Richard Dimbleby; "Bridge Builders," Britons and Americans
get together in a radio "bridge" of understanding; "Freedom Forum," an open
discussion,
The times of some special programmes are:-"Christianity and Europe To-
day," Monday, 12.15 p.m.; "Can We Still Believe," Monday, 1.10 p.m.; "A Casefor Paul Temple," Wednesday, 10.0 a.m.; "The Brains Trust," Thursday, 11.0
a.m.; "The European Scene," Thursday, 11,30 a.m.; "Design for Music," Friday,
12.0 noon; "London Letter," by Macdonald Hastings, Friday, 12.45 p.m.; "World
Affairs," by Wickham Steed, Saturday, 12.45 p.m.; "All in the Night’s Work"
(Story of the R.A.F. Night Fighters), Saturday, May 11, 1.30 p.m.; "Transat-
lantic Quiz" (U.S.A. v. Britain), Sunday, 11.0 am; "The Development of
Science," Sunday, 11.30 a.m.; "Do You Believe in Ghosts?,"’ Sunday, 12.0 noon.
The above selection of titles gives a few out of a wide variety to be heard
in this service.

9.15 am. 2.45 p.m.

9.15 am, 11 am,
9.15 a.m, 11.45 a.m.
12 noon 2.45 p.m.

GRG
GRH
GSP
GWG
GSU
GVZ

11.68
9.825
15.31
15.11
7.26
9.64

m/c
m/c
m/c
m/c
m/c
m/c

* 25.68 metres
30,53 metres
19,60 metres
"19.85 metres
41.32 metres
31.12 metres


