THAT

INDEFINITE DEFINITE

ARTICLE

E went hunting for a little

article the other day. It was

bashful; it eluded us for
some hours. We asked likely auth-
orities if they knew where it hid.
They shook their heads, consulted
imposing books and documents, and
finally gave up the chase on our behall.
We were advised to ask the General
Assembly Library about it. We wished
we had thought of that first. As quickly
as it takes the girl at the cigarette
counter to say “No,” they tracked it
down,

All along we had known that it was
something definite we were hunting,

though it was its indefiniteness that
worried us. And the little article was
“The.”

It all started through an Auckland
correspondent writing to us in this way:

“Others who love the peerage better
than they know its ways”

“In announcing our recent distinguished
visitors the announcer said: ‘The Lord
Louis Mountbatten, and the Lady Louis
Mountbatten’ Will you please tell me
the significance of the article ‘the’ in
each case?”

The announcer, we were told, had
acted on advice from the Department of
Internal Affairs which deals with these
fine points. But when our correspondent
raised the issue, a gnawing doubt as to
the actual correctness of the “the” crept
in, just as the last man to leave the
office worries all the way home because
he cannot remember if he locked the
front door.

So, assuming that Debrett’'s Peerage
would know all about it, we asked one
of the staff of the General Assembly
Library to look up the coy “‘the.” This is
what Debrett says: “A practice has arisen
during the past few years of styling the
younger sons of Dukes and Marquesses
‘The Lord (Albert) ,” but this ‘the’
is presumably an abbreviation for ‘The
Rt. Hon.’, a designation which obviously
they are not entitled to.”

Supporting Debrett was another auth-
ority—Titles and Forms of Address,

published by Adam and Charles Black,
of London. The Messrs. Black make no
bones about it. They say: “Peers and
Peeresses below ducal rank are called
lord and lady in speech. This brings us
to a mistake quite commonly made in
connection with the lower grades of the
peerage. Although it is correct to talk
of the Duke and Duchess of Middlesex,
the rule is quite different for the mar-
quisate. The Marquess and Marchioness
of Montgomeryshire would always be re-
ferred to as Lord and Lady Moentgomery-
shire. There are a few formal occasions
on which the full title would be used,
but it would never occur in intimate
speech.

“The shibboleth is so often trans-
gressed by novelists and others who love
the peerage better than they know its
ways that it may seem a little hard to
believe how wrong it appears to be
among the people who really know.”

Official Instructions

Then we asked the Department of
Internal Affairs what it thought. The
answer was that instructions from the
official party were that the “the” should
be usgd; it appeared on the official
souvenir programme of their tour.

We hope that this definitely answers
the correspondent. If there seems to be
anything indefinite about it, then the
fault lies not with the announcers, not
with the Department of Internal Affairs,
nor with us, nor with our distinguished
visitors, but rather it is to be found in
the maze of conventions and traditions
which over the ages have come to sur-
round the aristocracy.,

2YA Variety Show

I\AANY thousands of sailors, coldiers,
" and airmen have seen and
heard the 2YA Camp Entertainers
at work. Far fewer civilians have
seen them, because the party was
formed primarily for the benefit of the
Armed Forces. But it has been on the air
on several occasions and its reputation
as a variety company is a good one.
Though goloshes and umbrellas were
part of the logical wear to the Welling-
ton Town Hall the other night, when the
party made a public appearance, there
was an audience of 2000. The party’s
effort this time was to help the funds
of the Wellington Hospital nurses’ con-
valescent and beach cottage. The first
part of the programme was broadcast.
This was a light, bright show, designed
to amuse rather than instruct. It suc-
ceeded. For example, there was this pro-
gramme note: “So-and-so will render
operatic arias. (N.B. Rend means to tear
apart.)” But that was by the way. An
orchestra, vocal ensemble, a piano-
accordionist, comedians, a crooner or so,
a Russian novelty instrumentalist, a
magician, sopranos, contraltos, basses and
baritones produced a number of interest-
ing items from the vaudeville hat. The

audience was delighted and no doubt}

the nurses were happy when the box
office takings were counted,
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NOW is the
time to study
an I.C.S.
Course so
that you will
qualify in
business and
industry as a
TRAINED
MAN,

Accountancy. Diesel Engineer.
Architecture Mechanical Eng.
Plan Drawing Electrical Eng.
Surveying Structural Eng,
Salesmanship M.ec.luniul Dn'fting
.. Fitting & Turning
Civil Eng. . .
Plastic Heating & Ventila-
ast .‘ tion.
Plumbing. Marine Engineering
C“P‘“"’YZ Sheet Metal Work
Refrigeration, Building Contractor,

Wiremen’s Licence.
Commercial Art Radio Service, Exam.
Dressmaking Business Executives

Ist, 2nd and 3rd Class Commercial Radio
Operators’ Certificates.

Gas and Electric Welding.

Journalism and Short Story Writing.

Secretarial Institute Exams.

Above are some of the 300 1.C.S,
Courses which can bhe studied in
spare time. Send for details of

specialized training and the Free
1.C.S. Prospectus.

Motor Mechanic

Name .iveevvsrcecoasecsocossvenasns

Address ceesnsssscesnscsrsanssasaces

Subject .......b..-...-.......u...n
FILL tN COBFON AND rOST TO

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE
SCHOOLS

’ Dept. L.,
182 Wakefleld Street, Wellington

Soon Mr. Rahob will again be heard on
the air —for he represents the many
members of the N.Z. Radio Hobbies
Club. I you’re keen on radio the club
has many benefits to offer you.

I. Twelve free copies of the Club’s monthly
journal, “The N.Z, Radiogram' which
contains circuits, instructional and cone
structional articles, hints and kinks, etc,

2. Fres copy of the 1945-44 Lamphouse
Annual, Contents include complete list
of shortwave and broadcast stations and
best times to listen for them, Articles on
how to build radio sets, valve charts,
Morse coda, aerials, amplifiers, atc.

3. Club activities include, competitions,
photographic records, technical service,
DX Radio Adviser, Pen-friends and the
formation of a technical library.

S TN gu— S p— p— U W S i v P
r N.Z, Radio Hobbies Club,

tl Manners St., Wallington, C.1.
I want to jein your club, and enclose 3
6/- posaal note for a year's subscription,
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'WANTED

CAMERAS, BINOCULARS, PROJECTORS,
CINE-KODAKS, PHOTO ACCESSORIES,
METAL TRIPODS

There’s still a serlous shortage of
Binoculars and Photo
Accessories, and consequently an
unsatisfied demand,
Precision-made Miniature Cameras
specially wanted.
little-used and valuable camera, let
Kodak make you a CASH offer,

Cameras,

High grade

If you have a

Write or call for estimate today.

' KODAK 2

292 Lambton Quay, Wcllinmn.

162 Quean Street, Auckland,

ALAND

NEW

LTD.

631 Colombo St., Christchurch,

162 Princes Strest, Dinedin,
w778




