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the sake of getting back the markets
we gave up to fight the war, And, what
is more, there is no iesentment among
the booksellers at all, though it has been
done at their expense, and the publishers
are cutting down ¢heir supplies in favour
of export. I have heard no complaint
from them.”

“It's true then, as we've been told,
that our own shops here are much bet-
ter stocked than English bookshops?”

“Absolutely true. A regular customer
at a London shop feels he is lucky if his
bookseller tells him that such and such
a book is just in, and gives him a copy
from under the counter. Three or four
copies of the same book might lie on
the counter here in New Zealand for
some time,”

Five Years To Go

“How about the paper supplies?”
" ““They’ve just been increased. The
allowance for the present four-monthly
period—March, April, May, June—is 75
per cent of what we were getting in
1939, and there is a special extra 10
per cent for export.

“I foresee a colossal demand for print
of all kinds accompanying the revival
of industry and trade in Britain. Every
industry must use printing in some way,
especially " if it is expanding. Think of
all the technical things that need print-
ing, all the catalogues, leaflets, price
lists, and so on. Even cars—a book of
instructions (sometimes with about 200
pages in it) goes with a car. As trade
recovers, this demand will be compet-
ing with the demands of publishers for
the services of the printing trade. When
the present restrictions on printed ad-
vertising matter go, it will be very much
harder for publishers who don’t employ
their own printers—my own firm, for in-
stance, doesn’t have its own press in
Britain, though it has one in Australia.
I estimate that it will be five years be-
fore everyone can buy all the books he
wants.”

*At the meeting of the Booksellers’ Asso-
ciation the day after we saw Mr. arrop,
Mr. Nash offered to take off the three per

cent. primage duty if the booksellers would
reduce prices by five per cent.
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THE JEWS AND HOLLYWOQOOD

“SPEAKING CANDIDLY INDEED: An Open
Letter to Gordon Mirams.”’ Bertie Heymann,
Public Relations Committee, Council of Wail-
ington Jewry.

(Reviewed by K. J. Sheen)

YT was inevitable that Mr. Mirams’

remarks in his book Speaking Can-
didly on the influence of Hollywood’s
Jews upon American films should lead
to controversy. He, I think, courted it.
So that it is no surprise to read Mrs.
Heymann’s reply. What is surp#ising is
the relatively calm and intelligent tone
of the argument upon such a prejudice-
clouded issue. It is the very model of
what controversy should be in a civilised
world. Feeling, which is strong, never
over-rides courtesy and there is every
acknowledgment of the other’s sincerity.

The kernel of G.M.s argument
was that the Jewish producer, pre-
dominant in Hollywood, has influ-

enced Hollywood films in certain unde-
sirable ways through certain evil ten-
dencies inherent in Jewish culture, in-
cluding “lack of social consciousness,” a

“basic sensuousness,” and =2 different
ethical outlook from the Christian. Mrs.
Heymann eloquently and convincingly
defends the claim of Jewish culture as
she defines it, and has no difficulty in
repudiating G.M.’s sweeping generalisa-
tion on its tendencies. Her strictures
upon his quotations from an anonymous
Jewish author seem ailso fair and de-
cisive. One unsatisfactory feature, how-
ever, is that her definition of culture as
a set of values produced by a people
in a conscious effort towards improve-
ment is rather arbitrary, and she seems
to have somewhat misjudged the inten-
tion and scope of G.M.s argument, in
which “culture” is used in a more
familiar, looser, way. The contradition
in terms, for example, of which she
accuses G.M. for his phrase “the worst
elements in Jewish culture” is only a
contradition in terms of her own defin-
ition. She comes closer to the heart
of the matter at issue when she says:
“Jewish culture, the principles of Juda-

ism have nothing to do . . . . with the
fact that some (or even many) of the
film magnates are Jews. . . . They are

the product or perhaps the embodiment
of our time which has put profit above
achievement, pleasure above happiness
. . . etc.” This is very true and much
more important than the mere historical
fact, which, incidentally, she might
have taken the trouble to explain, that
the typical Hollywood film nroducer is
a Jew.
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THE DEEPENING STREAM. By M. H.
Holcroft. The Caxton Press, Christchurch.

WELCOME new edition of Mr,
Holcroft’s penetrating essay on C}ll-
tural influence in New Zealand, in which
he endeavours to show how our national
mind and thought are (and might be)
related to the land we occupy. Three
chapters that were of topical interest
in 1939 have been dropped. There is
only one thing to be regretted about
this edition-—and a warning may help:
the red ink on the cover of our review
copy tends to rub off, and in  due
course to get transferred to the pages.
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BOOK, No. 7, February, 1946. The Caxton
Press, Christchurch.

HE seventh copy of Book, a miscel-

lany from the Caxtori Press, has
appeared after a long interval since No.
6. It contains stories by G. R. Gilbert,
John Reece Cole, Walter Brookes and
Randall Burdon; poems by James Ber-
tram, James K. Baxter, Denis Gilover,
J. C. Beaglehole, John Waller, Erik de
Mauny, and others; A Song for Otago
University by James K. Baxter, set to
music by Douglas Lilburn; a wood en-
graving by Leo Bensemann, and a
drawing by Rita Cook; and some
printers’ facetiae of the Caxton brand
of whimsy, including the usual tributes
to Bacchus.

POETRY: The Australian International Quar-
tetly of Verse.

THIS is the last number for 1945, and

.the 17th number of the quarterly.
It contains poems by W. Hart-Smith,
Leonard- Mann, Eric Irvin, and other
Australians, G, R..Gilbert (New Zea-
land) and two Americans, James
Franklin Lewis and Gustav Davidson.
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DGET
OO0OKS

Amazing book volues. Millions ot copies alrecd

3 y sold—all preyious records broken.
¢ if you order 10 or more,
with every order tor 20 books. Go through the list an.
you want to read on a piece of paper (mention seco

(Supply

Limited)
-

each

Midget

oll post free—one book given free
d write the numbers of the books
nd choice as well as firsf choica).

MINIMUM ORDER IS FOR TEN BOOKS FOR 10/-
ONE BOOK FREE WITH EVERY ORDER FOR TWENTY

FAMOQUS BOOKS:

SELF IMPROYEMENT:

109 Focts You  Should
Know About the Clas-
sics,

179 Gems of Thought from
Emerson,

897 How to Enjoy Good
Eating.

1726 How to Think Crea-

. tively.
1434 How to Think Clearly.
1439 Your intelligence—How
to Test It.
1739 Developing Personality.

1221 Facts About Wil
Power,

1070 How to Fight Nervous
Troubles,

1395 Personal Magnetism
Debunked.

BUSINESS:

1324 Practicat Mechanical
Problems — How to
Solve Them.

1174 How to Write Businoess
Letters.

1009 Typewriting Selt
Taught.

1430 Speed Shorthand Self
Taught.

HEALTH:

1435 Constipation—Its Qor-
rection by Exercise,

1330 What You Should Know
About Digestion.

1126 Eating for Health.

449 Auto Suggestion and

Health.

WIT AND HUMOUR:

1092
621

348
381

Interesting and Amus-
ing Puns,

Wit and Wisdom of
Disrael.

Best Wit of the Scoten
Wit and Wisdom of
Dickens.

FOREIGN LANGUAGES:

1207
1105

on

465
862

French Self Taught
Pocket Spanish-English
Dictionary.

Pocket English-Frencr
Dictionary.

Espeminto Self Taught
German Self Taught.

SPORT AND GAMES:

750
847
749

535
715

Helpful Hints for Hik-
ers.,
How
Games.
Camping Wildcraft,
How to Play Golf.
Auction Bridge for Be-
ginners.

to  Play Cara

POETRY:

1016

237
514

Book of
Poems.
Poems in Prose.
How to Write Poetry.

Nonsense

SELF EDUCATION, BETTER
E:&Llﬂl—WRlTlNG:

682
683

1364
1365
1444
1750
1240
734
Wee"
1031
1096

Spelliing Self Taught.

Grammar Self Taught.
Punctuation Seld
Taught. )

How to Use the Dic-
tionary. -
Littte Lessons in Voco-
bulary Building
Making Words Work
for You.

Curiosities of Lan-
guage.

Short Story Writing for
Beginners.

A  Bock of Useful
Phrases.

HE HOME:

How to Moke Money
at Home.

How to Own Your Own
Home,

How to Dress on a

Small -Salary.

4]
108
m

159
162

SHAKE!
68
241

A Christmas Carol —
Charles Dickens,

Fall of the House ot
sher.

Sermon _on the Mount
and  Other  Famous
Sayings of Jesus,

A Guide to Plato,
Murders in  the Rue
Morgue—Edgar  Allan
oe.

SPEARE:

Shakespeare’s Sonnets.
Merry Wives of Wind-
s0r.

Much Ade About Noth-
ing.

Measure for Measure.
Hamlet,

King Henry V.

Julius Caesar.

Romeo and JSuliet.

A Midsummer Night's
Dream.

Othello.

Henry the VIi}.

304 Whot Great Women
Have Learned About
Men.

PRACTICAL:

710 Botany for Beginners,

725 Zoology Se!t Taught.

501 How to Tie All Kinds
of Knots, .

1108 Elements of Woode
working. P

SCIENCE AND INVENTION:

608 The Origin and Devele
opment of the Atomig
Theory,

1323 Focts About Light.

679 Chemistry for' Begine
ners.

722 Electricity and Life.

895 Astronomy for Begine

ners,
ENTERTAINMENT:

995 How to Play the Piano.
845 Facts About Fortune
Teiling.
893 500 Riddles.
1710

The Magic of Numbers,

Learn SELF-DEFENCE
FEAR NO MANI

SELF-INSTRUCTION COURSES 2/6 each
Boxing Self-Taught

' 1lfustroted Lessons,
this grand sport. it will teach
you grit and courage.
yourseif like a man, Step up

12

your

24

knowiedge.
world’s
fundamentals in the art of self-

defence—-—illgstlr’otions and in-
structions. n Post
. 2/6 Free. -

Scientific Wrestling

Iustrated Lessons.
scientific instructions on attack
and dcfence. Learn. this good
clean
holds and breaks.
advice and instructions,

A Self Study

Learn
Defend
fighting power with. real:

Best advice of
champions. Al the

Latest

sport -~ secrets of - best
llustrations,
Course, Only

Post Free, 2/6

254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265
268

Taming of the Shrew
King Lear.

Venus and Adonis.
Henry IV. {1).°
Henry IV. (2.).
Henry VI, {1),
Henry VI. (2),
Henry VI (3).
Comedy of Errors,
King John,

Richard 1.

Richard 1.
Merchant of Venice.

339, 360, 361, 362 The Man

Shakespeare and His
Tragic Life Story (4
Yolumes for 4/-.)

MISCELLANEQUS:

1752
107

How to Become a De-
tective.

The Dream Woman and
the Yellow Tiger

767 Astrology.
1010 Book of Magic Tricks.
92 Hypnotism Made Pigin.

POCKET DICTIONARIES:
905 Dictionary of. Bible
tHlusions.

Internationol Dictionary
of Contemporary Authe
ors. .

754"

HOW TO ORDER!

Just list in numerical order on
a piece of paper the numbers
of titles desired (indicote sec«
ond choice as well os first, as
only a limited supply is In New
Zealand). Post to.day with
postal note or money order
for amount covering 1/- for
every book (plus Free Book
for every 20 titles ordered).
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