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Are You A Good Listener ?

ERE is a chance for you to test
H your listening ability. Assign
yourself as many marks as you
honestly think you deserve. A
full score means that you are the Perfect
Listener. If you score less than half, you
should do something about it. There is
no prize.

(1) As you turn the radio knob in search of
entertainment, do you:

(a) Twirl it hopefully from station
to station?

(b) Stay on the one station for
more than three consecutive
seconds?

(c) Give in after the first attempt
and switch off viciously?

(2) When you are lJistening in to good
music, do you:

(a) Increase the volume so that
it drowns the family conver-
sation?

(b) Reduce the volume so that
it provides a background to
current argument?

(c) Ignore the music and concen-
trate on the conversation?

(3) When the announcer gives the name
of the records, do you:

(a) Listen intelligently and en-
large your repertoire?

(b) Forget what he says imme-
diately, and wonder what tune
you're whistling? ;

“(¢) Wish he'd repeat the titles
again at the end?
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Broadcasting System arranged a series
of broadcasts, using army talent. Petrillo
announced that no army bands could
play over the air until he and the Sec-
retary of War had had an opportunity
to discuss terms. The upshot was that
army bands could play only if Petrillo
gave his consent. But, the critics of this
musical dictator say, Petrillo yields to
no man in patriotism. At his order, his
musicians play The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner before and after every programme.

Although the unsympathetic have
various names for. him, Petrillo points
to himself as an example of what can
be accomplished in the “American way.”
He was born in Chicago’s West Side, of
immigrant Italian parents; as & boy he
sold newspapers, ran elevators and drove
a delivery cart. As might be supposed,
his work has not been done without
opposition. He has been bombed, sued,
his affairs have been investigated by
the Department of Justice, and he has
been reprimanded by the courts. But
throughout it all he has remained un-
moved.

Now Petrillo has become stormy
again. His most recent order does not
apply to Canads, but, according to his
statement, is designed to protect Ameri-
can musicians against foreign competi-
tion. While his motives may not be
entirely altruistic, he has probably done
a very great deal for many musicians.
But hig ban on “foreign’” programmes is
disconcerting, to say the least, to hope-
ful promoters of world-wide goodwill
through music and other arts.

(4) If there is g record on which is be-
neath your musical contempt, should
you:

(a) Wait for something better to
turn up?

(b) Try to find a record you ap-
prove of at another station?

(c) Block both ears?

(5) When Parliament is on the air, do you:

(a) Listen assiduously and feel
stimulated to further discus-
sion?

(b) Consider yourself privileged?
(c) Wish it wasn’t?

{6) When you mark the programmes that
you intend to listen to, do you:

(a) Forget which day it is?
(b) Lose the programmes?

(¢) Remember half-an-hour too
late.

(7) In comparing radios, do you consider:
(a) That your own radio has a
better tone than anyone else’s?
(b) That your neighbour’s radio

is always too loud?

(¢} That any noise is better than
none at all? .

—M.MH.

Centennial of
"Dombey and Son”

HE middle-aged among us have little
difficulty in remembering evenings
round the piano when a visitor, who
had been asked to bring his music,
attempted to lure Maud into the garden.
And then as an encore—there always was
an encore-—he requested Thora to drop
her housework and fly smartly into his
arms. These old songs enjoyed years of
popularity.

And it is not umnlikely that, if we went
carefully through that pile of old sheet
music in the spare room, we would find
that weepy ballad of the Victorians,
“What Are the Wild Waves Saying?”
This ancient song, which set up palpita-
tions in so many bosoms, met an un-
dignified fate when its title was used
to advertise pills, But what brings the
wild waves to mind is the fact that the
song was adapted from the plaintive cry
of Paul Dombey in Dombey and Son,
and 1946 is the centennial of the begin-
ning of the novel, in Switzerland, by
Charles Dickens. Interest in the works
of Dickens is as keen as ever—the Well-
ington branch of the Dickens Fellow-
ship, for example, is number 121,

To celebrate the Dombey and S:mv

anniversary, a talk about Dickens will
be heard from 2YA at 7.15 p.m. on
Thursday, February 7. On the following
Sunday, February 10, at 3.0 p.m., an-
other talk will come from 2YA under the
title, “New Judgment — Priestley on
Dickens.” L e e e
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] YES, even now some happy
[P ones are rejoicing in new-found
comfort . . . in the carcss of fulle
clastic Steeles girdles such as this.
It will be loon—l.l:nt day whea all
can have the charming line ef lithes
ness, the sure but gentle control, the
daintiness and long, long life that Steeles .
foundations provide so completely.

Here is the glorious freedom and superb mod- |
elling of light boning and full elastic . . . with |
AN self-locking sipp and suspender grips flat Jor
contour’s sake . . . and materials strong and
beautiful. The Whirlbra is the famous M. odern Miss,
deep-fronted for the flat below-bust line, with gracious
uplift and thoughtful elastic,
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