SCIENTIFIC WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION

—Means Safety!

Service ridets know they are safe on
B.S.A Motor Cycles and they know.why.
The keynote of safety is weight-distri-
bution. That gives him confidence in his
machine and that makes him and his
B.S.A. the famous, reliable team —tested
on so many battle fronts. Under the
shadow of these battle-tested machines
your post-war B.S.A, is being developed.
Their success in service is a sure sign
that, when your turn comes, you'll be

RADIO VIEWSREEL

What Qur Commentators Say

Music for Remembering

HRISTMAS is a time of reckless

spending, both of money and good-
will, a time for handshakes and slaps on
the back, for drinking and eating, for
carolligg and wassailing—but it is also
a time for remembering. Fauré's
“Requiem” which 1YX broadcast the

able to ride in supreme safety.

Saturday before Christmas is music for
remembering, for contemplation. This is
not religious music in the ceremonial
sense; it transcends creed to achieve a
unjversality which is fundamental. What
somegne calls “its gentle confidence, its
tender and tranquil expectancy’ is the
expression of a genuinely human grief
not to be translated into any other lan-
guage but music and the meaningless,
meaningful words of the form of Mass.
Universal yet private, this is grief with-
cut sadness, sorrow without tears.

Church or Studio?

N a Listener interview last September
the Rev. G. A. Naylor gave some of
the reasons for his belief that the broad-
‘casts of religious services should be made
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BEGG’S SERVICE
TO TEACHERS AND §
'STUDENTS -

W over 84 years Begg's has
catgred for the musical.and cul-
tural needs of New Zealanders
~—at all times offering an unex- |
celled service to -musichams,
teachers, students and music
lovers generally.

Begg's is New Zealand’s leading
Music Houss . . . with an excen-
sive range of Pianos and other
Musical Instruments by the
World’s leading makers, and
obrainable on exceedingly gen-
erous terms — Music Tutors and
Books on Music — Shest Music
and Music Albums for all grades
of players, for all types of instru-
maents, and to suic all tastes —
Gramophone Recordg-— Musical
Sundries and Accessories. .

"‘Wise is the parent who encourages and ©

- nurtures that love of music which is in-
stinctive in every child. ., For the ability
to play a musical instrument and to
appreciate music 18 one of the fnest
accomplishments, one of the most en~
during pleagures in a child's life . . .
Bringing rich rewards in culture, ingpir~
ation, opportunities and friendships. All
their lives your children will thank you
for the forethought which provided them
with a musical education. Start them
while they are young, while their minds
are adaptable and receptive.

THE MUSICAL & ELECTRICAL CENTRE

Cqme in Remember, Bagg's is at your service for
'3?“',@' guss any information and advice about musical ©  ,ycKIAND « WELLINGTON - CHRISTCHURCH
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direct from the studio and not from the
church itself. On the Sunday before
Christmas he broadcast an evening ser-
vice from 1YA, and the result was effec-
tive enough to reawaken interest in his
experiments. Few speakers are at their
best when they have in mind two audi-
ences, one seen and one unseen, and it is
possible, too, that the presence of a mi-
crophone in a church may destroy for
some of those who are there that feeling
of privacy and unity they need for their
worship. By broadcasting direct to those
who were listening at home, Mr, Naylor
was able to adjust the tempo and the
method of his service to suit their needs
alone. Mr, Naylor has the advantage of
being an accomplished reader with a fine
literary discrimination. As I had antici-
pated, he selected for the mest part
Luke's version of the Christmas story;
in thought, in utterance, and in length,
his sermon seemed just what a sermon
should be. The question of music for
such a service is a difficult one. Recor.led
music seems at the moment the onily
practical solution, yet it should not per-
haps be accepted indefinitely and unre-
servedly. In this case it was chosen well;
there were, besides Christmas hyinns,
choruses from Messiah, “God Rest Ye,
Merry Gentlemen” (beautifully sung),
and as a retiring voluntary Bach’s organ
Toccata and Fugue in D Minor.

Scrooge and Nero

OTH the plays selected by 3YA for
Christmas broadcasting were Ameris
can recordings. I wish I could say that
either was successful. The first was a
version of Dickens’ Christmas Carol with
Ronald Colman, whom ordinarily I
heartilty admire, as Scrooge. This failed
in many different ways: I fear that
Dickens is too essentially the Londoner
to go into an American accent; nor is
“Christmas Carol,” the crowd scenes and
descriptive passages of which are so
much the soul of the book as at times
to overshadow the plot, really suitable
for radio-dramatisation; the idea of
Scrooge recounting his own redemption
would fetch Dickens rosring out of the
grave. The other play was Norman Cor-
win’s “The Plot to Overthrow Christ-
mas,” which gives the impression chiefly
of opportunities lost. It was a noble idea
to depict a congress of fiends plotting the
downfall of the festival, but so rich a
collection of individualists as Ivan the
Terrible, Haman, Simon Legree, and
Nero should have been endowed with @
far greater diversity of personality and
not presented as a collection of retired
bootleggers. And Nero’s final conversion
to the side of the angels by the elogu-
ence of Santa Claus was singularly un-
convincing. :

Carollers

lT was something of & mild surprizse

that I realised ‘“Viewsreel” is over 2
year old, and that certain programmes
recur with the seasons. Of last Christmas
the pleasantest listening that I remem-
ber was the programme from 4YA of
the Coventry Carollers, and I looked for-
ward to hearing them again this Christ~
mas. Their programme was excelient, and

| contained mostly lesser-known items,
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