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Opinions and Essays, the kind of thing
you could dip into without becoming
committed to go on by some teasing plot
that made you wonder what would hap-
pen next. I opened it near the very
end. Well, you know how your own name
will catch your eye instantly if it’s on a
page in front of you. It wasn’t my name,
in this case. It was the,word “anaes-
thetic.” 1 read: “Then the effect of the
snaesthetic passed away more and more;
and in less than an hour I was an honest
taxpayer again .. ..’

At once I turned back to the beginning
of that essay, and what did I see there
but the opening sentence beginning with
a great big capital E like this:

“JZ-UREKA! T have found it out at tast. I

now understand the British drama and
the British actor . . . ."

How can I describe the profound emo-

tions with which 1 read on? It turned out |

that Shaw had had an operation on his foot,
and it was to the anaesthetic that he owed
the discovery that made him cry Eureka!
But in his case it was the process of recov-
ering that was intceresting.

“For then a very strange thing happened.
My character did nof all come back at once.
Its artistic and sentimental side came first:
its morality, its positive elements, its com-
monsense, its incorrigible Protestant respect-
ability, did not return for a long time after,
For the first time in my life I tasted the bliss
of having no morals to restrain me from ly-
ing, and no sense of reality to restrain me
from romancing. I overflowed with what
people call ‘heart.’ I acted and lied in the
most touchingly sympathetic fashion; I felt
prenared to receive unlimited kindness from
everybody with the deepest, tenderest grati-
tude; and I was totally incapable of even
conceiving the notion of rendering anyone a
service myself . 1 carefully composed
fittle ravings, and repeated them, and then
started again and let my voice die away,
without an atom of shame . . . . Then the
effect of the anaesthetic passed away more
and more; and in less than an hour I was
an honest taxpayer again, with my heart
perfectlv well in hand . . .."”

Reproducible Miracle

And so Shaw had discovered, in May,
1898, how to understand from their own
point of view the life and world of those
critics of his who said he had no heart,
and. of those other playwrights of that
time:

“At last I can speak of it at first hand
. . what is more, I know how to repro-
duce the miracle at will as certainly as if I
possessed the wishing-cap of Siegfried. My
wishing-cap is & bag of ether. With that, J
can plunge into the darkness that existed
before my birth and be simpl!y nothing. Then
I can come to life as an artist and a man of
feeling—as everything I have been so bit-
terly reproached for not being. I can pro-
long that condition indefinitely by taking a
whiff or two of ether whenever I feel the
chill of a moral or intellectual impulse. I can
write plays in it; I can act in it; I can gush
in it . . . . and finally I can come back to
full consciousness and criticise myself as I
was in it.”

Well, what are you going to do about

it, I, for my part, am going to organise.

a league to urge that world leaders
should undergo progressive courses of
anaesthesia—with chloroform, not injec-
tions—in the belief that the law of aver-
ages will eventually disclose to them the
Riddle of the Moment—whht is to be
done with the atomic bomb.

—NEMO.

Change of Mind

RTURO TOSCANINI has taken back

his vow never to return to Italy so
long as Victor Emmanuel and his family
had any power. The reason for changing
his mind is that he now believes that
Italy will soon become a republic. He
agreed to conduct the opening at Milan’s
La Scala this season.
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L9 peace — as i wor-
‘at the service of the Empire

Centralised control of electrical supply systems, such as the British
Grid and similar systems covering widespread areas which must
‘necessarily be co-ordinated to ensure smooth and uninterrupted
service, has led to the development of specialised equipment. Be-
fore the war, the G.E.C.—the largest British electrical manufactur-
ing organisation in the Empire—héd designed and manufactured
complete equipment for such control centres in Great Britain and

in various countries overseas.

The speed at which electrification has increased is a measure of
the Nation’s war production. Inevitably, this has resulted in the
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Electoification |
Sclemes

G.E.C. Electrification Schemes
have been applied to all
industries, including : Aircraft
Factories; Chemical Works;
Collicries; Food Factories;
Gold Mines; Iron, Steel and
Copper Works ; Locomotive
and Railway Carriage and
Wagon Works; Moto# Car
Works ; Ships and Shipyards;
Textile Mills; Oi! Refineries,
€1Cy €2C,

entire research and technical resources of the G.E.C, together with
the Company’s vast production of electrical equipment being
directed to the war effort, and diverted from normal supply chan-
nels. With the advent of peace, the big technical advances made
by the Company in all applications of electricity, including the
important one of electronics, as a result of the urgent and ever-
changing problems connected with the war, are available to all
concerned with reconstruction in any part of the world.
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