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ALL MEN ARE UNEQUAL

“The Facts Are

Pretty Obvious”

—says DR.1. L. G. SUTHERLAND in this condensation of
last week’s talk in the Winter Course series from 3Y A

ES: unequal. All men are un-

equal. Now this statement of

mine contradicts several very
famous  pronouncements. ‘The
American Declaration of Independ-
ence, written by the great Thomas
Jefferson, declared it to be a self-evident
truth that “all men are created equal.”
This same pronouncement was made by
the authors of the French Revolution
and included in the famous slogan,
“Liberty, Equality, Fraternity.” The
idea of human equality. has been one
of the most influential notions in the
modern world: no doubt about that.
What then is the truth of the matter?
With the aid of a little elementary
psychology and elementary biology it is
now a very simple matter to demon-
strate that all men are unequal. What
becomes then of the famous revolution-
ary idea? Is it just a romantic myth?

There is another possibility. The word
equality may have several meanings; it
may have too much meaning, or too
many meanings for one word to carry
conveniently, And this is actually the
case. Equality is one of those big and
significant words, like freedom and jus-
tice, which are almost too rich in mean-
ing, so that distinctions have to be made,
But equality has a most significant mean-
ing, in spite of the many facts of in-
equality. Now the facts of inequality
are pretty obvious. Men are not equal,
nor women either, in height or weight,
or strength or beauty, or in intelligence
or mental powers generally, And every
type of inequality in body and mind
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which is ours by inheritance is height-
ened by unequal environment and oppor-
tunity.

What Makes You Blush

Let us make some distinctions here
and begin to look more closely at the
facts. The American Declaration of In-
dependence stated that “all men are
created equal”: that is, are equal by in-
heritance. Since Thomas Jefferson’s day
a great deal has been learned about
human inheritance. Ideas about heredity,
or what we are born with, used to be
a matter of speculation or even super-
stition, as well as including some truths
of common observation, which were, how-
ever, unexplained. To-day, genetics, or the
study of heredity, is a special branch of
science which is very active. Let me try
to sum up a few of its important dis-
coveries, It has become clear that nature
compels variation and inequality. Dif-
ferences dependent upon heredity show
themselves at birth and become more
apparent as develop-
ment proceeds—dif- . .z
ferences in skin,
eyes, ears, hair,
teeth, blood, hand-
edness, intelligence,
and so on even down
to the liability to
blush.

An wunusual ten-
dency to blush is a
well-known  family
trait, connected with
a delicate adjustment
of the small arteries
in the skin and the
nervous system,
Idiots do not blush, neither do infants.
The capacity begins to show itself at
about three years of age. It is peculiar
to man. “Man,” said Mark Twain, “is

th?, only animal that blushes—or needs
to.

Packets of Genes

. What is it that makes human beings
inevitably so various? Well, apart from
differences of ancestry it is a direct
result of the two-parent mode of propa-~
gating the species. We know that the
inheritance of a child, or of any living
thing for that matter, consists finally of
a large number of pairs of packets con-
taining complex chemicals called genes.
The genes determine unborn differences.
Now each parent has a full set of the
pairs of packets. The child for its da-
velopment needs only one set of pairs,
Its set is drawn at random, save that
one packet is taken from each pair
possessed by each parent, and the man-
ner of drawing makes a difference. It is
obvious from this that there are many
thousands of different ways in which the
child’s set may be made up, each yield-
ing a child of different characteristics,
though the ancestry is the same., There
is no way of controlling the combinations
that are te enter into e child of given
parents, and there is no prospect that
there ever will be,

This process sees to it that very few
human characteristics breed true. It is

... There has never been anyone elss
exactly like you”

13

a fact that two brothers, or a brother
and a sister, are more alike than two
children taken at random. This is be-
cause they possess the same ancestry.
But they also differ a good deal through
the chance combination of characters
from their two parents. It follows from
all this that every human being is
unique. Think about yourself. In the
whole of the history of the world there
has never been anyone else exactly like
you, and in the whole of time to come
there will never be another. This I sup-
pose, is what is called a solemn thought,
though I'm not sure whether it should
make us feel proud or humble. The only
way to get rid of inequalities and to pro- |
duce similar individuals would be to use
some other methcd of propagation: some
method other than the two-parent
method. This can be done with plants,
but not so far with animals. It is, in
fact, now extensively used with plants. A
seedling tree is thought to be a good
one. It is therefore multiplied, not by
ellowing it to flower and seed, that would
mean variations, but by cutting and
grafting. The trees derived in this way
are all extraordinarily alike, because
they are really sections of a single tree.
The usual process of propagation and the
inevitable differences it produces have
been side-tracked. The several million
trees of Cox’s Orange Pippin in the world
are really a single individual. If one were
allowed to flower and seed there would
be differences at once.

Human Beings from Cuttings?

As yet we cannot propagate human
beings from cuttings. King Solomon’s sug-
gested experiment in this direction was
abandoned, you will remember, because
of opposition from the mother of the
subject. The idea of propagating human
beings from cuttings is rather intriguing.
From whom would we cut and graft and
why? But until the art of tissue culture
has developed very considerably it is,
perhaps fortunately, out of the question.
Hence, as one authority states, “so long
as bi-parental inheritance is kept up, tha
variety, the surprises, the perplexities,
the melodrama, that now present theme
selves among the fruits of the human
vine, will continue.”

Curiously enough,. however, Nature
occasionally carries out King Solomon’s
experiment and so produces a few ex-
ceptions to the almost universa] law of
difference. At about four births in every
350, twins are produced. Now twins may

(continued on next page)
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