
of the Australian and New Zealand dele-
gations in Moscow, I did not expect to
hear anything very illuminating. Nor didI. There is possibly little to tell so far.
Times are, as he pointed out, too ab-
normal for trade openings; scientific co-
operation, already begun by the longer-
established Australian delegation, would
seem to be the most immediately profit-
able opening. Mr. Costello, of New Zea-
land, was the first British diplomat to
enter Poland, where he arranged for re-
lease of prisoners. Mrs. Boswell, during
a country drive, had a long technical
discussion with a farmer who was driv-
ing home a cow he had bought at the
market, and convinced him he had a bar-
gain. Our delegation has frequent con-
tacts with those from Great Britain and
Canada, and is at last moving out of its
hotel into a house which has been
allotted to it. It was a talk that may
have disappointed many interested
people, both in content and in length
(8 minutes only). We must remind our-
selves that we sent an able delegation
who will work hard and seize every op-
portunity; that more important than the
buying or selling of a few hundred tons

_
of linen, butter or hides is the necessityfor us to understand and to be under-
stood by the Russians. This will take
more time and more people than we
have already allotted to it, but it would
go ahead more quickly if the public
received more frequent and more com-
prehensive reports.

Disappointed
MADE a point of hearing Gracie
when she landed at Mechanics’ Bay,
Auckland, from the Sydney flying-boat.I heard the boat. I heard, also, two an-
nouncers almost speechless with emotion.
After a few hesitant remarks about this
and that-chiefly the boat’s appearance--there were the expected references to
Lancashire and Rochdale. Before Miss
Fields reached the microphone listeners
were treated to a shattering roar whichthe announcer naively wondered if we
could hear. Then came the BIG NEWS
in a feminine voice. Miss Fields, "a fair,
lovely, gracious lady" (and why not?)
was wearing a mink coat, a pink sequin
collar, a gold brooch, and court shoes.And then there were two or three ex-
cited squeaks, including "Eh bah goom!"from Gracie, who told us that it was nice
to be here. The announcers had a lovelytime.

Letters Unposted
N a recent programme from 4YA, en- |
titled "Postman’s Knock," Professor T.
D. Adams produced some of the most
diversely-sorted letters it would be pos-
sible to find, digging haphazardly intothat odd post-bag of letters written by
great men, often addressed to nobodywith any tangible existence, very seldom
actually posted, requiring, in most cases,
no reply. Indeed, to the first of these
particular letters no fitting reply was
possible, since the unknown recipientmust surely have died of bitter shame
after reading the first few lines. It was
from Thomas Mann to the Dean of the
University of Bonn, which had just in-formed the famous author that, havinglost his German citizenship, he must
no longer use the degree conferred uponhim. The reply, couched in scholarly,
gentlemanly, but biting language, in-
formed the Dean that the writer no
longer required to use the degree, since

it had been supplanted by one from
Harvard, conferred for those very quali-
ties of militant anti-Fascism which the
Bonn University so deprecated. A more
moving letter could scarcely be imagined,
and it is not difficult to believe, as Pro-
fessor Adams tells us, that it was circu-
lated underground in Germany and readwith excitement, fascination, and danger.It was opportune of Professor Adams to
Produce, in the same mail, so to speak,
some of the love-letters of Pierre and
Marie Curie, since the film of their life
was currently showing in Dunedin. The
restrained and gentle affection of these
letters showed, if anything were needed
to prove such a point, that truth is often
more quietly effective than Hollywood
fiction.
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