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Fool There Was, was being played by
Hugh Buckler at His Majesty’s Theatre,
Dunedin. He and his wife were doing
the argument scene in the ship’s cabin
while the passengers awaited the result.
The property revolver barked and out
of the cabin shot the caretaker's dog,
which had curled up for warmth. It
bounded owver the
footlights, down the
middle isle and out

out into rain and sleet, dressed just as
she was, and stood outside the stage
door, waiting to be begged to return.
But that producer was a brave man.
He sent the understudy on, to make a BOMINION OF
great success of the part. Hearing the
applause, the bad-tempered leading lady
rapidly regained her senses.

And then there
was the well-known
actor who was un-
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Practical jokers are not popular in the
theatre. What appears funny to them
might upset the whole of a carefully-
rehearsed scene. Playing the city girl
visiting the country in the Australian
play Possum Paddock, Kate Howard had
to pick up a small handbag with the
remark that she could easily carry it her-
self and the farm rouseabout need not
bother. But# when she stooped to pick
it up, it would not budge. Somebody
had filled it with lead weights which
dropped out of the bottom with the last
desperate tug. And, of course, the audi-
ence was immensely tickled.

Donkey's Serenade

Awkward moments can occur on any
stage. Mr. McKenna recalls a presenta-
tion of Veronigque at the Theatre Royal,
Christchurch. At the final rehearsal and
matinee the donkey acted perfectly in
obedience to the duettists’ song, “Trot
Here, Trot There.” But at night it sat
firmly on the stage and refused to move
an inch, leaving the singers telling of
the gambols of a perfectly immobile
beast.

Handling a car on the stage is a
ticklish business, as Julius Knight dis-
covered. In Man and Superman he had
to say, “If you won'’t drive this car, I'll
drive it myself.” Usually a car is pulled
on and off the stage with a rope on wire,
but this time the engine was used.
Knight shot off the stage backwards: the
practical joker had put it in reverse!
Australia’s Gladys Moncrieff also had
trouble with a car in Katinka. Miss Mon-
crieff’s singing skill was higher than her
driving ability, for she ran the car into
a cloth,

We asked Mr., McK#énna how many
times he had seen everybody upset over
an ertist’s “temperament,”

Not often, he said. Once a very well-
known actress playing in Wellington
argued continually with the producer at
rehearsal. The producer, his patience ex-
hausted, told her to get off the stace
and stay off. In a fit of pique she walked
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accidents and the mishaps were taken
in good part. Stage people, that is, the
real professionals with experience, are
generosity itself, always ready to help
each other and encourage talent. As for
loyalty, that extends right through the
theatre. It was no use asking Mr. Mec-
Kenna how magicians perform some of
their greatest 1llus1ons——he simply says
he doesn’t know.
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