
seems to me that in England, apart from
General Election time, when you expect
that sort of thing, they really get down
to the job. I’ve been wondering as a
matter of fact whether this broadcasting
hasn’t something to do with it, in New
Zealand at any rate. As if you had a sort
of General Election going on all the
time, if you know what I mean, instead
of only once in three years."

"Only the Best for Children"
The conversation left politics in a
few minutes and turned round to books
and bookselling. Mr. Brown had been
interested to discover here our different
approach to bookselling.
"You merchandise books here in a
way I don’t remember having seen in
England. Putting a complete window
display of one book in a window for
instance. Not that there’s anything wrong
with that-just different."
"Are you interested in children’s
books?"
"IT. am indeed, and that’s one thing I
feel very strongly about. Far too many
publishers who’ve been interested in
nothing but money have put out rubbish
for children, badly written, badly illus-
trated, and badly produced. One thing
I’m sure about-you must give childrenthe very best every time, and start them
off on the right foot. Their books musthave good copy, good layout, and really

|good binding."
"Do you make this complaint of Eng-
land too?"
"Certainly I do. It’s been really dread-
ful. Of course there have been no toys
at all-except at impossible prices-
and I remember once in a bookshop I
was livid with anger. I saw a soldier, a
private, looking through some kiddies’
books, It was all you could get for them;
I’ve my own kiddies and I know. I saw
him pick up a nice looking book, and
glance at the price. And I felt ashamedfor the whole trade. And then he had to
take some shoddy, dreadful thing that
he could afford, that should never have
been put into a child’s hands."
But there was an economical and
artistic way of printing such books that
was coming more into its own, Mr.

Brown said, in which the artist worked
straight on to the plate, making a litho-
graph in the first process.
"There’s craftsmanship in that, andartistic ability thrives on craftsmanship.I think we ought to encourage these
ideas instead of letting all this mach-
inery sweep away everything else, just
because it’s a new toy with all sorts of
possibilities. A few have held out-
craftsmen and publishers alike, who have
always stood for ideals-and they showthe way. A man like Eric Gill for in-
stance. Eventually others see the light
too."A

BROWN AND BIBBY LTD’S factory in Liverpool stripped for war work:
"a sort of elongated hangar"

THE ARTS TODAY
HE next series of Winter Course
Talks to be heard from 1YA on
Thursday evenings from August 2 tillNovember 1 will have the general title
"The Arts To-day" and will consist
of 14 talks, two by each of seven
specialists,
The first talk (on August 2 at 7.15
p.r1.) will be entitled "The Foundations
of New Zealand Literature" and will be
given by Professor W. A. Sewell, Pro-
fessor of English at Auckland University
College; the second talk, "Literature
To-day," will also be by Professor
Sewell.
Owen Jensen will give two talks on
music; A. J. C. Fisher, Director of the
Elam School of Art, will give two on
painting; and the following specialistswill each give two talks on the subjects
indicated: Rona Wood (sculpture),
Ernest: Blair (drama), Clifton Firth
(photography), Beryl Nettleton (danc-
ing).

ZB Weather Forecasts
HE ZB stations are now broad-
casting weather forecasts at
7.32 a.m., 12.57 p.m. and 9.35 p.m.
Station 2ZA also broadcasts the
morning and evening advice, but
not that at 12.57 p.m. These
broadcasts are purely local, the in-
formation being supplied by the
meteorological service in each
centre, and dealing with the area
in which each station is situated.

MODERN PLAYS
CRISIS IN HEAVEN; by Eric Linklater, 10/5 posted. An Elysian Comedy in three acts.Through the mouths of such varied people as Helen of Troy, Abraham Lincoln andAristophanes, Linklater makes amusing comments on human' nature and literaryconventions.
THE FUR COATa Three-Act Play, by A: G: Macdonell, 8/7 posted. Macdonell'stalent for wit and comedy is well known: His last work has the light touch oneexpects, combined with a sure sense of the dramatic and the unexpected: Thesettings are simple; a cast of seven is required.
THREE COSTUME PLAYS, by VincentWaite, with an introduction by Leslie Banks, 5/1posted. These historical costume plays, designed primarily for schoolboy players,fill a gap in modern educational and dramatic material The plays deal with GuyFawkes, episodes in the life of Shakespeare and with the Spanish Armada:
R.U.R., by Karel Capek, 4/4 posted: This famous play about the robots is likely tobecome a modern classic It is a play to be read and remembered

WELLINGTON Co-OPERATIVE Book SOCIETY LIMItED:

MODERN BOOKS 48A MANNERSSTREET;WELLINGTON, C.1, N.z
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