LETTERS FROM LISTENERS

(coniinued from page 5)

FILMS AND CHILDREN

Sir.- You report Mr. E. 8. Andrews,
producer  of  the Government Film
Studios, as saving that the people in the
film industry are as inteiligent as people
in the New Education Fellowship. T am
ir neither, Lut I suggest to Mr. Andrews
that the pecple in the armament indus-
try are also intelligent people. Does that
fact make their products any less
dead!y?

No doubt if “a bunch of intelligent
people” went to the theatre managers
and “guaranteed to provide a good audi-
ence” for a children's film, they would
put it on. But would that prevent them
from putting on films unsuitable for chil-
dren on most of the other 51 Satur-
days?

When Mr. Andrews says that the feel.
ings of the film people are “hurt when
they are told that they are monsters who
are turning other people's children into
delinquents,” I feel sad, but I suggest
that they would rather have their feel-
ings hurt than their pockets,

“MICKEY MOUSE” (Wellington).

“PHIZ” AND MR. PICKWICK

Sir,—Even The Listener nods. On
page 4 of your issue for July 2-8 is
shown Mr. Pickwick “as he was origin-
ally imagined by Phiz.” This is not cot-
rect. The first illustrator of Pickwick
Papers was Seymour, who drew four

- illustrations for the first number and

three for the second and drew no more,
as he then committed suicide. Phiz came
in with the fourth number. The portrait
you give is from Seymour’s first plate,
that of Pickwick addressing twelve
sssembled members of the club, and of
that portrait Dickens said Seymour had
“made him a reality.” There is thus no
doubt that the traditional figure of Pick-
wick was originally imagined by Sey-
mour and *not by Phiz (Halbot X.
Erowne)—R. L. ANDREW (Kelburn),
[We invite our correspondent to study the
signature, which we have enlarged and photo-
graphed and here reproduce. If it falla a little

short of “Phiz” it hardly suggests ‘Seymour,”
—Ed.]

FARMING IN ITALY
Sir,—Much as I enjoyed the article
by Private Edwards on Italian farming,
I feel that it might be of even greater
value if a couple of points, which ap-
pear to have been overlooked, were made
tlear.

First, Private Edwards’ article deals
in the main with one particular farm,
which would appear, te those who know
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the country, to be in the southern part
of Italy., It should not, therefore, be
assumed by your readers to be a repre-
sentation of conditions throughout the
whole country. For example, near Arezzo
and Florence, the majority of the thresh-
ing is done by wooden threshing mills
similar to, though usually smaller than,
those common in Canterbury before the
header harvester became popular. I saw
some that were made in England. They
were driven by oil engine, stationary
engine, and in one case by a “traction
engine,” also of English origin. As far
as I could ascertain, the farther north
one gces, the more modern the farming
methods, though as far as Florence and
Rimini, I saw nothing to compare with
our extensive mechanisation. In a year
around and about the Italian country-
side I saw only two tractors. On the
Foggia plains I once saw six men, with
six horses, and six single furrow ploughs
all working in one field!

My other point is this. The Italian

" word for pound (£) is lira! At par, the

exchange rate was 120 ‘lire to the &£
sterling. In June, 1940, it was 72.50 to
the £ sterling. To-day it is 400 to the
£ sterling! This was fixed, I believe,
by AMGOT ‘when they took control in
Tripolitania. As a result “an ordinary
labourer earns 45-50 lire a day,” ie.,
about 13/- in 1940, and the other price
quoted, 14,000-15,000 lire was about
£200 in 1940. As the lira, in the coun-
try, will still buy nearly as much as jt
did in 1940, the case is perhaps not
quite as it appears in the article. In
Veroli, about 60 miles south-east of
Rome, we bought radio parts and even
complete sets at prices which seemed
amazingly low until we realised the
facts. Wine, too (vin ordinaire, “purple
plonk” or what you will), was about 14
lire a litre, i.e., we paid the Italian
814d, but he received 4/-! As tradesmen
and shopkeepers in Naples, Rome, etc.,
had adjusted their prices to the 400-to-
the-£ level, someone stood a loss some-
where, but it wasn’t the wily Kiwi!
R. WOPDFIELD (Horrelville).

A FOOTNOTE

Sir,—Surely your reply to “Audio”
(Dunedin) was not up to standard. Your
columns are left open for such com-
ments, and “Audio” in all good faith
considered he had a sound argument.
Whether such argument will bear in-
vestigation or not is beside the point,
but I feel justified in drawing your
attention to the discourteous “brush off”
you extended to this old subscriber (as
he or she styled himself). I will not task
you with such statements ‘as the dairy
farmer and his oats‘nor the mail car
and the passengers, but I take exception
to the Dunedinite burring his r’s, hav-
ing porridge and going to the Presby-
terian Church. There was venom in the
latter remark which was not only un.
called for, but unwarranted.

ABOVE BELT (Wellington).

[OQur correspondent is taking us far too seri-
ously. “Audio” had every right to make his
complaint, which was in no way. resented. |
“Brushing him off”” was as far from our mind
as . ill-will to the Presbyterian Church.—Ed.)

SO SMART °* SO QUICK * SO EASY

Wake them at home
. &

Make your own gloves this new easy
way! They come to you from New
Zealand’s largest glove manufact-
urer, every part expertly cut out,
pointed on the back, and with
special contrasting thread for stitch-
ing. Every packet contains simple
step-by-step instructions, making it
so easy for you to sew your own
gloves, Make-A-
Glov gives you
a beautiful hand
sewn quality
glove. at half the
usual cost.

In Black; Navy Blue, Brown, Green, Grey
and natural Peccary. Sizes from 6 to 71.

8/ 1 1 Postage 3d, anywhere in N.Z.

Order from our nearest shop.
NEW ZEALAND'S LEADING GLOVE SPECIALISTS

TRIGGS & DENTON LTD.

BRANCHES AT-Christchurch, Dumedin, Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru, Invercargin,
Palmerston North, Wellington, New Plymouth, Hastings, Greymouth, Wanganui,
]

PROVED RELIABILITY

Roamer Is a good Swiss watch whosa
reliability has been proved over many
years on the wrists of thousands of New
Zealanders.

Today, Roamer offers you a choice of
both Standard and Waterproof models
at prices which conflrm Roamer's value
and leadership. You'll get good service
from a Roamer.

STANDARD ROAMERS. In Ladies’ and
Mens’ Models =~ - From: £5+15-0,

ROAMER WATERPROOF. Water and =
Dustproof and Shock-Resistant £{0-7-6.



