HANDKERCHIEF* MAGIC No. 2

KNOT A

LY

O\, HANDKERCHIEF
AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE...

only 8 Grafton is strong enough to take It.

THE INSTANTANEOUS KNOT,

Roll your Grafton Handkerchisf rope-wise
and hold exactly as in Figure !.

Tha trick is to bring the hands qulckly
together and apart again, when a knot
appears in the centre of the handkerchief.

The hand I8 quicksr than the sys. As the
hands 2re brought together, they are
turned over {Figure 2). The knot (s made
by grasping the ends with tha firsc and
sacond fingers of each hand, and pulling
the handkerchiel out stralight.

Insist on Sanray—the ideal
disinfectant for all farm and
household purposes.

Lathers freely with soapy
water, Remember — Sanray
for health protection,

Thousands of New Zealanders
for many generations have
reported “‘Cold Gone” after
taking * Baxters # plus 'come
inonsense precautions. Stick to
“Baxters,” the proved populdr
remedy for young and old,

BAXTERS ATD.,

802 Colombo Street,
Christchurch,

BAXTERS

'  Hoarsane3s.
'wblfl’;,lwzuﬂgd_‘y_ﬂ'/

LUNG PRESERVER [/]

THE FUTURE

i

CHALLENGES

THE MOVIES

"They Must Educate

As Well As Entertain

And The Two Roles Do Not Conflict”—Says

RAVELLING around England

recently, I had a new feeling

about what movies can mean.
For many years my job has been
to present drama. Now the drama
was being presented to me. I
watched. I saw what a V-bomb had
done. I saw the look on the faces of
women who had lost their children. 1
came home with the idea that delegates
to the United Nations conference in San
Francisco ought to see a motion-picture
record of the war, and refresh their
memories, before they sit down to talk.

I saw other things over there that 1
won’t forget. Of course I had always
known the part that films play in
people’s lives, but I don’t think I had
ever before realised how important the
movies are to the morale of soldiers.
They don’t want war pictures. Some day
they will, but the great films about this
war will not come for about five years,
just thé way pictures like The Big
Parade and All Quiet on the Western
Front did not come for years after the
first World War, In the meantime they
want what it is fashionable to call
“escape” pictures.

Here at home the situation is dif-
ferent, though not entirely so. The war
newsreels and the great documentaries
bring the war home as nothing else
could. But I do not apologise for the
“escape” pictures here at home, either.
I believe in them. Because a picture’s
first function is to entertain. I do not
mean by this that they cannot also be
educational. Many of the best of them
are, indirectly. I do say that the public
does not pay to be educated in film
theatres. '

In fact, if you think about it, you
realise that the best of the educational
pictures, apart from the ones made for
schoolroom use, are first of all designed
as entertainment. Going My Way gives
its audience two happy hours. It also
gives them a study in the humanity as
well as the religion in the church’s ser-
vice to a neighbourhood. No picture I
have ever made gave me greater satis-
faction than Dead End. I made it to
make money and to entertain people. It
did both. But along with that, it was
a fine lesson in youth-training,

Education by Stealth

This is a big responsibility, this in.
direct education, and it is going to be
even bigger in the post-war years., I
think the screen’s responsibility is so
great just because pictures are both vivid
and subtle—because they teach when
they are pretending not to. A thing that
pleases me especially is that Hollywood
has learned to be international. This is
right, and smart. It has made mistakes,
naturally. It Ras offended people. But
you could hardly exaggerate what it ha-
done to create international goodwill
and understanding. Could any medium
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SAM GOLDWYN

in ,this article from the New York
“Times,” made available fo us by the
American Legation, Wellington.

do better? Think of films like Walt Dis-
ney’s Saludos Amigos and Three Cabal-
Ieros, or of what the average American
learned about English courage from Mrs.
Miniver and The White Cliffs of Dover,

The schools could hardly ask for a
better partner than Hollywood has been
in many pictures—pictures that were
made first of all, remember, to enter-
tain, the way a newspaper is published
to give news. If I were teaching history,
I would be very glad that my students
had a chance to see films like Woodrow
Wilson, Northwest Passage, Gone With
the Wind, Union Pacific, and Abe Lin-
coln in lllinois. If I taught science or
literature, I would be glad that boys
and girls had their interest stirred by
movies like Pasteur, Mme. Curie, Yellow
Jack, Wuthering Heights, the Dickens
and Mark Twain novels, and a lot of
others,

These were good, and the ones to come
will be better. Among other things they
will be better to look at, because in a
few years there will be no more black-
and-white films — nothing but colour.
Hollywood keeps learning.

A good many people don’t think so.
They are mistaken. They remember the
flood of gangster pictures and how the
movies were supposed to create gangster
ism. The movies only reflected a situa-
tion, the way the newspapers did.

Entertainment Comes First!

I don’t think anybody can deny that
Hollywecod’s thinking bhas grown up a
good deal. Long before Pearl Harbour,
Hollywood was warning the public in
films like Escape, and Corifessions of a
Nazi Spy. These were not documentaries,
They weren’t even essentially propa-
ganda. They were “escape” films, and
they were dignified and brave. Do you
remember that Hollywood was once ac-
cused of making war-mongering * films?
What is more impertant to remember
is that it never made one that anybody
could call a fascist film. Hollywood
wasn't afraid to face ugly truthg in our
own backyard either. It did in one of
its greatest productions, The Grapes of
Wrath. Educational!l Of course, it was,
but first of all it was an absorbing story
about people. I will say it again: enter-
tainment comes first,

The best of what we have learned
will carry over into peace. There are
other factors we can’t yet know very
much about. Hollywood will have to ad-
just itself to them as they arise. For in-
stance, when the soldiers come back
what are they going to expect of the
movies? I think I know now that they
are going to want honest pictures. They

(continued on next page)
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