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Victory Music

DURING the VE celebrations, of

course, most of the scheduled pro-
grammes had to be scrapped at the last
moment to make way for the most
exciting news that has been heard over
our radios zince 1939. In between news
items, stations played their entire reper-
toire of patriotic marches and songs.
There has been much music written dur-
ing this war, good, bad and indifferent;
but when 4YA broadcast the Victory
Concert from the Dunedin Town Hall

it was noticeable that the programme’

was mainly composed of well-tried classi-
cal music composed long before the Nazi
war was so much as contemplated. This
proves nothing except the well-known
fact that when musicians want to give
vent to their pent-up emotions nothing
is good enough but music of the high-
est classical standard if such emotions
are to be expressed adequately. It also
points to the amazing fact that musicians
are bound by no ties of race or creed—
that to celebrate victory over a con-
quered nation it is not regarded as in-
congruous to include in the same pro-
gramme works by victors and van-
quished. Purcell, Parry, and Elgar, to-
gether with Schubert, Beethoven, and
Handel, raise together a mighty paeon
of thanksgiving. By what other nation
but ours would this strange juxtaposi-
tion be considered not ogmly fitting" but
inevitable? This sinking of prejudice in
music, if practised in other spheres and
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by all nations, may mean that the brave
new world of our dreams is not so un-
attainable as we now imagine.

Ethel Smyth

OR every woman composer it is pos-
sible to name half-a-dozen execu-
tants. Such names as Clara Schumann,
Teresa Careno, Eileen Joyce, spring im-
mediately to mind; but the only name
to which I would give a firm place in the
ranks of composers is that of Dame
Ethel Smyth. She is the only woman
whose work I find free of that indefin-
able something called femininity, the
only one who cannot be dismissed as a
woman musician but must be listened
to, and criticised as, a composer along
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with other composers, men or women.
And as a composer she ranks not among
the least, as is proved by the virile
overture to “The Wreckers,” heard re-

cently from 4YQO. Listening to this
spirited work, I defy anyone to say that
it betrays its composer’s sex. It is per-
haps unfortunate <for Ethel Smyth's
music that her personality seems 3o
strong, as revealed in her racy reminis-
cences; the facts of her amazing career
revea! a zest for life and all possible
experiences which could not fail to in-
fuse her music with fire and joy. But

7l

LEARN TO DANCE THIS EASY WAY
. —AT HOME, The Lavelle Home Study
Dancing Course will teach you all the
popular Modern Balircom, Old Time and
Papty Dances in the privacy of your own
home—in your own room if you wish.
few pleasant minutes spent daily~in study.
ing the Eusy.to-follow Footwork Charts
- and Text quickly mould you ints a pro-
ficient dancer—ready to join in ali the fun,
‘and become the “Life of the Party.”
THE DANCES YOU LEARN ARE THE
FOLLOWING: The Waltz, Quickstep,
Slow Foxtrot, Cuban Rumba, Old-time

'LEARN TO DANCE AT HOME

Learn to Waltz, Foxtrot, Tango, Jitterbug, Maxina, Military Two-
ete. Don't be a “Wallflower” any longer! Our Course
is sold under Money-back Gunarantee.

step, Scottische,

Waltz, Boston Two-step, Barn Daunce, Paul
Jones, Palais Glide, Lambeth Walk, Old-
time Veleta, Lucky Spot, Three-step
Polonaise, Elimination Waltz, Tango,
Modern Veleta, “Excnse Me” Blues, Jitter
bug, Maxina, Schottische, Lancers, Log
Cabin, Polka, Three-step, Military Two-
step, ete.

STUDY THE COURSE WITH OR WITH-
OUT A PARTNER AS MOST CONVENL
ENT, Our Easy-to-follow .Routines include
Simplified Text and Footwork Charts for
both the Lady and Gentleman, You can
study this popular Dancing Course with a
friend of the opposite pex, or by yourself,
Think of the surpriae your friends will get
if the “wallfiower” of the party suddenly
blossoma forth into W dancer who becomes
one of the most popnlar on the floor!

REASONABLY PRICED AND SOLD
UNDER -MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE.
This is no highlysprieed “crank” course,-
but a good, sound, commonsense Course
of Instruction in Dancing. It is very mod-
erately priced, and sold under WRITTEN
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE!

READ THESE TESTIMONIALS—-THXY
ARE GENUINE AND BACKED BY A
GUARANTEE OF £100! “I am getting -
along fing with your Course, and find it

quite easy to follow , ., , My friends telt
me that I am much better at dancing.”—
Miss D.B., Taihape. ““A person I met told
me of your Course, and said that it hed
worked wonders for him . , . Before he had
applied for your Course he could not do 2
step of dancing. Nevertheless, after dili-
gently following' your Course, he has be-
come quite an adept.”—Mr. J.K.J., Auck-
land, THESE ARE ONLY SOME OF THE
TESTIMONIALS WE HAVEI!

POST THE COUPON TO-DAY to Dept
11, P.0. Box 67, Dunedin, C.1, or Dept.
L1, P.O. Box 1060, Auckland, C.l.

POSTAUN TONEAREST BRANCH!

LAVELLE SCHOOLS OF DANCING,
Bpecialists in Postal Tuition.

Dear 8irs,—

I enclose & 238 #tamp for Complete

Details of your Postal Dancing Course

- and Money-back Guarantee.

(Mr., Mrs., Mios)..oouneccnonssonceee 1
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What Qur Commentaiers Say

so vigorous a personality must over-
shadow her musical attainments, and we
remember mainly her militant attitude
as a suffragette, her long fight to gain
her rights in the man-controlled world
of musical attainment; and although the
story of her life would make a stirring
radio play, the performance of more of
her music would be a still better way
of telling listeners more about one of
the most remarkable of British com-
posers.

Some Women

“\\_e’OMEN OF HISTORY,” a half-

heur Sunday feature which has
become regular at 3YA, deals with such
various females as Marie Antoinette,
Sarah Siddons, and Du Basry; but the
chief qualification appears to be royalty,
which lets in the Empress Eugenie, with
immorality (Catherine the Great, Du
Barry) a good second. The characteristic
common to all is a shiny-magazine his-
torical glamour, represented by the play-
ing of minuets in the background at
intervals and by a limp pomposity in
the dialogue. This one could endure; but
the whole is really false. Many of these
ladies were nothing like as interesting
as suggested—historians have failed to
discover that Eugenie had any character
at all—and the quality of all these
features represents, one feels, the awed
astonishment of the innocent-minded at
discovering that these fabulous beings
existed and moved against such sur-
roundings. It is like the adulation felt
for the more luscious female film stars
in the early days of that art.

Bright But Not Trite

F all composcrs who put
crotchets on a five-lined stave, I
suppose John Sebastian Bach must }:e
the only one who never wrote a trite
phrase. We can all name those com-
positions in which the great masters
were caught napping; uninspifed, in-
sipid, or second-rate works which pre-
sent the composer at his worst, and
which we simply overlook as being in-
explicable and of no importance com-
pared with the greater output of the
composer’s works, But nowhere in Bach's
music can we lay a finger on anything
of this sort. While not all his works are
on the lofty spiritual heights of his great
religious cantatas, when he does descend
to @ mundane plane he is never anything
less than delightful, _
and his secular can-
tatas, which provide
a case in point, con-
tain some of the
liveliest, most cheer-
ful music ever writ-
ten. 'The “Coffee
Cantata,” heard from
4YA, has little to do
with the beverage
itself, nor does it -
concern itself with the reflections of the
coffee-addict as his “Tobacco Song’«does
with those of the contemplative smoker,
It is, as the announcer said, a jibe at the
women of Leipzig—as though some mod-
ern composer in jocular vein were to
compose an airy trifie upon the sub-
ject of the modern housewife’s tea-drink-
ing. To hear this entire cantata was a

(continued on next page)
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