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& song-writer who passionately pursues
Miss Williams into the girls' college
where she teaches, and even succeeds in
becoming one of the pupils. It has to
be admitted, though, that Red Skelton’s
familiar dumb-show impersonation of ¢
girl at her toilet is still worth a hearty
laugh, as is also his excursion into ballet
during an eurhythmics class.

You will, I think, need to be a pretty,
staunch admirer of Mr. Skelton to be
amused by much else in his acting. But
you would not necessarily have to be a
jive addict to admire some of the musi-
cal items—especially Harry James' vir-
tuosity on the trumpet in “Hora Stoc-
cata,” by Heifetz, or Ethel Smith's gym-
nastics on the organ. Still, allowing for
all this, Esther Williams is really the
beginning and end of the picture—
especially the end. It is then that she
takes to her natural element and waltzes,
yes literally waltzes, through the water
as premier nageuse of an aquaballet.
Logically, the music accompanying this
feat should be' “Over the Waves,” but
M.G.M. preferred something by Strauss

VOX BOX-OFFICE, YOX DEI

Dear G.M.—~

I have been wanting to write you for
a long time to tell you that I, and a lot
of other people, don't like the way you
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review movies. For instance: Everyone
I spoke to thoroughly enjoyed Colonel
Blimp, but you had to fish round to find
something to pick holes in.

Once and for =all, 99 per cent. of
people go to movies for relaxation, and
entertainment, but not you! You are
the last one to review pictures, because
according to your reviews, I would have
stayed away from some of the best pic-
tures I have seen in years. Fortunately,
vour reviews usually come out long after
the picture has finished scteening, so
can't matter much. Whatever does it
matter if some part of a picture is not
authentic, who cares, as it is only altered
to make the picture more enjoyable,

People don’t want to read long screeds
about whether this or that is correct.
They simply want to know whether the
movie is good entertainmeént or not. The
Low cartoon of Blimp was simply the
means of an idea to make a movie. I
daresay you will pick holes in
Bernadette.

But anyone who could seriously prefer
butter-face Olivia de Haviland to Rita
Hayworth—well! Rita Hayworth is tops
now, but where is Olivia!

This is meant for constructive criti-
cism, Not.so muoch delving, and don't
forget that people go to see their fav-
curite stars mostly.—(MRS.) A. MAR-
TIN (Lower Hutt)

BHEUMATIC FEVER

Written for “The Listener” by Dr. H. B. Turbott, Director of the thsion of
School Hygiene, Health Department.

we cannot prevent as yet, but

which affects children more seri-

ously than any one other disease,
and leaves them often crippled and
destined for shorter lives than normal.
It 1s responsible for most of the heart
disease in the first half of life in people
under 35, Now if we cannot altogether
avoid this disease we can, by knowing
a little about it, get in early and con-
trol its crippling éffects, minimise them.
or dodge them by correct treatment.

'RHEUMATIC fever is a disease that

The first attack is more likely to occur
between the ages of five and 14. It may
be a straightforward business, starting
with & sore throat, tonsilitis; or cold. The
child will be feverish and have nose
bleeding. He will be off his food. His
joints will become inflamed, swollen, red,
and painful, The fever may reach 103
degrees. Usually the pain begins in a
single joint, such as the knee or élbow,
and later spreads to others. The heart
will be beating rapidly, and night sweats
may be worrisome, Sometimes there are
nodules under the skin and a rash. If
your child gets en attack like this, you
will ‘call the doctor, who will very
promptly tell you it is rheumatic fever
and keep your child in bed under treat-
ment.

The trouble with rheumatic fever is
that it is not often so forthright in its
symptoms. The onset may be gradual
and unnoticed by parents till damage has
been done. A sore throat, a slight fever,
a nosébleed, poor appetite, a complaint
of growing pleins in the muscles, or short-
lived peins in the joints-—-this kind of
story, Cspecially if the child is initable

without any real reason, and is not him-
self, or develops nervous habits, should:
mean a visit to the doctor to eliminate
rtheumatic fever, for if it were rheumatic
fever he should be in bed to avoid heart
damage.

Call the Doctor

I have often found a damaged heart
at & school examination that was quite
unknown to the parents. Thinking back,
they can recall the child had had a
period of peevishness, with feverish at-
tacks and fleeting joint pains, but after
a few days in bed he had seemed better,
s0 no doctor was referred to. Often one
or other parent will confess when ques-
tioned that there had been rheumatic
fever either in themselves or in their
immediate families, but they hed not
recognised the attack in their child. For-
tunately much of the heart damage is
slight and the child can live normally
on recovery, - but sometintes slight un-
recognised attacks of rheumatic fever
can permanently cripple a heart-especi-
ally if there should be repeated attacks.

The cardinal fact is that the only way
to avoid damage to the child’s heart is
complete rest in' bed until all symptoms
&nd s:gm dlsappear Often the time
needed in bed is round about six weeks
or’ longer, but the" doctor will decide
when it is safe-to get up.

Once the c¢hild is over the first attack
you can help prevent a recutrence by
keeping his general health at a high
level, through regular sleep, a balanced
diet, and dressing to avoid damp and
chilling. And you must keep such a child
away from other people's colds and sote
throats, as this so far as’ we know is
how the rheumatisny enters,
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BABY CRAFT

CHANGE THE TEARS

We cannot change the face of the
sky—but thete is & way to brighten our
children when out-of-sorta fretfulness
mars their natural happiness.

Constipation is one¢’ of the main
causes of this fretfulness, but it can be
overcome by the use of Steedman’s
Powders.

TO SMILES

Steedman’s Powders are made to
testore gentle regularity to little systems
without harmful putging and can be
used from teething time to 14 years.
These famous powders, stamped on the
packet with the double EE, are obtain.
able everywhere,

Free booklet “Hints to Mothers” now

available,

Write for your copy-—Van

Staveren Bros. Ltd., Lower Taranaki
Street, Wellington.
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The trade-mark Vaseline is youp
assuranca that you are getting the
genuine product of the Chesebrough
Manufacturing Company.

W. J. Busk & Co. Ltd., 38 Wakefleld 5t., Auck.
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EXCIIS’I ME -~
Idea/ Fam

Andrews is ideal for youn

clears the Dbowels,
),

why »4NDR£W$ is the

grmd old alike, because its action is 0o
genile yet thorough. ~ Andrews cleanses and rofreshes the meuth
and tongue, then settles the stomach, relieving
tonez up the liver, checks bﬁxousnesa.
sweeping away trouble-making poisons.

Do you know

ily Laxative ?

i(;id.lty Next it
drews gently

Finally,

A

Scote & Turncr Led., Andrews House,

For Good Health
be regular with your

NDREWS

Newcaastleon-Tyns, England,
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