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ALL ALONE AT THE MICROPHONE
(Written for "The Listener" by JACK POINT

FIND myself interested and
perhaps a little disturbed at
what I call the solo moments
in radio plays. The solo moment
is that moment when, due to the
requirements of the play, all but
one of the actors leave the microphone,
and the play is carried on by the re-
maining player, who talks to himself.
The play may represent him as break-
ing into a house in the stillness of the
night, disposing of a body, or hiding
from hunting policemen, but he cannot
keep quiet. He has to chatter away to
himself all the time.
Now in real life people do not as a
rule do that sort of thing. My wife has
the stage to herself in the kitchen, butI do not hear her talking to herself.
Singing in short bursts, yes; delivering a
monologue, no. But she would be if it
were a radio play. She would be talking
hard to herself.
|

"Now, let’s see-juice of one egg-
ah, here’s an egg-crack it-bing-
drop contents into basin-missed it, ohbother— well, here’s another egg-
crack it-bing- drop contents into
basin-ha, got it in that time — now,
where did I see that egg beater?"-
and so on until joined by a second char-
acter.
Of course, there is a reason for it.
The stage player alone in the footlights’
glare need say no word because the
audience can watch him, but the radio
player, being merely heard, must con-
tinue to be heard all the time.
Let us take a play in which there is
a period maintained by a single actor.
‘We will say that in this play the lone
actor is the hero who has been bound
by thugs and placed against a keg of
| gunpowder on which a stump of candle

quietly burns. (This is pretty old-
fashioned, and will bring a wince or two
from repertory players, but a bit of
practice in wincing won’t hurt them.)In the stage version the actor is gagged
in addition, and gives a masterly dis-
play of struggling with ropes and
attempted blowing-off-of-the-gags, which
is revelled in by a pop-eyed audience.
The radio player, however, has to
chatter as he works. This means no gag,
and puts him in a position to ery for
help. It also, rather unfairly, earns the
thugs a name in, the underworld for
slipshod work. But the hero does not
cry for help. He is far too busy talking
to himself.
"M’m-tight spot all right-those
rats have certainly fixed me up pretty
well-by the look of that candle I’ve
got about an hour to get loose or else,
wacko! — better have a go at these
ropes-hup!-hup!-tough all right-
(continued on next page)
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Clues Across
1. I can undo mat — it’s all a matter of
teeth.
9, Shakespeare was born this month.
10. What’s left over of man’s ire.
11. Tom and I combirie to leave out,
12. This looks as if the donkey was sick.
14. Time’s up! This should give you a bit
of a jog.

19. If ill Una may become this.
20. This river’s in line.
22. Ata slip (anag.).
23. He is confused about art.

‘his dopm of finger things alarming.

21.

Clues Down
Dora is upset over it.
Lead into a valley.
Cellar and bedpost combine to form thisgroup of
In the p.m. my aunt finds hers broken.Oil in ore.
Roman dwelling?
Confusion of ideas.
Kind of salts.
‘"The --- is come upon me," cried
the Lady of Shallot"’ —

The R.A-F. and the A.LF. combine ia
the matter.
With corn it forms fruit.
An English article topped by a Frenchone produces forgetfulness.

news.

(Answer to No. 229)


