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long period pondering over the difficul-
ties of his subject. He modelled figure
after figure and still was not satisfied.
The members of the Balzac commit-
tee, hostile in any case, became restive,
and objected to what they considered
an unwarranted delay. Rodin defended
himself. "I ask you to admit that the
progress of a work of art which is to
be produced under the best conditions
and to the satisfaction of those who
have’ commissioned its execution must
not be interfered with and subjected to
fixed time limits. All those who have
struggled to produce such work know
that calm and untroubled reflection is
absolutely necessary. .. . You can and
must admit this, for these are the
anxieties of all creators."
There was a rumour of a conspiracy
to take the commission from Rodin and
give it to someone else-a "cut price
hack," as one of his supporters sug-
gested, "who would make his deliveryin 48 hours."

Rodin Remained Calm
When the Balzac was at last shown,it raised another storm. Rodin had
modelled a huge figure, brooding and
tragic, wrapped in a heavy Dominican
cloak to resemble the cloak the novelist
always worked in. The likeness was
striking, but Rodin had striven more
to interpret the spirit of Balzac, and had
purposely made the figure rough hewn,with a sublime air of vagueness.
Another verdict was (and it is re-
miniscent of the Dobell comments): "A
formless mass, a nameless thing, a
gigantic foetus."
It had become the Balzac Affair, To
the storm of abuse Rodin answered
calmly. "My life is one long course of
study. . . If truth must die, my Balzacwill be broken in pieces by future
generations. . . But if truth is eternal,I predict that my statue will make its
way alone."
The Société des ‘Gens de Lettres re-
fused the Balzac, and a protest was at
once published bearing the signatures of
Zola, Manet, Cézanne, Carriére, Forain,
Toulouse Lautrec, Signac, D’Indy, De-
bussy, Maillol, Bourdelle, Meunier,
Mendes, Fort, France, and many other
famous names.
The protest was effective. A sub-
scription was started and funds poured
in, also enthusiastic letters. The public
wished to buy the Balzac. Then Rodin,
worn out and disgusted, decided he
would keep the figure himself. To the
intense relief 6f the committee, a letter
was received informing it of Rodin's
renunciation without demanding the in-
demnity to which he was entitled. The
committee gladly washed: its hands of
Rodin, and gave the commission to the
sculptor Falguiére.
Then everybody will remember, not
the storm, but_the succession of storms,
aroused by the sculptures of Epstein.
Most of these have been described by
Epstein himself in his autobiography-in all the circumstances with surprising
good temper — but although they readrather like farces than like art contro-
vetsies, they were no joke to the artist.It will be interesting to see whether
Dobell is made or crippled by’ all thisfuss.
Battles are going on every day be-tween the artist and his public, Anyart that is alive and moving is sure tohurt somebody. But my own forecast isthat Dobell will turn the tables on his
antagonists.
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movesmountains
There is no limit to what aNation can dowhenitspeoplelearntoco-operate
TensofthousandsoffamiliesinNewZealandand
Australia, for example, have helped and are
helping tobuildup thestrengthoftheAMP totheend thatitmightbethebetterable toprotectitsmembers:
So widespread is the co-operation, SO vast thememberghipthat the Society's income last year was 817,318,000and its
assets are valuedtodayat�149,000,000.
Last year the Societypaid out 88,280,000 in benefits to
membersand theirbeneficiaries butinadditionithasbeen,and is,putting 8500,000 a month into War Loans. Todateit has loaned over 810,000,000 to the Government ofNew
Zealand, and 860,000,000 to the Australian Commonwealth
Government
When the war is over theSociety'Sstrengthwill be turnedtohelpingthe Nationgetsquarely on its feetagain:
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