
RETURN TO THEPHILIPPINES
What Follows The Japanese Exit? —
Asks A. M. R. in this
article for 66TheListener"

VERYBODY to-day can
find the Philippines on a
map. But nobody, not even

the Filipinos themselves, can
place them.

:

Geographically, of course, the 7081
Philippine Islands are an out-rigger of
Asia. Racially they are nearer the Jap-
anese than any other nation is. Eco-
nomically they are the usual rice-con-
suming, food-and-fibre-exporting tropical
country. But historically the archipelago
is more tied to Europe than to Asia;
culturally it resembles South America
more closely than anywhere else; and
politically-well, nobody knows that yet.
.. General Douglas McArthur, heir of his
father as Commander-in-Chief of the
Philippine Army, promised when ordered
from Bataan three years ago that he
would be back in his penthouse flat on
top of the Manila Hotel by this Christ-
mas. Bold as the promise seemed at the |
time, it now looks like being fulfilled.
But what then? Elsewhere in the East,
Japanese occupation has torn holes in
the White Man’s prestige and brought
nearer the day of local independence. In
the Philippines, already scheduled for
independence in 1946, it has emphasised ©

the tie, over four centuries old, between
the Islands and America. Incidentally,.
dating the return by Christmas means
more to the Filipino than erasing that
last December week when. the Japanese
poured overland into Manila. For Christ-
mas, which means nothing outside the
minority of Christian homes in all the
other countries of Asia, is the year’s
greatest day in the Philippines. They
were Christians, remember, before ever
the first Briton settled in what is now
the United States.

: Christmas in Manila
I first saw the Philippines on that
Day of Days. In the morning ‘Manila’s
69 churches had been crowded to the
window-sillsgIn the evening, as the flat
steamy city awoke from siesta, the
streets began to flow with slim young
athletes parading in coloured singlets
hanging outside white duck trousers, and
with senoras and senoritas in gauzy
dresses with high bunched shoulders
packed inside the boxes-on-wheels
called colesas and caretelas that trail
behind tiny ponies and carry each a
square of canvas overhead as a private
cloud. But only at night did Manila
really wake. The matchbox houses-on-
stilts in their scented gardens blazed
out electricity and laughter, the wooden
cock-fighting pits bellowed delirium, and
the down-town amusement parks and
Japanese buzzars (department stores)
scintillated neon and swing.
Geysers of energy at, intermittent
worship and play, the 16 million Fili-
pinos are not so hot at continuous work-a feature noted by the Romans of our

own ancestors in a corresponding stage
of development. But then why should
they be? Their tough little carabaos
(water buffaloes) "plough" the rice-fields
with their hoofs and when off duty
forage for themselves. Bananas, papayas
(pawpaws), and coconuts come ripe the
year round. Nipa palms grow specially
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