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after the manner of the BBC Brains
Trust, the questioner being named, and
the question put to the most appropri-
ate authority—and answered from the
horse’s mouth where this is possible.
For instance, to answer a question from
Taumarunui on the pure science of Dr.
Albert Einstein—“How can that sort of
stuff possibly help mankind?”—Dr.
Einstein himself was interviewed. Ques.
tions on musical matters have been re-
ferred to Deems Taylor (of Fantasia)
or to Leopold Stokowski; on art matters
to Howard Devree, art critic to the New
York Times; on food to Mary Barber,
dietitian to the U.S. Army; on humour,
to Eddie Cantor; and so on; and most
of these people were brought to the
microphone to give their answers.
Four programmes in the series
United States Answering New Zealand
have already been on the air. In these,
listeners have heard Deems Taylor and
Stokowski on the subject of how radio
has influenced home-music in America,
end on the possibility of visits to this
part of the world of U.S. orchestras.
One programme included a fascinating
novelty—a recording made during a re-
hearsal of the NBC Symphony under

Toscanini. Then there was the question,

on the “New Deal” and what it amounts
to by comparison with New Zealand’s
Social  Security Scheme. This was
answered by Max Lerner, of the edi-
torial board of the New York newspaper
P.M., which Mr, Lerner said was roughly
equivalent in its outlook to a combina-
tion of The Standard and the Auckland
Weekly Illustrated.

In future sessions listeners will hea:
some of the -authorities mentioned
above, and several others, Two ques-
tions on immigration, for instance, will
be answered by Earl Harrison, U.S.
Commissioner of Immigration and
Naturalisation. A Wellington university
student’s question, “What do Americans
think of the Atlantic Charter, and what
are the chances that Congress will ratify
it?” will be answered by Quentin Rey-
nolds, who begins as follows:

“First of all, the Atlantic Charter is
a statement of faith and not a treaty.
And therefore our Congress will not be
asked to ratify it. It’s completely out-
side of the province of Congress. The
Atlantic Chaiter was a sort of prayer
and hope for the future, and you don’t
ask Congress to ratify your prayers or
your hopes. . . .”

EDDIE CANTOR
“Mass Production to the Right"”

A woman in Lower Hutt asked, “Do
Americans eat any meat except
chicken?” and Deems Taylor, who was
master of ceremonies on this particular
session, answered the question himself:
“Chicken is certainly no luxury to us. . .
if you've got the impression that we eat
nothing but chicken, that's nothing to
the impression we got. We ate chicken
till it came out of our ears . . . and for
a very simple reason, that all other
meats were rationed, and chicken was
not.”

To answer a question from Te Kuiti
about the difference between American
humour and British humour, the
arrangers of Answering New Zealand
brought Eddie Cantor to the micro-
phone. He began to say that he thought
New Zealanders laughed at Bob Hope
because . . .

“Bob Hope's an Englishman,” said
one of the other guests. To which Eddie
Cantor countered that he was a Russian
himself. Then Mr. Cantor went.on to
say how he had walked into a defence
plant and the woman at the gate said
“Mass Production to the Right.”

“And I say—Look, lady, I'm Eddie
Cantor. And she says Mass Production
to the Right . . . People only laugh
because they know I have a large
family.”

50 YEARS OF PROMS

HIS tribute to Sir Henry Wood,

written before his death, is con-
tained ' .in the ‘latest BBC London
Letter:— ’

Sir Henry Wood began the Promen-
ade Concerts and made of them a metro-
politan institution. Broadcasting in the
past 17 years has transformed them into
an imperial possession. And so when 75
years old Sir Henry climbed on to the
rostrum at London’s Albert Hall for the
opening night of the fiftieth season, the
volleys of cheers and drumming of feet
to a crescendo (always the promenaders’
highest mark of approval) sounded in
mitlions of homes in Britain and over-
seas, through the chain of microphones
slung above him and the orchestra.
Not a seat, hardly a square foot to
stand on, are to be had these summer
evenings in this bomb-scarred and soli-
tary hall left in London for large-scale
concert-giving.

Sir Henry Wood, the original and pre-
siding genius, in his 50 years of loving
labour, has introduced some 900 new
works to his rapt and youthful audiences,
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apart altogether from acquainting them
with the classical masters. He, at 75, is
a phenomenon. At rehearsal as punc-
tual and conscientious as ever, formid-
“able in his intentness over a phrase,
exacting in his building of a climax, In
performance, as youthfully dramatic as
when that . silver-fringed pate was an
unruly black mane, which in fortissimo
passages was combed impatiently back
with thick, workmanlike fingers. The
mannerisms marked by the frock-coated,
pinch-waisted London of 1895 are still
present, though matured and gentled by

time, for the open-necked beflannelled -

dudience of 1944 to see the jerky nods
to the strings, the commanding wvertical
baton for the brass, the shrinking back
of the whole body to the platform rail
when a pianissimo is disregarded, the
modesty, fuli and held, of the bowed
shoulders when accepting the multitud-
inous plaudits of a faithful ‘and discern-
ing crowd. This is a. man who is 75 years
young, whose  artistic conscience stiil
enables him to say, in effect, what he
says to a shrinking soloist about to make
a first appearance: “Now, come along
and enjoy yourself.”
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OPTREX

still the best eye lotion

still available through your
Chemist

People who need a proper
medical eye lotion should
pot use home-made or casu-
ally prepared lotions. Optrex
is still the best for regular
‘use. It is produced under
conditions of clinical asepsis,
Its requires
laboratory apparatus of a
very special character. Its
ingredients are carefully bal-
anced. The result is a lotion
which is
safe and effective.

still available

manufacture

isotonic, sterile,

Optrex is

‘through your Chemist. If
everybody uses it with care
there should be enough te
go round.

OPIREX

BRAND

EYE LOTION

Obtainable from all chemists, at
4/3, triple size 8/-.

Optrex (Overseas) Lid.,, 17 Wadsworth
Road, Perivale, Middlesex, England.
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SPECIALISED TRAINING PAYS

The |.C.85. Trained Man bas a tre-
smendous advantage over the Untrained
Man when applications for positions
are being considered. Secure a BETTER
job with the heip ot 1.C.S. Speclalised
Training.
Radio Engineer
Aero Engineer
Mechanical Eng.
Fitter & Turper

rurnfture Maker
Architecture
Electrical Eng,
Concrete Work

Motor Mechanic FHumbing
Sheet Metal Work Marine Exams
Quantity Estimating Civil Eng.
Carpenter & Joiner Accountancy

or write for the Free LGC.8.
Prospectus, stating subject, trade oOF
profession which Interests you. Over
300 1.C.S, home-study Courses avall-
able. Don't delay-—write TQ-DAYI
INTERNATIONAL
. CORRESFONDENCE S8CHOOLS,
Dept. L, 182 Wakefleld 8t., Wellington.

Call
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