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was stormy and windy all that night,"
the teller said, "and we cried ourselves
out. In the morning when we woke,
the storm had passed, and it was a
clear, blue Peking day in the spring.I remember how I walked in the streets
and said to myself it does no good, for
the sun to shine or the storm to go-
the revolution is dead now, for Sun
Yat-sen is gone and we ere lost. I felt
we were all through. Then I went south
to join the revolution again, and foundit was still going on with new leaders
and new people and’ stronger than ever;
and we won, I suppose I learned ther
that China is greater than any man or
any group. It’s the country that is great,
and nothing can stop it."
Deep within China the great revolu-
tion of Asia is working itself up to a
climax. Both within the Nationalist
Party and out of it are distinguished
Liberals, scholars and statesmen, who
are still battling for the creation of a
free and freedom-loving China.
To keep the permanent friendship of
this great nation almost any price is
small. Americans have a real obligation,
as allies in arms, to assist the Chinese
with force at the present moment on a
scale far greater than we have done for
the past two years. And if this obliga-
tion is not too long denied, we shall
find on reaching China vital forces
eager to join us in pursuing the ends
we consider the true ideals of America.

BOOKS

GEESE AND SWANS
LITERATURE AND AUTHORSHIP IN
NEW ZEALAND. By Alan Mulgan.P.E.N. Books. Allen & Unwin Ltd.,
through Progressive Publishing Society,
Wellington. e

[tT is difficult to write a book aboutNew Zealand literature. without
writing too much. Mr. Mulgan has not
written too much, but he has written
about far too many people. Into his 57
pages of text he has dragged well over
100 authors, and that is perilously like
cataloguing instead of interpretation. He
is, of course, right in refusing to draw
a line between literature and journalism;
and if he regarded it as his task to show
how many people in New Zealand have
expressed themselves in print, what
kind of people they are or have been,
and what their contemporaries have
thought about them, he has done his
work well. But it is a dangerous pastime
in literature as well as in politics to
convert geese into swans. We have had
perhaps a dozen writers so far whose
‘work will survive through our second
century, Another dozen could be named
whom it is not waste time to re-read.
But it is not easy to think of a justi-
fication for resuscitating an additional
eight or 10 dozen. They have no sig-
nificance in New Zealand itself, and it

is putting us wrong with the rest of the
world to point to them as interpreters
of our life. Mr. Mulgan may, of course,
reply that he wrote not to disinter the
dead, or to secure decent burial for
those about to die, but to show how
writers fare in New Zealand; whether
authorship is or is not a way of living
here; and whether we are beginning to
find a voice of our own. If he does, it
will be a good reply, but not an answer
to the complaint that geese and swans
are different birds and better kept
apart.

SOMETHING, BUT HOW MUCH?
SOMETHING TO TELL. Short Stories by
Isobel Andrews. Progressive Publishing
Society, Wellington.
T was a good, if slightly bold, idea to
give this collection the title of its
last story. Mrs. Andrews not only has
something to tell: she knows how to
tell it. In this kind of thing--situations
that depend on characterisation but not
on extraordinary people-she works so
easily and so surely that there is seldom
any more to be said. A gushing, foolish
woman floundering about in a conver-
sation about books; a girl whose life

:
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