RATS LIKE BEER

—But Now They Can’t Get Drunk

Frpm a BBC Talk by London’s Official Rat-catcher

ILLIAM DALTON, like his an-
cestors before him, is official
rat-catcher of the City of London.

F my wife was listening to me,
she’d say: “Eh, hop it, I've
heard enough about rats. Get

out of the way,” she’'d say, “You’re
holding up the washing.” The
women of our family, the Daltons
of the City of London, are sick and
tired of the word rat, sick and tired of
it. Last summer, my wife and I had a
holiday in Devon, and before we went
she said, “Bill,” she -said, “I hope you
don’t talk about rats while we're away.”
I didn’t, but it was hard, very hard.
You see, he’s an artist, really, the rat-
catcher is, and his mind’s always on his
work.

We start th: job in our family just
about as soon as we can walk. There’s
three of us in this generation—three
brothers—all rat-catchers. When we
were kids, we used to go out with dad
on Friday nights, after school. Those

were the best nights of the weeks for
us, and in that way, we'd done all the
ground work long before we were 10
years of age. When we were 14, we wereg
put into a building at night alone to
put what we knew into practice. That
was the way our father, our grandfather
and his father before him had been
trained, and it was what we would do
with our own sons. )

Rats have been in the news lately
because they do a terrible lot of damage
to stuffl we can’t afford to lose in war-
time, You will understand that I’'m play-
ing my part in keeping them down, but
here’s something I'd like you to know.

And here’s one thing—I've always
thought it a bad description of an un-
pleasant human being to call him a rat.
Believe me, it's an expression you'll
never hear a rat-catcher use. The rat’s
a gallant fellow, and if you ask me, the
1at has a far larger amount of intellect
than plenty of people you see about—
far larger and more family feeling, too.
You sometimes hear of babies left on
doorsteps. Now that’s a thing a rat

would never do. The mother rat will
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defend her young against any ferret you
like to put down. And there’s no one
so good at making a nice home as the
lady rat.

I was called into a big city hospital
once. The price tickets were disappear-
ing from the carcasses of meat in the
farder. Well, it was a lady rat all right:
We found her in the space under the
dynamo which works the refrigerator.
There she was with seven little nippers
~—all tucked into a beautiful nest made
of meat tickets and bits of string—over
200 tickets altogether. But what inter-
ested me was, that rat had enough intei-
lect when she got into that great clean
larder and found she was “expecting,”
to look around and say: “Well, I'm
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A on Joy! RINSOS
RICHER,THICKER SUDS
MAKE HEAVY WARTIME
WASHING EASY! AND

HELP CLOTHES _
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Even heavy work-clothes won’t
and up to constant hard rub-
ing! .Pop them into a tub of
Rinso’s richer thicker suds, Then
with just a rub or two— dirt
comes streaming out! - Careful
Ireatment is s0 important-—now
that replacements ate hard to
get. See that /P
ou, have
inso next
washday,

IT'S' TRUE! Just a dab with
W index, a quick rub and the

dingiest window pane glistens
and smifes back at you! No
messy washing with soap
and water—there’s only
one way to wash win-
dows once you've
. tried Windex.
At all grocers and
departmental stores.
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WINDEX
Glass Cleaner

s
3 other Pty Howse- Products
- FURNEX Liquid, Veneer

HANDEX Hand Protector
BATHEX Bath Cleiner

N.Z. Agents: S.A. Smith & Co., Ltd.. Auckland

Winter Chaps
and Roughness

Keep them white, soft and lovely.
Whatever your work, whatever
the weather, Sydal will give your
hands that care that will kecp
them lovely. Use only 2 little
Sydal, and use it often, especially
before and after work or exposure
to weather, Sydal rubs right
in. Keep Sydal always handy and
your hands will keep beautiful.

Send name and address, together with 3d.
in stamps for postage and packing, for
generous free sample, to Sydal Proptietary
Ltd., 156 Willis St., Wellington, Box 367.

Sold by all Chemists and Stores

-oe For the Skin~it Rubs Right In
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