DIPHTHERIA
IMMUNISATION

Reply to Dr. Turbott

Sir,—Dr. H. B. Turbott takes excep-
tion to an advertisement published by
the Auckland branch of the British
Union for Abolition of Vivisection. The
advertisement was the society’s answer
to an advertisement issued by the
Health Department on January 31,
claiming complete safety and world-
wide success of diphtheria immunisa-
tion fpr children. Dr. Turbott states
that our advertisement is misleading,
and our statements untrue. Let us ex-
gmine the statements.

The Health Department advertised
that wartime Britain had treated
4,000,000 children in three years; very
few were upset for even a single day;
not one mishap occurred in that huge
number. In our advertisement, figures
were given from the House of Commons
showing that there had been 9500 cases
during those three years, and at least 41
deaths in 1942 and 21 deaths in the first
six months of 1943, in fully immunised
children in Britain, Is the British

0 . 2 ' Minister of Health wrong, or are these
‘7 ) i ?
er 0 oo o ® N ‘ not mishaps?

We can substantiate our statement by
other records of reactions and mishaps.

w Five doctors in the British Medical
hy nOt ehange t“ a Journal, March 7, and 14, 1942, wrote
on this question:

NURSING CAREER? | o e o vovwn om

a certam proportion of reactions do
. occur.”” In 1940, Dr. Tudor Lewis,
What future does your present job hold for you? deputy Maedical Officer of Health for

Why not change to nursing now-—you can do so. up to 30, You Cr?'tdm' admmef he had 35 mild and
. e sovere reactions.

ensure for yourself work of the greatest interest and national im- * o reac

ortance, and open up a fu AR Dr. Turbott says: “The statement that

P i > Fl .P P tufe full of possﬂnlmes of travel, of there has been loss of life is untrue in

promotion, and intense human interest. our time. There has been no trouble

When peace comes, nurses will play a most important part in the anywhere in the world with modern
buildi s :, materials and techniques.” We definitely
ng of a “new world challenge that statement. At Ring Col-

On entering a hospital, a nurse receives, as part of her regular duty, lege, County Waterford, one girl died
a full practical and theoretical training, She receives free board, S“dl a d““mbe’ }‘l’f °th°’h Chl‘)ld'e“
- . s eveloped serious illness with tubercu-
nn}form .and laundry, in add-ltlon to 'hcr salary, and regular fully lar symptoms, after inoculation against
paid holidays. And at all times varied recreational facilities are diphtheria, in 1937, not so long ago! On
available to her. ' May 27, 1943, the case of a boy five-
years-old was brought to the notice of
Nurges are always n.eeded—-today more than ever because of the the British House of Commons owing
development of Hospital and Health Services. to severe reactions after immunisation
- by school authorities without parent’
Vol consent. On November 24, 1942, an in-
Decide NOW to become a NURSE! _ quest was held at Coventry concerning

Ask for an iterview with the Matron of you uesrest Hospltal,or | & ohi, 1, % oo uho died ollving

write to the Hospital or Department of Health, for a Free Copy of of immunisation in a German town wss

informative literature on Nursing as a Career. reported in the British Medical Journal,
June 25, 1938, Dr. Reinhardt admitting

Ww w “‘e M that 28 children in a convalescent home
amn yom W W at Lubeck developed diphtheria though
Jﬁz an / Wmt immunised under the best conditions.

QOur own mail and personal contacts

X tell us that it is too sweeping a state-
) ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH [} ment to say that in New Zealand
thousands are being protacted each
year, without trouble of any kind.
Statistics show that not more than 10
per cent of children “ever contract
diphtheria even in epidemics, so 90 per
cent, in any case, are naturally immune.
The latest figures published, 1941,
show the total deaths for the whole of
New Zealand to be 17, whereas deaths

from cancer and heart dissase run into
thousands. On March 7, 1943, the

(continued on next page)
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