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time of the Pharaohs, Dr. Sutch does
not labour, though he stresses the
obvious. He has marshalled an array of
telling facts and uses logic and com
mon sense in their application. His con
clusion is that to get the industrial
machine to do its best it will need to
be overhauled and humanised to a far
greater degree.
It is important that Dr. Sutch cor
roborates Dr. Hare in regarding New
Zealand as not ahead but behind in the
matter of industrial relations. Britain is
doing fairly well in the handling of her
factory problems, but, even in Britain,
the land of the Derby, they have a
long way to go before they achieve for
machinists and miners the standards set
by good stables for hunters and steeple
chasers.

F.L.C.
A CURTAIN LECTURE
WE NEW ZEALANDERS. By A. R. D.Fairburn. Progressive Publishing Society.
Reviewed by F. L. Combs

"POOR old New Zealand. She is duefor another kick in the pants,"
was my thought when I saw Mr. A. R.
D. Fairburn’s title We New Zealanders.
My forecast is fulfilled. Does Mr. Fair-
burn enjoy himself? Does a boxer enjoy
himself when, confident that he has a
mug to deal with, he sets out to land
his punches wherever he pleases?
One New Zealander bridles a bit
under the diatribe indulged in in We
New Zealanders. Diatribes are apt to be
bad-tempered things. Mrs. Caudle was
not an angelic better half. Suppose we
regard Mr. Fairburn as a male Mrs.
Caudle. What does he curtain-lecture us
about?

Here is a brief summary of our de-fects-our abject submission to dictation
from overseas in all matters from cul-
ture to currency-our feeble snobbish-ness-our ape-like capacity for copying
without adopting-our grovelling imper-
cipience of anything but the mainchance-our damned mediocrity-our
opinions on beer which are not (at least
mine are not) those of Mr. Fairburn-
our national vice of stupidity-our
political dumbness, etc., etc.
And then the phrase I was expecting
from the outset: "you (New Zealand-
ers) need a good stiff kick in the pants
to bring you round."

Well, we have had the kick, and if
we take it lying down we shall confirm
a good deal of what Mr. Fairburn has
vigorously and almost recklessly said.
{ I for one wish to rejoin. It is no
admission on my part to say that a good
deal of what Mr. Fairburn has said is
true; because, though true, it is true of
every other country in the world. G.
B. Shaw made a fortune by saying it
of the British with a point and malice
hardly equalled by Mr. Fairburn,
Mencker said the same and worse of
Americans, but his cudgel, though
brutal, was more discriminating thanMr. Fairburn’s bothers to be.
To wind up, We New Zealanders is
worth reading if only New Zealanderswill resent it. Its spirit is one of in-
soucience begotten of an airy confidence
in the writer's impunity. If, heaven
help us, "we" take it lying down, it will
do a good deal of harm. Caught bend-
ing we shall have permitted ourselves
to be laid out cold.
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