
EVEN THE WAVES ARE
STANDARDISED
"The Listener’? Learns About A

Trade-emark:
[RE sign which we reproduce here may soon become familiarto the New Zealander as an indication that the article or
commodity carrying it has fulfilled certain requirements which
have been defined by the New Zealand Standards Institute. Ht
has atready appeared on school Stationery, and manufacturersof some other goods have applied tor it, too. It is.the symbol of
a development which has been found to be of great importancein other countries in the speeding up and multiplication of war
industries, and which could have some significance in New
Zealand peacetime economy.

N New Zealand, as in other
countries, an institute was
founded some years ago to
arrange for standardisation of
engineering materials and prac-
tices, and the idea very quickly
spread to other phases of industry, for
reasons which are obvious to anyonewho has moved from one house to
another and found it necessary to ,buy
new plugs for the radio, the toaster, the
iron, and the heater.
The Standards Institute quickly be-
came recognised by the Government as a

national necessity, and now it operates
as a division of the Department of In-
dustries and Commerce, without power
as yet to enforce standards, but with
authority to make reports and. recom-
mendations that could become law if the
Government found them necessary.
In the last few weeks the Institute has
released for the first time a standard
mark (reproduced on this page) whichwill probably become familiar to the
buyer of retail goods before many months
have gone by. The Listener decided to
call on the secretary (L. J. McDonald)
to find out what is involved in the

spreading of the Institute’s activity, andwhat meaning the new mark will have
for the purchaser of an article bearingit.
"Look at the Waves"
It is putting it tamely to say that Mr.
McDonald believes in the future of
standardisation. He will argue its possi-
bilities; its "far-reaching implications,"with a gleam in his eye, and dispose of
popular misconceptions about it with
ready examples. "What is a dictionary but
a standard specification for language sothat words will mean the same to every-one?" he asks. "And think of the stan-
dardisations in Nature. Look at the
waves."
"But standardisation doesn’t mean
sameness," he says. "It doesn’t mean uni-
formity in aesthetic values, where every-
body wants to preserve individuality.
Standardised furniture, for example,
doesn’t mean the same chairs for every-
one. It simply means that certain basic
universal factors in materials used and
methods of manufacture, can be outlined
by a committee representing the trade
and other interested parties, and agreedto as being essential to an acceptable
product, and then the Standard mark
can be fixed and the buyer will know
what he’s getting.
"Then women’s hats. You might
imagine they’d be the last thing to stan-
dardise. But it’s a question of quality
(continued on next page)
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CLEAN FALSE Teeth
ThIS NEW EASY WAY
Half 4 tumbler of warm
water. Stir in 8 heaped
teaspoonful of Steradent:
Steep your dentures over-
night Or 20 minutes:
Rinsewell under the tap.
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