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UntroubledbyTeething
Teething i8 casier when babits are regular
and the bloodstream is cooL Stecdman' $
Powders ~asafeand gentleaperient ~keephabits regularduring the teething period.
Used by mothers for over Ioo years for
children uP to I4yearsofage. Keepsome
Steedman 8 handy:
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EVEN. THE WAVES ARE
STANDARDISED
(continued from previous page)
"When I say it’s got to come, I’m
thinking of competition with overseas
manufacturers. In the States, production
costs have been brought down by spec-
tacular percentages, by simplifying and
standardising production and distribu-
tion. Obviously we’ll have to do the
same, if our own products are not goingto be expensive in comparison with im-
ported equivalents."

How It Is Done
We asked Mr. McDonald how the
Institute goes about its work. First, it
appears, the initiative comes from out-
side-a responsible person or body sug-:
gests that a standard specification should
be framed for which may be anything
from corsetry-making to a code of by-
laws for "means of egress" in buildings,
from pale boiled linseed oil to a test
for the "obscuration" value of curtain
material, from black nuts and bolts to
a fitted cistern for the decontamination
of anti-gas oilskin clothing. In fact, for
almost anything where there are likely
to be two ways about it.
Then the Institute calls together all
the parties likely to be affected, repre-
sentatives of manufacturers’ employees,
retailers, local bodies, consumer interests,
government departments, and so on. It

acts in a secretarial capacity, prepares
the agenda by consultation with experts
near at hand, and assists in the delibera-
tions. Finally a

_
specification will be

drafted and published, and, if it refers
to a retail product, it defines the criterion
by which the applications for use of the
new standard mark will be judged. Many
British Standard specifications have been
adopted, with modifications where neces-
sary.
What America Does

In America, needless to say, standard-isation is being.vigorously developed. It
forms the core of the War ProductionBoard’s policy.
But there is one very interesting phe-
nomenon which is linked to it, and which
has no parallel in New Zealand. A non-
profit organisation called Consumer’s
Union publishes monthly reports and an
Annual Buying Guide, which gives the
member-subscriber unbiased accounts of
the value of all sorts of retail goods-from electric shavers to toothpaste, from
portable radios to ginger ale.
One copy we saw in the Standards
Institute Library had a photograph of
(continued on next page)

"The buyer will know what he is
getting"


