
"Greatest Bookman Of
His Time"

Tribute to Andrew Lang |

EF
ORTY years ago there was a lit-
erary man in London who was so
versatile and did such a_ vast
amount of work of high quality

that someone said of him that he must
be a syndicate. As a serious poet he
wrote one of the best of modern son-
nets; as a writer of graceful verse he
was in the front rank, and could turn
lines upon anything from cricket to
higher education for women. As an es-
sayist he was scholarly and witty and
touched nothing that he did not adorn.
As an anthropologist he revolutionised
the science and his work was a fore-
runner. of Frazer’s famous Golden
Bough. A fine classical scholar, he col-
laborated in the most popular transla-
tion of the Odyssey. He wrote a four-
volume history of his native country,
Scotland, and biographies of several of
her great figures. He also wrote novels.
He was a Jacobite, but with no illusions
about the Young Pretender. When Ana-
tole France put out a study of Joan of
Arc, he was so incensed that he sat
down and wrote a book to defend
her. Every year he issued a book
of fairy stories for children, and these
are stiJl read. The greatest bookman of
his time, he has been called. Yet if you
had gone to Lord’s to an important
match, you would probably have seenhim there, as if time did not matter.
Have you guessed who he was? Andrew
Lang, Stevenson’s "Dear Andrew with
the brindled hair." Andrew Lang was
born in 1844, this month, and this Sun-
day afternoon, April 2, Station 2YA is
going to pay him a centennial tribute.ra ae ne a eS ene rene eine nema ee eS ar
Chaplin as "Bluebeard"
"BLUEBEARD" will be the subjectof Charlie Chaplin’s next film, it
has been announced, and the actor has
a new star in mind, Alice Ealand, a
dark, blue-eyed ex-model. Six months
after his fourth marriage (to Oona, the
18-year-old daughter of Eugene O’Neill)
and six weeks before the blood-test
which cleared him of the paternity
charge laid against him by a former
protegée, Joan Barry, Chaplin an-
nounced that he will do the story of
Bluebeard "with an amusing angle."
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