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MUCH ADO AT MASSEY COLLEGE
Ex-Servicemen and Women as Students

HECTIC period of planning to
meet the record number of stu-
dent enrolments has been neces-
sary at Massey Agricultural Col-

lege, Palmerston North, this year. The
unprecedented number of students has
been due largely to many ex-servicemen
having taken advantage of the Rehabili-tation Board’s scheme for training men
for the land; and also to the strong
support, from both young men and
young women, given to the newly-intro-
duced course in horticulture. Ex-service-
men comprise roughly one-third of the
total enrolments.
Fortunately the College authorities
were fully prepared for the rush. The
Board, of Governors had for months
been planning to meet the post-war
needs of agriculture, and their forecast
that there would be a strong "back-to-
the-land’"’ movement even before hostili-
ties had ceased has been proved true.
Some of the ex-servicemen have of
course had experience of farming, and
need only a refresher course in modern
agricultural developments before going
on to properties of their own. Others
wish to begin at the beginning.
The large enrolment of young women
for the College courses has been met

by the acquisition of the old Monro
homestead block of 12 acres along the
terrace adjoining the College land. This
homestead block carries a 14-roomed
house which is now being used as resi
dential quarters for the girls, who in
clude quite a number taking the gen
eral farming, as well as the horticultural,
course. An annexe of former Army huts
has already been necessary. Pressure
on accommodation space will be in
creased next year, when further enrol
ments will be made for the two-year
horticultural course.
New appointments to the College staff
have also been necessary this year since
instruction in farm engineering has been
added to the College course to meet the
increasing mechanisation of farming op
erations. It is felt by the College auth
orities that the post-war world will see
many of the scientific and mechanical
developments for warfare converted or
modified to suit agricultural purposes;
and that a thorough grounding in en
gineering principles is necessary if the
farmer of to-morrow is to take advan
tage of these developments up to the
limits imposed by economics and pro
fit-making.
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A party of college students on their way to a field demonstration pause for a
moment to admire the view from Mount Stuart, on which the Sandon district

war memorial stands.

A view of the rear of the Massey College main building, which is steadily being
covered with Virginian creeper.


