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SPEAKING

HATTER'S CASTLE

(Paramount British)

€ THIS is the fourth novel by
- A. J. Cronin to have
found its way to the screen,
but it was the first he wrote.
Audiences who remember his Stars
Look Down and The Citadel will look
in vain here for any of the “social sig-
nificance” which distinguished those
works, and they may be surprised to
find such a piling up of genuine vintage
melodrama. Not so those who have
read Hatter’s Castle in the original.
They will notice here and there s tele-
scoping of characters and incidents, but
the general atmosphere of almost unre-
lieved gloom and a mounting death-
rate remains much the same as in the
book.

I enjoyed this picture very much,
which may seem a strange thing to say
after what I have just written. But the
story has so much the savour of the Old-
time Theayter-—complete even to the
scene of the seduced daughter being
turned out into the storm by her en-
raged father—that it is impossible to

CANDIDLY

feel it subjectively or to regard it as
enything much more than an exercise in
juicy character-acting, The period of
the melodrama is the 1870’s, and in
more ways than one the melodrama
belongs to its period.

Robert Newton (the actor who “stole”
Major Barbara), gives a tour de force in
histrionics as the megalomaniac James
Brodie, heavily underlining the charac-
ter’s brutality and arrogance. And
Dennis, the shop assistant who precipi-
tates Brodie’s ruin (this is a cémposite
of two characters in the novel), is as
slimy a slug as you could wish to tread
on: a perfect part for Emlyn Williams,
which he plays with all stops open.
Another full-blooded character is Nancy,
the barmaid, who is Brodie’s mistress
(excellently played by Enid Stamp-
Taylor). Setting off the lushness of
these figures are Brodie’s unprotesting,
long-suffering wife (Beatrice Varley)
and daughter, Mary (Deborah Xerr),
whose docile, almost negative quality is
also completely “in period.” Deborah
Kerr will be remembered as the hero-
ine of Love on the Dole. In this pre-
sent role her poise and economy of

movement give a curious, but most
attractive impression of inner stillness,
of being isolated and immune while
tragedy gathers about her.

ABOVE SUSPICION

(M-G-M)

© “OOH!" says Joan Craw-

~ ford, “we’re going to be

spies, Just like in the

movies,” And just like in the

movies it is when Miss Craw-

ford and Fred MacMurray, two Yanks

at Oxford, agree to combine a honey-

moon in pre-war Germany with a

Dangerous Assignment for the British

Foreign Office—to bring back to Eng-

land the formula of Germany’s mag-
netic mine.

Sinister figures soon start to flit across
their path. A sad blow to any young
woman on her honeymoon, especially to
one of Miss Crawford’s sartorial tastes,
is that she is condemned, for the pur-
poses of the plot, to wear one awful hat
throughout. But even sadder blows are
to fall. A Nazi general is assassinated
at a Liszt concert, thereby creating a
messy situation for several people; a
former Rhodes Scholar (Basil Rath-
bone) turns out to be a dirty dog in
the Gestapo—cries of “Shame!” and
“Impossible!”—and Miss Crawford gets

(Continued on next page)

~ ‘Beautiful
Grandmothers

iTry this simple easy way
‘to look fresh and young

Tokalon  White

Vanishing Créme
refreshes and improves th3 appear-

ance of your skin. Makes it look
fresh and young, feel good and smell
good. Successful resuits guaranteed
or money refundsd. Obtainahle at
your favourite cosmetic counter.

“Créme Tokalon

Creation of Tokalon Lid.,
Avon House, Oxford Stre=t, London.
Manufactured by Salmond & Spraggon Ltd.,
Maritime Building, Wellington.

12

At ! 50 THATS THE wna
YOU CLEAN YOUR %
2

i

Haven't

Of course!
heard about * Steradent’?

Well, I've seen it advertised.

you

Just you try it—Watch—
Simply add thss much to half a
tumbler of warm water. Stir—
thus. Now your false teeth,
please.

Here they are, Mr Demonstrator.

You leave them in the solution
overnight, or at least while you
dress, And they come out per-
fectly clean !

Yes! 1 must get some in the
morning.

CLEAN FALSE TEETH
THIS NEW EASY WAY
Half a tumbler of
warm water., Stir In a
heaped teaspoonful of
¢ Steradent.’ Bteep your
dentures overnight or
20 minutes. Rinse well
under the tap.

Sterade'n,\,t

" cleans and sterilizes false teeth

Reckitt & Oolman (New Zealand),
Lid,, Bond Btreet, Dunedin. B8t 47
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How to deal with

Night Attacks of

Asthma

Those who wake up to an exhausting
fight for breath late at night or in the
small hours of the morning will need
no bidding to take Asthma seriously.
To suffer Asthma is a grim experience;
one which makes a careful health dis-
cipline well worth while.

A wise course for the night sufferer is
to have his evening meal early and to
abstain from rich, heavy food. No
meat, pastry, cake or cheese should
be taken after 7 p.m. Moderation is
necessary in smoking or in drinking—
especially is this true in the evenings.
Asthma sufferers also should take
great care to keep warm.

Dr. Hair’s Asthma Treatment is based
on the principle that Asthma attacks
are caused by a condition favouring
spasm of the bronchial muscles. The
objective of the Treatment is to re-
lieve this strain-— thus relieving the
actual attack.

Try this well-known treatment and prove its
benefits for yourself. 5/5 a bottle at leading

chemists, or 6/3 posted from Salmond &
Spraggon Ltd., 1 Customhouse Quay, Wgtn.

Dr. Hair’s

ASTHMA TREATMENT
l t4 I
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