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Next Wednesday, November 8th ac 2.30 P.m: the magnificentCentennialExhibition inWellingtonwillbeopenedwithbrilliantceremonybyHisExcellencytheGovernorGeneral,ViscountGalway,P.C;,G.C-M.G. DSO_O.B.E: Whereveryoulive,besure totakepartinthishistorical event.

TheExhlbitionwill thrilland delightYoubyits vast AMPLEACCOMMODATIONFORALLsize, beautiful layout, its hundreds of industrial Besides the many hotels and the specially-builtexhibits, its courts and pavilions, the marvellous Exhibition Hotel (situated near theExhibition, and
illuminations,reflectingpools,thecascadesofcolour; wich 500 beds), the Accommodation Bureau hasaccommodation available in private homes forthe I0 acres of Playland with countless amazing several thousand visitors daily: Write theOfficial
showsandamusements: You'veneverseenanything AccommodationBureau,P.o Box544,Wellington:likeic Sa ic'$thegreatestExhibitioneverheldin the Or, secure printed form, How to Obtain
Southern Accommodation; from any PostOfficeorRailwayHemisphere ! Make ic a family affair4 Station.

Ns0ZCENTENNIAL
EXHIBITION
8thNOVEMBER WELLiNGTONtoMAY,1940 To MOTORISTS COME1
ADMISSION_ADULTS Il- Motorwithyourfamilyt0theExhibition. ThisIa

madePossiblebyspecialPetrolallowances to bona-JUVENILES UNDER 16, 6d. fideholidaytravellers (extra20to30gallonsoverand
Theoneadmission ticket abovethe increasedallowanceof 18~gallonsand 14
admics to all Courts and gallons according to car availableduring
Industrlal Exhibits (except November.) AmpleParkingspaceinandnear
the Waitomo Caves 'J: theExhibitionGrounds SpecialMotorCamp
also tOthePlaylandPark: atMiramar_~a fewminutesfromtheExhibicion.
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Christchurch
Singer's Success
In Australia
(From Our Australian Correspondent

ECOND prize in Australia’s
most important opera contest,
the Sun Aria competition,

was won in Melbourne in October
by Mrs. Harold Cordery, the well-
known Christchurch soprano who
has been heard frequently in re-
citals over 3YA. This year there
were 142 entrants, comprising the
finest young operatic voices in the
Commonwealth and several pro-
mising singers from New Zealand.
In the preliminary stages of the con-
test, which is held annually in conjunctionwith the famous Ballarat competitions,Mrs. Cordery impressed the judge withher singing of Weber’s "Ocean, Thou
Mighty Monster." He commented: "Her
voice has purity, power and brilliance
and is used with histrionic imagination.
She responded freely to the great aria’s
changing moods."
In the finals, which were sung before
an audience of 3,000 people in the Mel-
bourne Town Hall, Mrs. Cordery was
awarded 179 points, and the winner,Miss Mavis Webster, of Bendigo, Vic-
toria, gained 184 points. The judge, Mr.Thorold Waters, commented: "While it
cannot be said that Alison Cordery is
heavily dramatic, her singing was finely
controlled and at all points musical."
Mrs. Cordery’s success against un-
usually strong competition is a tribute
not only to her own talent but also to
the skill and judgment of her teachers,
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. M.
Stephens, of Riccarton, she took up sing-
ing only about five years ago after her
marriage to Mr. Cordery. She studied
voice production under Miss Lucy Full-
wood, who is now Mrs. Leslie Kent, of
Christchurch, and for the last four years
has been trained by Mr. Will Hutchens
of Christchurch,
In 1938 she went to England with
her husband on what was intended to
be a holiday trip, but eventually became
a period of very hard study. In London,
she was trained by the Australian singer,
Miss Dorothy Helmrich. But for the
outbreak of war, she would have re-
turned to Europe this year for a further
term with Miss Helmrich. As it is, she
is resigned to singing "Home, Sweet
Home" in the gentle security of St.
Albans, Christchurch.
In the New Zealand musical field,Mrs. Cordery’s successes include win-
ning the women’s scholarship at the
Christchurch Competitions Society trialsin 1935, and the grand opera aria con-
test in May this year. But to take even
second prize in the 230-guinea Sun Aria
contest is easily the handsomest feather
in her cap so far. Sun Aria winners
have for years more than held their own
in world music. Among the most out-
standing are the New Zealander, Denis
Dowling, and the great Australian prima
donna and Metropolitan Opera House
star, Marjorie Lawrence.


