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dinner two or three times before he was
Satisfied with it. Yet he used that very care-
ful literary style to depict the rough life of
the Californian gold diggings, and some of
his stories and poems have become classics.It is not, however, generally known that he
left America in 1878 to become a Consul
abroad, and never returned. C. R. Allen is
to give a centennial talk about him from 4YA
on Thursday, October 12, at 8.40 p.m.

Another New Serial
Spring is coming in indeed, and what with
daylight saving and the lengthening days,
people will be thinking soon about summer
sports. But when the new serial, "Silas
Marner," begins from 3YA at 8.47p.m. on
Tuesday, October 10, we can visualise Christ-
church people torn by a dreadful conflict of
emotion-whether ’tis better to have another
set of tennis or another hour of the wireless
pet.

Forty Years Ago
The people of the gay ’nineties had a repu-
‘tation for fast living, but their songs don’t
support it. Such a melody as " Silver Threads
Among the Gold" brought many a lump to
the late nineteenth century throat, and "The
Man Who Broke the Bank at Monte Carlo,"
"Daddy Wouldn’t Buy Me a Bow-Wow," and
"Two Little Girls in Blue," were hardly less
effective in producing sobs or laughs. In a
programme arranged by Frank Luther, well-
known American broadcaster, to be presented
from 2YC Wellington at 8.45 p.m. on Friday,
October 13, many of these songs will be re-
called. Be honest with yourself and see what
happens as you listen,

Hobson’s Choice
Captain Hobson, our first Governor, and
one of the most pathetic figures in our early
history, came to New Zealand on a difficult
ésand delicate mission. He had to do the best
he could to make New Zealand, or part of\ it, British; but at the same time he had the
_ most definite instructions to make the welfareof the natives his first consideration. These
instructions are a State document of the high-
est importance. They show that while the
irregular settling of New Zealand was
attended by a good deal of rascality, the
official founding of the colony had fine idealsat the back of it. Mrs. R. M. E. Ross is to

speak about Hobson’s instructions on Tues-
day evening, October 10, from 4YA Dun-
edin at 8.40 p.m.

Cinderella: Round the: Wettd
Fairy stories are much travelled things.
The same story crops up in different parts
of the globe and it is sometimes hard to
trace where it came from. This is certainly
the case with Cinderella. The story of the
slipper appears in ancient writings in various
forms. It is found in Italian and French
literature, and it is an interesting point that
in the English version Cinderella’s slipper is

of glass. But from about 670 B.C.-when the
story seems to have started-the slipper was
of fur, and fur it is no doubt in Rossini’s
comic opera "La Cenerentole," to which
listeners will hear the overture from 3YA
Christchurch at 8.30 p.m. on Sunday, October 8,

Off The Tourist Route
Very few people know Greece at first hand,
especially the Greece away from the ports
of Athens and Corinth. Some tourists wander
round the ruins of the Parthenon and try
to recapture the old glory. But there is an-
other Greece, the Greece of the old peasant
and the shopkeeper; the Greece of the olive
tree and the vine, of the wildflower and the
climbing goat. There is at least one person in
New Zealand who knows that Greece at first
hand, and that is Ida Lawson of Dunedin.
Miss Lawson studied archaeology at Cam-
bridge and toured the Mediterranean with a
girl friend. She got to know the people of
Greece and had many curious experiences.
You will hear about them if you listen to
3YA on Thursday, October 12, at 9.5 p.m.

SHORTWAVES
ORWEGIANS are not talkers; they are menof few words, literally so. The Norwegian
dictionary is only about one-fifth the size of

ours. The consequence is that the poor things haveto say exactly what they mean all the time.-Com-
mander W. Ibett. * Bo *
‘TAKE note that in the old days no man wasaccepted as an artist who was not also a skilled
craftsman.-Frank Kelly, talking about the old
armourers in England.

* * *
It has taken the authorities twenty years to coaxthe grizzly bears from the woods. A ranger always
stands on guard in the food lorry in case of emerg-
ency. One old lady asked anxiously if the gun wasto shoot the bears if they bothered the people,"No," he replied, "it’s to shoot the people if theybother the bears."--From a broadcast by E. Burdon
Sanderson, about Yellowstone Park.

* % *
HE newness of these countries (particularlySouth Africa and New Zealand), and their culetural mediocrity, drive an artist into isolation and
revolt, and the need to assert himself and to find
sympathetic friends may turn him into a refugee.-A London book reviewer, discussing d’Arcy Cresse
well’s " Present Without Leave."

* * *
GINGERS of part songs, except when seated, arebest heard and not seen. Standing, they dropinto such apologetic attitudes. — "The Listener"
(London).

ok % ok

M°2St of us manage to behave fairly decentlyduring any kind of crisis. It is keeping upto the anti-climax that counts--Margaret Barnes in
the "Windsor" magazine.

* * *
FPeRCE

and fraud are in war the two cardinal
virtues.-Thomas Hobbes, " Leviathan."

a Eg *
WHATEVER anybody tells me about boats Ibelieve at once. If you told.me a coracle was
a form of church music, I would accept the informastion without batting an eyelid.-A. A. Thomson in a@"Strolling Commentary."

*K * *e

WE know that Northern Scandinavia is beingpushed up vertically out of the sea at the rateof about one yard a century, and Holland is slowly
sinking under the sea at about a quarter-of-a-yard acentury.-Dr. V. J. Chapman, ile ek a


