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CLOUDS OVER EUROPE

(Columbia)

If we must have films about
preparation for war and the inter-
national tension—and apparently
it has been decided that we must
—then this is the way to make
them. Contrary to the suggestion
in the title, there is nothing grim
and lowering about “Clouds Over
Europe.” It even refuses to take
very seriously a plot by foreign
agents of unidentified but obvious
Teutonic extraction to spirit away
four of His Majesty’s latest war
planes for the sake of the secret
gadgets they contain, This threat
to the realm serves mainly as an
excuse for Ralph Richardson, as an
unorthodox Scotland Yard man, to
potter amiably about—peacefully
brandishing a symbolic umbrella—
and provide cinema patrons with a
feast of humorous acting. If, after
“'The Citadel,” “Divorce of Lady
X" and “South Riding,” there were
any doubt that Richardson is an
all-round genius, thls film would
dispel it.

Eccentricity in Mr. Richardson's sleuth
is not coupled with inefficiency., Undis-
mayed by lack of co-operation from stiff-
necked officials and’ industrialists, and
embarrassing disclosures by a journalist
sister, he meanders blithely from clue to
clue, wins the support of a quixotic young
airman, and eventually arrives, aboard a
British ‘destraoyer, in time to take into
custody a crowd of. sheepish Teutons
whom the airman has cowed. into sub-
mission practically single-handed with a
machine-gun—but not in time to prevent
his oft-disappointed girl friend from
marrying another man. Mr. Richardson's
reaction to this minor disaster is as
phlegmatic as his earlier discovery that
Suspect No. 1 has beesn shot dead by col-

' son

leagues when on the point of confession.

While Mr. Richardson is getting in sly
digs right and left with hiz umbrella at
British bureaucracy and the customary
spy-story formula, Laurence Olivier and
Valerie Hobson are bickering romantic
ally in the background. This, though
much more conventional, is only a few
degrees less enjoyable.

It may be humiliating to some to learn
that “ Clouds Over Europe’ was made
in England with American money: such
persons may take comfort, however, in
the assurance that the brains were
British. In the words of Sleuth Richard-
: “Good show!”

FOUR JUST MEN cat.p)

Four gallant gentlemen set out
to prove that even an M.P. can’t
make crime pay. The story, about
the attempted undoing of the
British Empire, start well, ends un-
convincingly on a “sun never sets”
note.. Frank Lawton is the best of
the four just men, but is out of the
picture most of the time. For sex-
appeal, two personable young
ladies; but one falls down a lift-
shaft in the early stages. Good, if
you like your Edgar Wallace and
plenty of intriguing improbabilities.

THERE AINT NO JUSTICE

{Capad)

Plenty of punch in this one. It's
a healthy story about healthy
people, with healthy minds. To
Director Pen Tennyson go full
marks for stirring a preview audi-
ence out of its satiated seats with
one of the wallopingest boxing
sequences you ever saw. There is
justice, after all. The boy makes
good, the final kiss lands on the
right mouth, and everybody really
is happy about it. I was, You will
be too. Take some peanuts; but
mind you don't choke. Later I
might pay to see it again: at &
matinee, among the children,

CIRCUS GIRL (Republic)

Thrill content: trapeze artists
falling, complete with the bump at
the bottom. Romance: boy meets
girl. Moral: villain dies horribly,
but only after suitable atonement
Highlight: Three seconds of dia
logue halfway through. But three
seconds is only one twelve-- hur
dredth of an hour.

—GM.



