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NATIVE TRUSTS.”

“These Trusts ought to be dealt with by a private Bill.

If the Natives could see that their

reserves wore removed from outside interferencs they would feel that what had taken place
in the past would not take place again, namely, that by one Act afier another the power of retaining these reserves has been

set aside.

When a Native property is put into the hands of the Public Trustee it should no more be capable of being dealt

with by the Goneral Legislature than the property of o private individual.”—ROLLESTON.

NOTIFICATIONS.
.. .__‘._—
TO SUBSCRIBERS.

The price of the Maonr Recomp is &l per
copy. It will be published monthly, and tha
annual subscription for the paper, posted to
any address, is 3s. 6d., paid in advance.

All letters to the Editor must be addressed
to him, Box 9, Post Office, Normanhy, Taranaki.

Subscriptions may be forwarded to Mr. R. 8.
Thompson, at the same address.

We hope alse to place the paper on sale at

leading bookseliers, Support of the paper is
carnestly requested. It s mot a commercial
speculation. No one is getting paid for its pre-

duction but the printer, and out of an earrest
desire to place the pgrievauces, desives, and
aspivations of the Maori people lhefore their
Europoan fellow-subjects, some Maori ladies have
combined to ensure sufficient capital for supply-
ing subscribers for a year without disappoint-
ment. The future lies with the publie, and de-
pends upon their support. In order io promote
the circulation of the Rrcorp, and thus assist the
Native cause, we shall be glad to receive names
of subscribers of £1 per annum, te whom six
copies monthly of the paper will be posted.

SUBSCRIPTIONS ACKNOWLEDGED

We have much pleasure in announcing the fol-
lowing liberal support to the Maorr Recorp i—

M F. Farl, Auckland ...

My I Dufaur, Auckland

My 8, Hesketh, Auckland

Alr J. 8t. Clair, Auckland
Alr W. Swanston, Auckland ...
Mr J. Brown, Auckland

Mr E. Russell, Auckland

Mr O, Samuel, New Plymouth
Mr HL W, Fldd Wellington ...
Me C. Waiata ... .
My J. McMillan, Of.lL\l .
Mr W, Bkelton, New Piymouth
Mr Te Achau, Whanganui
Mr H. Patukopa, Manaia

A Friend, Nm'mzmby
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ADDITIONS TO SUBSCRIPTIONS ACKNOW-

LEDGED.

8. d,

Sir J. Logan Campbell, Auck-
fand 00

Capiain €. A, }ounrf, Anck-
land .. 1L 00

Mr 8. Perey ‘Smlth New Ply
mouth .. 1 00
Mr W IL Gl{lPe Kilikibi .. 1 0 0
Me M. E. I’a.rtrld"e Auckland 1 0 0
My JJ. W, Ellis, Hamiton ... 1 ¢ 0
Mrs, W, . Grace, Kihikjhi ... 1 0 O
Mrs J. W. Ellis, Hamilten ... 1 0 0

We Lave forwarded many copies to individuals
who we thought would like to become subscribers.
As we cannot supply the paper free for an in-
definite period we shill be glad to receive sub-
seriptions from such of these as wish the paper
sent to thert in the futare.

TO CORRESPONDEXNTS.

A column will be open to those who have
useful suggestions to make in Maori matters.
Notes on ancient Maori history, habits, manners
and customs will find a place. Communications
miusk be wrilten on one side of the paper only,
and be as legibie as the writer can make themn;
typed letters preferred.

TO OCR READERS.
We must apologise for the delay in the issue
of the Rucorp this month. The Fditer has
been sorely ill, is still far from well, and there is
no staff,  Should owr readers approve of our
efforts and recommend our paper lo their neigh-
Lors, we may in time be able to pay an under-
study, thongh we go slipendless. We are by no
means  disappointed  with  the encouragement
given us. We have received not ecnly a little
coin, but literary matter of many degrees of
warmth in advocacy of the Muorl cawse. For
the coin we feel like the schoollboy who, thank-
ing his mother for a cake, said: I thank thee
for thy kindness past, and humbly hope for
mere.”  For the “copy” we are meore thankfol
than we can express, but we are sorry that some
of it is toe true for cold print. We know that

the nalives ave bitler almost to desperation, we
have heard the most bloodthirsty aspirations,
but we dare not make the public mind uneasy
by recording irresponsible threats or prophesy-
ing evil days to come. ‘We believe the publie
wishes the Maori well, and the days of despaiv
for the latter have not yet come.

The
Maori Land Settle-
ment Bill.

The above 1Bl iIs ealled by the natives “Te
Thire Muaru”—the Cenfiscation Bill. It gives the
Native Minister power to huand over to the Coun-
cil any native land which in his opinien “is not
reqaured or not suitable for ocenpation by the
Muaori owners.” We conclade that all native
lands desired for Kuropean cccupation will in
the opinien of the Minister be “not suitalile tor
ogenpation by the Maori,” for section { of this
clause 6 says that lands so declared by the
Governor-in-Couneil to be the estate of the Maori
Couneil in fee simple may be disposed of by the
latter Council by way of lease . . . “provided
that 2 definite namber of such allotments may
be set aside for application in the first instance
by e Mami owners of the lund.” If these
lands are “net reguired or vot suitable for occu-
pation by the Maori owners,” when the land is
thers by ancestral title, protected by the Treatv
of Waitangi., what peculiar factor has made it
desirable after it is handed, against their will, to
an alien Council? Yor the Maori Land Councils.
which are objected 1o as being too Pakeha, are
by ihe present Bill made up of three members
ounly, including the Pakeha President, and only
onc of the other two must be a Maori., What
possible good ean he do? One against two, and
the land his national property! Hor shame!!

Look through the Opposition papers, meost em-
phatic in their cull fer the beneficial cccupation
of native lands, and it will be found that invarj.
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ably it is the “surplus land” which is demanded
for European occupaticn. And  Government
papers wre equally anxious that justice should be
done to the natives, and cry out that they must
be protected against the carth-hupger of the
Northern settler. The Drewmier says he must
carry the natives with him in his land legisla-
tion. Is this the way to carry the natives with
him?  To confiscate the whale of their land,
aml offer them porfions back on conditions of
paywent, ete.! That word “papakainga” is not
used in the Bill in its true sense, if it is meant
to contain farms in the Furopean sense of the
word farm. Yo us there is no evidence that it
is so cither in the Bill or on blocks operated by
the Councils. A papakainga is a village settle-
ment, not a farm settlement. It thus follows
that under the Bill the only way a Maori has
of farming his own land is by applying for it
the same as any Pakeha may apply, and paying
for it in a like manner, but he has first. choice.
We believe when the pullic says “the surplus
lands” of the Maoris for Eurcpean oceupation
the ‘public means the surplos. Have we any
reason to suppose that the natives object to the
Yuropean accupation of that surplus?  Quite the
contrary. It is Government laws acainst sale
and purchase which stand in 1he way., But
il the Gavernmant wishes to preserve these laws
and yet occupy the surplus. is there no other
way than confiscation of the whole? With he
native wiiling the proper way wonld be first to
discaver the surplus. The Goverament possesses
all the data—las all the records of the Native
Lands Courts, and all the maps of the Colonial
Survey Office. The first will give us data as to
number of owners. whichk with their relations
will be the number to be provided for in land.
Let the Government collect all particulars of
land and people, call together the latter, and if
the proposals of the Government are those of the
Premier at Rotorua, the surplus will be in Euro-
pean occupation in a very short time. That will
be according to the Treaty of Waitangi, which
gives the Sovereign the first right of purchase
at 2 price to be agreed upon hy the two parties,

When Mr Kaihaw asked the Native Minister
if the treaty was still in force, he applied to the
wrang parson for an authoritative statement on
the subject. All he got was the opinion of Mr
Carroll, and we cannot say much for it. Of the
two high contracting parties the Maor's are
unanimously of opinion that the treaty is still in
full force. The other high contracting party is
represented by MHis Excellency the Governor, o
part of whose duty it is to see that My Carroll
and his colleagues do not enact nreasures con-
trary to the provisions of the Treaty of Waitangi
and other treaties, Besides the treaty has never
heen protested. Mr Carroll's suggestion, that be-
cause by special Acts portions of the land have
been taken from under the provisions of the
treaty, the natives can no more claim protection
of the treaty as a charta of rights is ridienlous.
In the early eighties 201,000 acres were Crown.
granted by Queen Victoria to over 5000 natives.
From 1892 to 1900 the present Governnient has
passed Acts destructive of the pravisions of those
Crown grants, Decause of this, are the titles of
all these, Furcpcans or natives, holding under
the grant of the Suvereign vitiated, and is a
Crown grant no longer a charta?

The fact that the Maori members have, from

lime to time, voted for measures apparently de-
struetive of native rights under the treaty, has
influenced His Excellency the Governor, of suc-
vessive pericds, in giving the Royal assent to
such ineasures.  Self-government was never
thought of in 1840, and when it was granted in
1852 the Crown probably, in appointing the
Maori members at so few a number, never antici-
pated that questions destructive of provisions of
the treaty, by which the sovereignty wus held,
would be introduced for discussion and division.
In many cases the vote of the four members
would indicate {0 the Governor the Maori atti-
tude toward any Bill divided on. But it was
never antiwjpated that the four Maori members,
who hold the destinies of the Maori nation in
their vote. would be tempted into the thrall of
party gavernment. Their vote on native matters
has a distinctive and enhanced value in the eyes
of the Viceroy, who makes of a Bill an Act by
his signature. DBut perhaps ignorant of this, the
native members time after time vote with the
Government party and against the interests of
their nation. In such a case, treaty notwith-
standing. how can Iis Excellency differ from

his responsible advisers when the latler are
backed by the Maori vote? But it does not
appear to ws that the Alinistry who
thus  uses the Maori vote is bearing the

White Man’s Burden fairly. Tf leit to them-
selves every Maori will vote against this Bill.
And it is particularly noticeable in this Bill thas
the Governor is made the principal agent in
seizing native land which is conserved to the
native Ly the Treaty of Waitangi, of which His
Excellency is the guardian. For the Native
Minister having decided to {ake it, “the Gover-
nor may by Ovder-in-Council declare that the
land is vested in the (Maori Land) Council for
an estate in fee simple in possession.” ..
{Clause 6, sub-section a). Now if the Maori
members, in obedience to the call of the party
Whip, vote for this Bill ia a majority vote, it
is quite possible the Covernor may think the
Bill contains the desire of the Maori nation, and
attach his signature. But if the siaori members
vote as the Maori nation, probably withont ex
ception, hopes, against the Dill, each and
every one, it is not at all likely that His Ex
cellency will consider it his duty te confiscute
lands protected hy the Treaty o. Waitangi at
the request of his responsible advisers, Of LOUYSR
it will be contended that the decision as to lands
to ha seized, resting by the Bill with the Native
Minister. no injustice will bLe done, because that
Minister is ihe protector of native interests in
the Cabinet. Such consideration will certainly
have weight with the Governor, and ihe feaving
of the decision to the Native Minister is a very
cunning  contrivance, Lately a native asked
another native who is in the employ of ihe
Native Minister, “lIlg you think the Native
Minister works in the interests of his mother's
neople and the race hie represents in the (Yl
net, or does he work as directed by the Govern-
ment  which employs him and keeps him in
office?”  And the answer was, “Me works for
those who pay him—that is, for the Govern-
ment—all the time, not for the Maoris.” Our
opinion is different. Tt is this: The Hon. My
Carroll strenncusly works for all the good for
the Maori people the Liberal and Labour Parly
will consent to, which is nothing,

Some more concerning the

Treaty of Waitangi.

(By W.B., Te Kniti.)

The native problein has taxed the stupidity of
all grades of intellect for many vears, with tlAne
lanwentable resnlt that, instead of solving it,
these vortad attempts have hecome an inextrie-
able complication of conspicuouns fatlures; and
when common sense enquires for the reason of
this, and receives for answer the common-sense
repl;v, ‘Because it has never been understoed,”
one wonders if, when it is understood, it will he
impartially solved; or, taking the past for a
guide, toyed with for the amusement and profit
of mcapacity until the Maori is extinet! Is it
immioral, therefore, to suggest that, t¢ be rid
of him and the eternal perplexitics he creates
his remnants be collected into a huge gasometer
and genily asphyxinted, and he done with the
trouble !

And yet to those who know him and his pre-
dilections there is no problem to solve. I have
asserted Lefore, and here- repeat it, we have
but to do him as we wish others to do unto
us.  And when he pleads that the stipulations
of the Trealy of Wailangi, which we forced
upon  him—mark this, forced upen him—and
then withbeld, shall be complicd with, the pro-
Llem, apart from a few minor details, is solved,
Whey, then, not gramt his prayer? Is it be-
canse we have net yet sated our land-hunger
and hanker for the remnants of his heritage !
This seems to be the unstudicd desire; or why
the unjust preposal put forth by various would-
be philanthropists to extend the L*ublic Trustes
farce, or compulsory acquisition under a Land
for Settloment Act? It is incredible that such
mnonstrous iniguities wre intended, because, so
long as the Treaty of Waitangt stands unve-
pealed, 50 long every Act which conlravenes that
treaty—however well intentioned—is illegal and
immoral, and is re-enacting the enocrmities of
the past, of which the great Waitara lund pur-
chase crime is a monomental reminder.

About 183G the terrible warriors of Waikato
invaded Taranaki, and, afler a prolonged seige,
captured the great Ngatiaws pa of Puke-rangiora
on the Waitara river, with great slanghter, and,
following up their success, attempted to reducs
another stronghold, Nga Motu. In this they
failed, but the defenders, fearing a return of
their implacaule tormentors, Hed to Waikunae,
on Cook’s Strails, neav Wellington, where they
joined Te Rauparaha, and lived there untik
1848, when, with the consent of their Waikato
eneinies, they returned to Waitara and  the
ownership of the lands of theiy AICeSLoTS.

Before this, 1840, and later, the New Zea.
land Tand Company legitimately, and in ac.
cordones with treaty rights, purehased land from
such Maoris as would sell. But when, in 1850,
this company  surrendered its  charter to the
Crown under Governor Grey, the Government
became the purchaser of native lands for the
State, to which the returned exiles sold freely;
but. when it also desired that part which lay
on the Souihern bank of the W
near s mouth, all but a chef {
his factions absolutely refused

aitara River
Te Teira) and
to sell,  Ap g
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large meeting of natives, held at Taranaki
on March 8, 1859, to grect Governor Gore
Browne and discuss matters for the weliare of
both races, he spoke to the assembled chiefs
these words: “You will be wise to sell all lands
you cannot nse yourselves, but I will never con-
sent that land shall he hought with a disputed
title; neither will 1 permit anyone to sell mn-
less he is the rvightful owner; neither will I
take any man’s land without his consent.” At
this meeting Te Teira offered to sell the hefore-
mentioned piece of land. On the block stood
two pas, in which Wiremu Kingi (the ob-
jector) had heen residing for years. After Te
Teirn had spoken Wiremn Kingi stoed up and
said ;. “Listen, O Governor. Notwithstanding
Teiva’s offer. I will not permit ihe sale of Wai-
tara 1o the pakebn. Waitara is in my hands,
I will not give it up. Never! Never! Never!”

In spite of his previous assurance the Governor
there and then accepted Teira’s offer. subject
to his preducing a satisfactory title; and as
the presence of the Governor was not the place
to dispute land titles, theve for the time the
matter ended.  Yet it was at this peint that
the diabolically ingenious sin was perpetrated
which plunged the colony into an expensive
war, decimated the AMaori, confiscated his land,
and inserted the barb which rankles in an in-
curable wound this day, and caused him to
doulst the honesty of {he white man, whom he
had so covdially taken to his heart as a des-
cendant of the gods! The land was inexpres-
sibly desirable; therefore, through its land pur-
chase agent, the Government tempted Te Teira
to sell, with a sop of £100 dowr and the rest
when he should have fought out, or bounced,
Wiremn Kingi into compliance. But the grim
hero of many battlefields refused to yield; and
when surveyors were sent by the Government
to cut lines and marl out houndaries he sent
his pathetically respectiul letter 1o the Gavern-
Vernor i—

Waitara, April 25, 1859,

“Friend.—Salulations to you. . B owill
not agres to our bedroom leing sold, for this
Led belongs to the whole of us. - Do
not be in haste to give money for il. . . .-
From your loving friend, Wimkanr Kingr”

According to the native land tenures of thad
day. every member had an inhervited right lo
enltivate a4 portion of the commen estaie, and
his  oceupancy  made that  porlion  his very
own by right of user; Tl on mo account
could he deal with it in a way which would
alienate it to a stranger without the wnanimous
cansent of the tribe. Therefore. when Te Teira
insisted, and sold his undefined share against
the wishes of his co-owners, before vvery con-
dition of custom had Teen observed. and, not-
withstanding Wiremn Kingi’s objection. the Uo-
verment bought. and violated the privacy of the
communal bedraom by sending surveyors to lay

out bonndaries hefore a praper enguivy shonld
satisfy all pacties. and when the objectors, with-
oub damaging
ubensil,

theodolite.  1ent.  ar  cooking
removed  these articles off the laund,
and warned the trespassers .ol again to tres-
pass until a legal enquiry had decided who was
inthe wrong ; and when further the chicf objector
humbly appealed {o his pakeha fricud—Arch-
deacon Hadfield—and others 1o intercedes for
him  with Governor Browne to wait, and not

buy what he regarded as the Dirthplace and

nursery of his people, in language which Lrings
tears to the cyes of the reader; and, notwith-
standing the co-prayers of his tribesmen in
words homely but stirring: “Tt will not be good
to take the pillew from under our lead, because
our pillow is a pillow that belonged to our
ancestors.” ete.—thus you read page after page
of the records; when, I ask, after all this peace-
able resistance, the objectors, according to cus-
tom, sanctified by the laws of defence in all
ages and amang all nations, teok up arms to
resist the aggressor, whoe s the sinner om
whom the Tower of Siloam shall fall? And. con-
sidering all the arguments for and against, am
I exceeding moderation when [ denounce the
Waitara land purchase and its aftermath as a
crime, and a disgrace to our civilisation, re-
ligion, and justice? And yet, iu the State re-
cords. may be read the opinion of educated Eng-
lish gentlemen who not only condoned the at-
rocity, but actually degraded their exceptional
abilities in a specious easuistry to iniract the
Treaty of Waitangi, and justify the infraction.
They are dead! The viclims of a mistaken
faith are dead! But their ehildren live  And
it is to replace them on the pedestal whicl
the pilgrim fathers had pliced some. and wished
to placo all, b t failed, that the nest article will
endeavouwr 10 accomplish.—From ihe Auckland

Weekly News, July 22, 1905,

Native Lands.

——

THE PRE-EMPTIVE RIGHTS OF THE
CROWN OVER NATIVE LANDS,

{CoxTrinyTen.)

Now that there is some stir in connection with
the Native FLands, amd the question has heen
asked in the Howse of Wepresentatives if the
Treaty of Waitaugi was in full force or not, lo
which question a very unsalisfuclory and cvasive
answer was retwrned by the Native Mindsier, it
may e of intevest Lo the readers of the Rucorn
to have the full test of the proclanation of
Governor Fitaroy in 1844, where Die waives the
right of pre cmption ou hehalf of the Quesn over
certain lands in New Zealand :—

PROCLAMATION,
v Hhs Bxcellency Robert Fitzroy, lisq.,
Captain in Tlis Majesty’s Roval Navy,
Governor and  Commander-in-Chief  1n
al over the Colony of New Zealand,
and Viee-Admiral of ithe same, cic. ;

Feom this <day until otherwise ovdered 1
will consent—on Lehalf of Her Majesty the
Queen—te waive the wight of pre-cmption
aver cortain limited portions of Tand in New
Zeatud on the following coditions -—

L Applicatian to be made i writing to
the Governor thvaugh the Coloninl Secre-
{ury, lo waive the Crown rvight of pre-
emplion over a certain namber of actes af
il al. or immediately adjoining, a place
distinetly  specified. such  land  being  de-
seribed as accuvately as may be practicable.

2. The Gevernor will give or refuse his
conseul to waive the Crown’s right of pre-
emplion o a4 ceriain person, or his assignee,
as His Excellency may judge best for the
public wellare, rvather than for the private

interests of the applicant., He will fally
consiider the nature of the locality, the state
of the weighbouring and resident natives,
their abuadance or deficiency of land, their
disposition towards the Luropeans and to-
wards Her Majesty’s Government ; and he
will consult with the Protector of Aborigines
before consenting in any case 1o waive Lhe
right of pre-empiion.

8. No Crowa title will be given to any
pah. or native burying  zround, or land
about either, however desirous the owners
may now le to part with them; and as a
general rule the right of pre-emption will
not bhe waived over any land required by
the aborigines for their present use. althesgh
they themselves may now be desirous that
it should L alienated,

4 The Crown's right of pre-emption will
not be waived over any of that Jand near
Auwcklamd which lies between the Tamaki
roacd and the sea northward.

5. Of all land pumrchased from the ahori-
gines in consequence of the Crown's right
of pre.emption heing waived. one-tenth part,
of fair average wvalue as to pesition and
auality, is to he conveyed by the purchaser
to Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, for
public purposes, espeeially the future benefit
of the alworigines.

6. All teansactions with sellers, all risks
attendant on misunderstandings. on  sales
made improperly. or on incemplete purchase,
must he undertaken by the huver. until their
respective purchases have Deen allowed and
confirmed by grants from the Crown.

7. As the Cvown has no right of pre-
emption over land alveady sold to any per-
sonn not an ahoriginal native of New Zen-
land, and whose elaim is. or may be. ne-
knowledged by a Commissioner of Land
Claims, no grant will Le issued to auy other
than the original ¢laimant or his representa-
tive, whose claims bave heen or may be in-
vestigated by a Connmissioner, and recom-
ntended by him to the Governor for a grant
frant the Crown.

8. As a contribution to the land Tund, and
for genernl purposes of the Clovernment, fees
will be demanded in ready money at the rate
af four shillings per acre for ninedenths of
the azgregate guantity of hand, over which
it iy be requested thal the Crown’s right
of pre-emption may he waived.

These fees will Tie pavable into the Trea-
sury on receiving the Gavernen’s consent o
waive the right of pre-emption.

And on the issue of the Crown grant. after
an interval of at least 12 months from tie
time of paying the above-mentioned fees,
additional pauyments will Le requived, at the
rate of six shillings per aeve, In ready
money, to be applied Lo the land fund and
for the weneral purposes of the Government.,

9. Land so obtained is 1o be surveyed, at
the expense of the purdhaser. by o cowipe-
tent surveyor. licensed or otherwise approved
by the Government. who will be vequired
to declare to the accuracy of his work. to
the best of his belief, and to deposit ceriified
copies of the same at the Survevor-General's
ofice  previous to {he preparation of 1he
Urowie grant,

10. Capies of the deed or doeds. convexing
sach Tands, are to be lodged at the Burvevor-
General's office as soom as practicable, in
order that the necessary enguiries may be
made, and nofice viven in Maori as well as
m the English Chizette that o Crown title
will bie dsseed, unless snfliciend ciise should
Ir> shown for #ts being withheld for a tine or
allogether refused.

1. The Governmeni. on behall of the
Crown and the pablie, will reserve the right
of making and constructing roads and bridges
for public purposes {hreugh the Jands to be
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granted, the owners being fairly compen-
sated by other equivalent land, as settled by
arbitration.

12. No Crown grants will be issued under
the foregeoing arrangement to any person
who may be found to have contravened any
of these regulations; and the public are
reminded that no title to land in this colony,
held or claimed by any person not an aberi-
ginal native of the same, is vahd in the eye
of the law, or otherwise than null and void,
unless confirmed by a grant from the Crown.

Given under my hand. issued under the

public seal of the colony. at Government
House. Auckland, ths 26th day of
March. 1844

Rowr. Frrzrov. Geverner,

This first attempt at waiving the right of pre-
emption did not meet with the public favour
that was anticipated. and the pains and penalties
wore of no avail.—one-tenth of the land io go to
the Government ; four shillings ready money (no
P.N.'s or paper money received) to go to the land
fund on consent of walving pre-emptive right,
and six shillings move when the title issued.
This was the way the poor natives were fleeced
under the gnise of giving them free trade in
land. No doubt ready-moncy purchasers realised
that if they bought 100 acres of land they only
obtained ninety acres, and had to pay four or
five pounds to the Jand fund. The offers to tha
natives would e based on this Jand tax of ten
shillings per acre, and yet people in the colony
growl at one penny in the pound to-day; and
it was the unfortunate matives that really paid
this tax. and yet we are told that the natives
have paid no rates or taxes. The £10 i ihe
£100 stamp duty. afterwards imposed, was £10
in taxation paid by the natives. Of course. there
was a great outcry against a ready-money land
tax of ten shillings per acre. so this led to a
fresh proelamation on Qectober 10th of the same
vear, 1844, Clause 8 of the first proclamation is
expunged., and most of thie other clauses re-
tainad, but—(0 Tempora'@ O Moresi—the land
tax was reduced to one pemuy per acre. What
a fall fromt ten shillings per acre six months
previously !

The preamble of the last proclamation is worth
noticing, for it was the assertions of some per-
sons telling the natives that they were previously
slaves and serfs so far as their land was con-
cerned that caused the disquietude of the Gover-
nor, and led to the reduction of the tax to one
penny per acre.

Whereas, by a proclamation Dearing date
of the 26th March, 1844, it was netified to
the public that the Crown’s right of pre-
emption would be waived over certain por-
tions of land in New Zealand; and whereus
the terms and conditions set forth in such
proclamation on which the right of pre-
emption would he waived. have in some
cases been disvegarded. either hy pevsons
making purchases of Tunds from the natives
without first applyving for. and oblaining,
the Governor’s consent to waive the right of
pre-cwption. or by much understating  the
quality of the land propased to e purchased
from the natives; and wheveas certain per-
sons have misrepresented the objecis and in-
tenitions of the Covernment in requiring that
a fee should be paid on abtaining the Gover-
nor's consent to waive the right of pre-
emption on behali of Her Majosty  wha,
by the Treaty of Waitangi, undertock 1o
protect the natives of New Zealand, and.
in order to do so, has checked the purchase
of their lunds while their value was in-
sufliciently known to theiv owners:

And whereas Lhe evil consequences of mis-
stating the motives of the Government, and
asserting that to be a mark of oppression—
even of slavery—which is in reality an cffect
of parental care—are already manifest, and
are certain to inerease seriously if the cause
be not removed :

And wlereas the natives of New Zrealand
have become perfectly aware of the full valee
of their lands. and are quite alive to their
own present interests, however indifferent at
iimes to those of their children :

Now, I, therefore, the Governor, acting on
behalf of Her Majesiy, da hereby proclaim
and declare that from this day wo fees will
be demanded on consenting 1o waive the
vight of pre-emption; thal the fees payable
on the issne of the Crown grants., under the
following regulations, will e at the rate of
one penny per acre; and that until otherwise
ordered I will consent, en behalf of Her
Majesty, to waive the right of pre-emption
over certain limited portions of land in New
Zealand on the {ollowing conditions.”

These cenditions are the same as in the pro-
clamation of March previously, with clause 8
expunged.

In face of the present resirictive legislation
history may yet repeat itself, as shown in the
ghove preamble,  Whether the Government
realise it or not, they are serting up a velecano
so far as the nafive lands are concerned, and
the increasing bitterness aronsed in the minds
of the vounger and up-io-date Maovis will yet
find its expression in dealing with their lands
divectly to the Duropeans, in direct opposition
to Government restrictive legislation, and the
Government of the day will suddenly find them-
selves overwhelmed in the voleanic onthurst of
the hitherto law-abiding Maori and the lava-like
heat of a burning public opinion. as it is realised
how progressive settlement is held back by re-
irogressive and restrietive Jegislative enactments
diametrically opposed to the petition of the 6000
aduelt Maoris presented last session. which pre-
cludes any protestaiions of igncrvance as 1o what
the will and wishes of the native owners are,
and their aspirations to deal with their Crown-
granled lands with all the rights and privileges
of British subjects,

[We think that far too little attention is given
to the hittervess of the young Maori above al-
luded to.—En.]|

Correspondence.

g e tn
INJUSTICE TO THE MAORLS.

(To the Editor.)
Sir.—In forwarding my mite T leg o add
hearty good  wishes for the T

suceess  of

Maor: Rrcornn,  The newspaper is evidently
nnder cfficient management, as ibe corefully

thought-out and well-written contenls of 1he
three numbers now to hand satisiactorily demaon-
strate. There Is wo donlt such a newspaper s
much required. as the average Pakeba is lament-
ably ignorant of the great injustice done iha
Maori in the matler of dealing with his lands by
stecessive (Governments ever since the first in-
ception of government under Covenmor Haobson.
But will the average Takeha read the Maomu

Rrcorp? T fear not. He does not want infor-

mation; he wants the remainder of the Maori
Jands, and will not be too scrapulo s nor honest
as to the manner of his getting them. “Might
is Right” is their motto.

Much pernicious trash, more or less inacenrate,
js being published on the native lands guestion,
all with the ohject of exciting the white popn-
lation 1o ferce the present Government to open
up the native lands for white setilement.

A contemporary gives the information that
“Mangonui is the most northern portion of New
Zealand. Tt has an arvea of 597,760 acres, and a
population of 2274, The area of native lands i3
not given, but they are of great extent {¥), and
complotely sureound the Iarengarenga Harbour,
and stretch from coast to ceast, occupying all
the middle partv of the county.” and so on.
As a matter of fact, the natives own very little
land abonut Parengarenga, and the small quantity
they have the Government have a survey licn
upon of £1400. The natives have recently peti-
tioned the Native Minister to permit them to
pay this off. one block at a time, but his only
reply is to hand their land over to the Maori
Council. who have practically leas:d the land
to the local gum merchants and storekeepers,
to whom the Maori owners hawve 1o pay £2 5s 6d
jor license to dig gum out of their own lands,
A great acreage of the Jand around I’arenga-
ranga belongs to the Crown, and 30,000 acres to
an absentee landlord, by name Sinelair. Further
south, Houhora to Waipapakauri. there arve
62.000 acres of Crown land reserved for colenial
gum-diggers. and alsoluiely mnothing clse than
gum conld ke got out of this stretch of God-
forsuken country of swamp and sand-dune. Fur-
ther, there are no forests between Ahipara and
the Nerth Cape. a distance of more than one
hundred miles. Seo much for accuracy' XNo!
You are trying to cultivate peop’> who do not
want to know the truth,

in contemporary literature there is no effort
being made to point cut the obligations incum-
lrent on the superior race. who have abused their
Loasted civilisation by obtaining the natives'
lands Ly means maore or less reprehensible; no
cffort to educate the native to cultivate his own
land. No! Might is Right. and the moral law
of the Christian Is dead, as they wish to helieve
is the Trealy of Waitangi. All cansiderations,
such as the responsibilities of the governing
race, or tlre beatitudes of Christianity, are ohso-
lIete considerations as against this doctrine of
Might s Right.

You are speaking the Government fair. no
doubt, in the hope they may now be inclined 1o
do justice to the long-suffering native? Is it
not a rotten reed you lean upon? The guestion
the Govermment is considering is how to get
pessession of the native lands without reducing
some 40,000 of our own brown Dbrothers to
pauperism. and so beeoming o hurden on the
Statey and o pretty tongh question they will
find this, Thare is only onc way 1o approach
such o question. and that is by the moral o,
and ihe path of justice. As a matter of faict,
thosa who arve well acquainted with the native
lands north of Auckland are of opinion there is
no greater acreage than is, and will be, required
f(_n' the support of an increasing mative popula.
tion.

Dabry farming and “the cullivation of oot
vrops, north of Auckland, is u dream of arm-



chair students. In the future the north of
Auckdand will praduce store catile for fattening
further seuth, sheep, fenit, and wine on the sur-
face, and minerals underneath. All these, except
fruit and wine, are within the present capacity
af the Maori to cultivate.

Taihoa is a good word. Who knows but. after
all, the present Government has done the native
some service in iying up his lands in a knot of
apparently inextricable confusion?

Could you not suggest to the land-hungry
people that there is a very large acreage of un-
profitable land lying idle in the hands of the
Pakeha? Muach of the Jand with which the
AMaori endowed the various churches ({especially
the Church of England) for religious and edu-
cational purposes, is lying idle; much of the
land (also freehcld, as is the Maor: land) in
possession of descendants of the early mission-
aries and Government officials is lying idle; and
much of the land which is taken up from day
to day is lying idle, waiting Gevernment to
open up the country with rail and roadways.
Lastly, much of the land still lying idle is Crown
lands.

Turn ye, then, my masters, from coveting
Nahoth's vineyard! Invest wvour meney
muscle in cultivating some of this idle land.

The early settlers, geod men and truwe, took
the country in the rough, and cerved their
homesteads out of the wilderness, but their de-
generate sons prefer the fat mud-flats of the
Maori, because they are already cleared of forest
and require little cultivation. Taihoa! Mr Dre-
mier. And you. my native {riends, hold on to
the titles of such lands as are still left you.

The air is full of the word individualisalion.
It is a long word, and is {aking a lorg time
to illustrate its meaning, Perhaps the best way
to dltustrate its mearing would be to give the
Maoris of each hapu a limited time within which
they must understand their lands must be suh-
divided and titles proved. Thres old Maoris
and one well-informed Pakeha should suffice (o
prove the titles jn six months. Then the Nuative
Land Court having approved and stamped the
title deeds, there should be no after-appeal per-
mitted.

This being done. the Maoris might well e left
to themselves for a period of three years with-
out any further legislation, unless it might be to
permit owners of large acreages of land 1o Joase
a portion 1o provide funds to enable ihawa to
cultivate and stock the remainder. 'The Dbetter
way still woulkl perhaps be for the Government
to make small advances, care being laken, hy
the appointment of trustworlhy and reliable
Government inspecting and advising officers that
such advances are put into the land to the best
advantage,

Your idea of publishing a list of vour sub-
scribers may be a good one. 1f so. then
could go one better. and publish the nawes of
the Maart Iadies 1o whom. with yourself, we are
indebted for the pleasure of veading the Maionr
Recorn.

No doubt it has heen cavefally considoered
whether or not it would be advisalle to priw
some, if not all, in Maori, alongside the Pakeha
language.

and

oL

Qur Maori friends are alse in necd of
instruction and information, as is evident from
the contents of the letter which the Maort mem-
Lers uf the House of Representutives have re-

cently published, and which one of your con-
temporaries has charvactevised as grotesque (7)
So wide ave the pales of undesstading of this
question in the minds of Pakehn and Mowori,

Oh! my hrown brother! You ought to have
put the Pakeha into your kopa Maori in 1840,
instead of putting your trust in him.  Missionary
and diplsmat alike, Loth would have tasted well
as “long pig”

C. A YOUNG.
Auckland, September 5, 1905,
[We vegrer that serious illness compels us o

postpune comment on uscfol suggestions in this
letter,--Kp.]

The Native Land

Question.

(From Wellington Lvening Posl.)

Sir,—In view of the Government proposals
relating to Maori Jands. aud considering  the
paramount impaortinee o the colony of dealing
in a statesmanlike mammer with the six million
acres yet vemainiug, 1 trust you will allow e,
through your valuable mediwn, 1o altempt to
invoke the attention of members of Parliament
and the public generally to somie of ihe very
grave acts of injustice wul oppression which
have Lecn perpetrated in the past upen a noble
race, and notably since the present Government
assumed office.

Remembering  ihe  trite alout {the
futility of crying over spilt milk. 1 am not over-
desirous of dwelling npon the “unhappy past,”
except 1o arouse public seutiment {owards the
absolute necessity that eoxists for dealing fairly.

proverh

once for alll with this vital question, se that the
wreangs conunittad in the past iy be rectiied,
the destruction of the Maovis averted, and the
honour of the colony saved.

In 1881 the Thermal Mprings Act wuas enazled,
under which some threc-quarters of a million
acres were sealed up. for the express purpose,
0 the ownors were oflicially informed. of pro-
teeting theie ancestral estate from the rapacions
Pakeha,  Jn 1834 the Nadive Land Alenation
Restriction Act was passed. and was callod Ay
Act temporasily o prevent dealings in Native
lds by privale  persons  within «
district of (he Novth Island.”  This measine
lecked up over two million acres. and {he natives
were solominly assured that it was for their own
benefit, and would only

defined

remain in foree {wo

years.  Noth this and the previously montioned
Act ave sull on the Statube Deok. and uander
their provisions the unfovtumale natives have

been starved into selling very larwe arveas al
grossly anwlequate prices, having. In faet, been
competled by the direst necessity (o aceept shil-
lings from the Crown. where private individuals
would give as many pounds per acre,

the
done evil that good nay come.

“haah
the result

CGovernmend
hut
has heen maost disastrons, and the Ngatinania.
pelo tribe. ance so numersus and
have  rapudly  diminished  and
deteriovated. and their disirict
sly-grog selling,

However, 1 suppose

)

nd st ries.

Lecome ratly

is noterious for

e

In 1893 the Native
it roduced

Land Aequisiton Bl was
il

much fowrishing of trwmysrs,
and just to Tlustrate the insidions, unjost patuse

of murh of aue ive T legishition it may e

mentionsd that the Bill, as ilreduced, con.
timed o chuse poaviding tha for the pas-
puse b alioniting 1o Hor Majesiv the Maor

childeen of tender vears were to be dernied ta
the Hounse at that o
Bl some sense of that “fair nlay” which i
tisners are so ol of claiming
el the

e adolts. However.
ws their special
aliribte,
posal.
By the Native Tand Act of 1894 the (rown
virtnally resumed the pre-comprtive vicht, and for

striuck ol inguitans pro-

the past six vewms it has praceeded 1o plosdes
the matives inoa perfectly seandalous manner
threugh the Land Parchase Department. The
unlenppr Maoris bave hoen plced helween e
dovil and the deep sen,
have often. f:

angd Lo e nee starvation
ca fow shillings poer aere. pavi-l

witho vidduaide Tands, the thiber om owhich was

worth from £56 up s £20 pev acres Burmg
tha sone year wus enncted the Pablic Wl s
Act clauses €0 to 03 of which vinpowered e

(rown (o seize cont.

ANY cempensa i

for public purpows b pos
ive Jaids, without

of all m
whatever,

Lavtor o, the aaly hope of he natjve prople.
that of getting on the electoral volls and gecne
g wleyn:

te repy

sentadion by voitng for Fure
pean candidates, was taken away. so that ey
a still that  misseralle
exprdisnt called “special Maort representation.”

foicel {o

sulunit 4o

which. while eagerlv ¢lung 10 I the present
Government. as it secures them a number of
safe votes, has been entively doestructive of 1he
Best interests and  aspirations of 1l Manois
themsolves, as has so oiten leen eloquently
pointed out by the present Native Minister when
B had the cournpe ol i opiniens and the wel.
B of pis e at Dieard
Bub surely some malignant sphit hovers acor
all owr Maori Lind fegishation. which mnkes one
fear that te new preposals. which will Do foped
throngh o wenry, inditferont Hogse duving the
axing honrs of the session. will ot prove an ex.
coption o Abe general rule

Aol now the Tast straw has cone i the shape
of the Native Land Rating Aot 1502 Te e
i ives Uos vivtnadly swans eonhisention. o it i«
perfectly dmpaossible Tor then (o pay 1ates on
Fond Tield o conmon by Bunddveds amd 1 wusonds
ol envnerss many of whom e alsenl. or ol
ar miners. and which cur iniguitons laws abso-
Lutely prevent their leasing. soliing, ov yntding
to any profitable wse whatever. 1t should alwo
Le vamembered that, though compelled (o pay
these heavy rates and taxes. they will have no
representation on the loeal bedies, or any voice
i the dmpesing of rates or exponding of the
noey radsed,

Advendy e Clown lias inde

Beaning REPVey
Bems registered on the majority of the nitive
Il mane of the s liens Ivine been ol
trined ina vy arhibeary mnmer thraneh the
UEnawns inlerost e b bloches nide FHLRITEE
hving Teen defiied three ar fowr times, and an
cach proceeding o that Telnlf Tindf the cosi of
parlition is cha

tinsi the anfortanate non.
sellers. whike thoes whio wian vempt st cnomeh
toosell to the Crown eeoped £ oe o deducetion .
Looking theough the Survevor General's claims
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i the “Kahili” one comes across jtews
such as these-—A £15 llen being registered
aminst one rood and Lwenty perelies, and from

£65 w0 £17 survey licns being chavged against
small gravevards which weve exeepted by mutual
agreement fram the sale of lavge blocks to the
Crown. A Chiel Sarveyor has been known to
make a 1e0mile jowrney to move the Native
Laml Cowrt to grant a chaiging order and power
aginst woone-acre Maort cemetery for a
strvey charge of 25 6!

At present,

il o native wishes o define his
interest in a block Ter the purpose of occupying
{lie 18 debaveed from using it any other way},
Ler most fivst pay n stawp fee of 10s, then a
survey fee of at least six guineas. hearing foe
0. and for t{le order. hesides
oty expenses. thongh the shave may only he
waortiv five or ten shillings,

i ostmlar s

Fome unthinking pareons foudly advocaie the
compulsory takiug of all mative Linds and placing
them under the IPublic Trust, as has leen dons
on the Wesr Coast. Well. speaking with o
full knowiedge of the sabject, I say 1 would
rather see the race extiner than that it should
he subjected to suel an indiznity The records
of thess Wose Cunst form ihe maost

1 anr colonial history,  The
goeed Faiih aned pledeed word of Alinisters have

Leen =el al naty

reserves

soaeful puzes

foand Crown granls—hearing
e name of Quean Viedoriz--lo loyal natives
have heen vuthlessty trampled under foot, The
nalives on that coast have on average of alwoub
four aeves per head ouly, so that all incentive
to werk favms like thelr Euvopean neighbours
has been iaken away, and ihey are driven into
sidlen dsclation ander Fe Whitt and Tohuw. while,

as has heen trely stated, “vou can always dis
tinanish an Euvopean West Coast reserves los
by his rubicund vi

: The present outlook of
the Maori people scems indeed to be absolulely
without hoye. In spite of specious arguments
to the contrary. they are rapidly dying out
Huundreds, ald ond
want of the

vouug, div overy  vewr i1
ecessaries of life, which
legislation pravents them from
ne matter how rich i Iwowd

Tiarest
our miservable
abtaining
tiey nay he.

Cur Premier is fond of telling the
Muoris, in tearfal accents. thai he is their fatler
and they ave his childeen.

aures

VOry

ared e will save them
from the eapacity of the Pakeha Maoris. whila
the Native Minster has olevated the “Taihoa”
poliey to a sublime art,  Simple mutters, such
as the allocating of certain areas set apart for
landloss natives in the Sowth Tsland many yvears
ago by the late Siv AL J. Cadman and Siv John
Melvenzio, and the alloinrent of some small re-
seeves for the awners wund the Wairarspa
Lakes. ave kept back through sheer inditference
ar entpable npeslect. Apd while Nevo fiddles

1

e harns,

How Teng eill the North islinders
sich an unlappy of i
take n ospeeinl session of
E1L0.000 1o enable the ry lezisladion dn
be passed 4o deal with this burning question.
1the time and
telle,
potitios. amd surely i
bt o e

while doing justies rowareds and savine a2 nolile

subitiit {0
Y Were L {0
Parlinment and cost

ey

nmey wortld e oo ners Taga-

This s a netter far above all

party

nol Levand the capaeity
of sur lewis

S e eatees wlieh

rvace from extinction, will alsa suve the honour

of the colony, amd at the same thme open up
these idle millions of acres, the locking up of
whiclt so greatly relinds s progress.

Tar teo much lias been made of the hideous
bogey of “Maori landlovdism.”  Swrely it 15 no
crime for Maovis fo become Jandlords. At pre-
sent there is not ene native who receives as
mach as £500 per anuum in rents, and there is
no necsssity or foundution for such an ungenerous
oulery.

Attention should immediately Le given towards
sotting apawrl a suitahle avea of land for cach
family group {individualisation and further partr-
tron could. aml would, follow in due course);
then ecortain areas must lLe provided for the
numberless minors and otheyr natives the Crown
Tand IMwrehase Commissioners have made

1
1

fansd-
The residue should then be purchased or
sodd under the most likeral terms.  Till this
s done it wiil be unjust and inmoral to tax the
native lands,

Failing some sueh poliey as above ouilined
hemng indtiated, I would wrge the Maoris {o
cling sterdinstly to 1he Treaty of Waitangl as
their last hope and sheet anchor, and 1o collect
funds for the purpose of bringing thehr grievances
aud dizabilities Lefore the ITmperial Government,
who will. Tam ceviain, s1ill maintain the treaty “to
I ag gwred and binding as any ever enteved
into by the Govermment of England.” notwith-
standing My Cavvoll’s specious argmient that it
Ims been abrogated or maodified by mutual con-
sent.

Much more might e written on this huening
questiou. bue I fear to trespass on your kind-
ness, and would heg yon to believe that the
graat importance of the subject is my only ex-
cnge for troubling you at such length.—I am,
ete.. AOTEARCA.

Wellington, I0th September.

[The above letler was commented on by the
editor of the “Post” in an apprecialive manner,
agreeing with the writer with one exveption—
ihe denouncement of the Tublic Trustee,
quite nereee with ¢

As we

Aotearon,” and have no
new, we must postpone our wotive of this
portant matter till next month.~~¥o. Ruconn.]

The Origin and
Destiny of the Maori.

——le
PPART I—THY ORIGIN OF THE MAORIL

CHADPTER L
Mr, Bmith quotes whut Tare Watere Te Wahu,
with whom I am acquainted, told hiny, tlins—
“Iawadiki-vui was @ madniand (luawhenua), with
vast plaing on the side towavds {he sen, and a

bigh range of snowy moaniains on the inland
side,  Throngh this country ran the River To-
hit P I is diffienll wenw Ao tdentily the monn-

tadus, bob thexy exist up fo 30,000 Feet s and of
Lhie river mentioned in the iradition. most, 1f not
On the
western shore of Sumaten there i o range of

Al the manes arve modern or madified.

mowitans with plitns Letween then and  ihe
seie There are many rivevs, and ab one part
apparently w particularly fine harbour, formed

by the Siabung Peninsula. 'Fhis is in the Resi-
dency of Benkulern.

Jut to retwrn to the tradition. Mr. Smiibh
savs —“Over this land of Atin-te-varinga-nui
thera- raled, in very anclent days (B.C. 450,
according to the genezlogies) a king or ruling
chief named Tu-te-rangi-marama, who is ae-
credited witl building a temple twelve fathoms
high, which he enclosed with a stone wall, and
named it a ‘Koro-dautini,” or place with many
enclosures. Tt was buoilt as a mecting place for
cods and men; and here the spirits of the
ancients after death foregathered with the gods.
It was a ngai tapu kaka, a sacred glodious place,

a great space within, and filled with many
beauliful and wonderful things. Here were

originated the different kinds of takwruas. feasts
and games,” ete., ote. Mr Smith adds :(—*What
the great temple built by Tu-te-rangi-marama
was 1 am wmnable to indicate, hut that it was
something quite out of the commeon is obviods,
for it is the only instance in Polynesian tradi-
tions, that T am aware of, in which any such
Imilding is mentioned. That it was one of the
celebmated temples of Java is quite out of the
question, for they were built by the Hindu Bodd-
hists somewhere about A.D. 600, and we cannot
allow that the Polynesians as a body were in
Indomesia al so late a dale as that, though
doublless some few branches remained there, and
are to Le found there at this day. If this temple
was of the heigshi—twelve fathoms, 72 feet -
mentioned in the tradition, or even half that
height, and considering its purpese, it seems a
fair inference that it was built of stone, or some-
thing more permanent than the usnal edifices we
know of in the Iacific, Of course the Polynesians
did use stone in their sacred places, as witness
the several pyramidal structures found formerly
in Tahiti,” and so on.

Now ruins, such as one might suppose would
be loft of a like ancient building and enclosures,
are found in Western Sumatra, Says i'rofessor
Benne in “Man: Past and Present,” p, 243 —
“In Sumatra alse occur some remuins of Hindu
temples, as well as other mysterious monuments
in the Tassumah lands, inland from Benkulen,
relics of a former culture, which goes back to pre-
listoric times. They take the form of huge
monoliths, which are roughly shuped Lo the like-
ness of human figures, with strance featurss
very different from the Malay or Hindu types.
The present Sawari natives of the distrivt, who
would be quite incapable of cxeenting such works,
known nothing of tueir origin, and attribule
them to certain legendary heings whe formerly
wardlered over the land, turning all their ene-
mies inte stone.  Further research may possibly
discover some connection Letween these relics of
a forgotlen past and the numerons pre-historic
maonuments of Easter Island and other places in
the Pacific Oceean.  ©F all the Indenesian people
still surviving in Malaysia, none present so many
puints of contaet with ihe Fasiern I'olynesingg
as o the natives of Alentawel Tslands, which
skirl Lhe gonid oeoast of Sumatrm. On oa
closer inspection of the inhabiants the altentive
ohserver al once perceives that the Mentiwei
natives have but little in common with the
praples aad irtes of the neighbenring islands,
and that as vegavds phy

ical appearance, speech,
customs und usages they stand almost entirely
apart.  They bear such o decided stamp of w
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Polynesian tribe that one feels more inclined to
compare them with the inhabitants of ihe South
Sea Islands,” 'This quotation is from Van Resen-
bery, and Professor Weane further quotes in a
note :—“Among the points of close resemblance
way be mentioned the outriggers, for which the
Mentawei has the same woerd (“abak”) as the
Samoan (“va’a-vaka™); the Ffuneru Lt
the fucial expression, awd the luiguage, in which
the numeral syslems ave identical; of Mentawei
limongapulae with Samean limagaiula, the Malay
Leing Hmapulah (fifty), where the S8amoan infix
&a. (absent in MMalay) is pronounced nga, exactly
as in Mentawei, Here is a case of cumulative
evidence, which should establish, not merely con.
tact and resemblance, but true affinity, the vast
liquid intervening aren presenting no obstacle.”
Mentawei is still scldom visited. Tt was only
annexed by the Duteh in 1863, and lies some dis-
tance to the north-west of Benkulen, the district
where the stone monoliths are found. From the
“Eneyclopaedia Britannica,” Vol XNIL, T ox-
tract the following account of that district of
lenkulen :—*The Residency of Denkulen, or Ben-
coolen {i.e., Bang Kulen, west coast), lics along
the west coast from the Mandjela to the south
end of Sumatre, Tt Is divides .nto eight dis-
Lricts: Mokko-Mokke. Lais or Sungai Lama, the
dislrict fommelanden) of Denlaulen, the ecapital
of Benkulen (which was once in posscssion of
the Dritish), Seluma, Mana and Passumah Ulu
Manana, RKawer, and, Jastly, Kru,”

rites.

To a Maori

what suggestive names! We seem to have
arrived at the heart of the matter when we

get such
Losom

a mame as  Pa-uma-Uru-Mana, the
stronghold, into which enters Mana
(power, inflaence, sacred aunthority}, and in which
is the tuahu, the shrine. One can almost hear
the echo of Mr. Smith’s words—“a sacred,
glovious place,” “a place for gods and men.”

In that gentleman’s wvaluable big-little beok
an account is given of Tangiia, a chief who
livedd abwut the year 1250 AT, e being in
great geief for the death of his sons, and Leing
in want of higher protection from the danger
e was in from a relentless pursuit by the owners
of certain gods his people had stolen, made his
way north and west, thousands of miles, to the
bame of the race in Fawaiiki, 1dstance to him
was no object, neither does it appear that it
was at any time to such a people, who indced
visited the Antarctic regions; and Tangiia him-
seif, after veturning frone Hawaliki, went to
Fastor Island to fetch some relutions; a direct
sonnection. T think, between the stone images
of thut island and those of Sumatra, but with-
out significance at that date.
serve

But if my memory
we. Lhere is a greal similarity between
the fantuves of the Easter Tsland figures and the
Papuna charm, depicted by Wallace in his “Malay
Archipelago.”

Mr. Smith thus mentions Tangiia’s visit 1o
Hawaiiki ;—-"The vessel’s course was now direct-
o west froin Tahiti to many islands unlil she
arvived ot Hawadiki-te-varinga, Tangiia all the
while, with excessive grief, lamenting his sons.
Tamarwpai came from Tahiti with Tangiia, and
he was apponled navigalor of the vessel. As
they approached Avaiki, they heard the beating
of druins and the Llowing of trampets, denoting
the performance of a great ceremony and feast.
Pai is sent ashore to interview the gods, or as
it probably nay be interpreted, the priests of

their ancient gods, and fipally Tangiia himsclf
had an interview and explained his troubles.
After much diseussion it was agreed to help
Tangiia, and Tonga-itl says to him: There is
a land named Tun-te-varevaro; ibhither shalt
thou go, and there end thy days.  Then was
given to him great mana, equal {o that of the
s, w0 hat in

.
oo

future hiv shoukl wbways con-
o they delivered to him numerous gods
(ulols) and their accessorics, which he now pos-
sessed for the first time, together with dirvections
as Lo number of cevemonies, dances and songs,
anel new customs, which were aflerwards intro-
duced inte Rarotonga.”

Mr. Smith confesses himsell quite al o less 1o
identify the sland Tangiia visited, but thinks it
may ke Ceram. I shall have to speak of Ceram,
Celebes, and Gililo presently, but T would with
deference usk, What objection is there Lo Tangiia
visiting Mentawei, near the mainland of Sumatra,
where the stone images appear to testify of Tu-
te-rangi-maramn, perhaps such figmes as the
Maoris carve in wood, and where the vory names
of the places to this day seem (o Indicate o saered
place of old?
where {he

For as he approached the coust,
monoliths lie, “Mana Point” would
indieate to him. thengh drums end Lrumpets wers
silent. that he bud arvived at the plce whae
the Mana he soncht dwelt, and  Pa-uma-ura-
mana. in which all sacved things were housed,
was there to receive his plaint.  The numes of
the places reek with the mana of the gods, and
Mana town is close o Mana Point.
“Ethnologically sume considerable advances jn
our knowledge of the Tndiam Archipeligo lave
been made.  The Malays predominate in the
Sunda Tslameds. and have spread sporadically over
the castern half of the Avchipelago, in whicl the
Melanesian is new the ruce of the soill The
Malays. as known Lo us in the purer Adichinese
and Soudanese—a race developed throngh the
commingling of Caucasian and Mongol Wlood in
Indo-China—were the last incursionists inte the
region.

They followed an ewdier pure Caneasian
wigralion, kuown as Polynesions, whose  last
remuants in the archipelugo linger in the Moen-
tawad Eslands, on the west coast of Sumara, who
drove the Negrite {((Qy. Yapuan) autechthenes of
the Archipelage out into the remote interior of
the Ihilippines aud other islands, and were over-
whelned by the half-breeds of Mongel and pre-
dominating Caucasian Llood, uow kuvwn as In-
donesinns, of whom the Battaks and Dyaks are
the survivors.  In like manner the Mclanesions
of e Solomon and  New  Flebrides  Islands,
migraling westwards over the castern parl of the
Archipelago. parily  supplonted. putly

with  the Negrilo  anciochthenes
these Cancusian (Polynesian)

conn-
mingted and
pre-incursionisis,
whoso strain appears stitl in many peoples, as
custoing,”
(Forbes), quoled i “Yney : Brit.” hy Keane.

Tt will thus be seen that the Maoris are Unu-
casic, that they have lived in Sumatra, and
were driven out by the Battak or Battas. 1L s
mentionad elsewhere that the preople the DBattas
drove from Lhe Aitcheen districl were Mantivs.
There seems a similarity hotween 1his name ancd
Mentawei, and, if any survive. enquiry wonld
probuably pay valuable resclts.  Bal we
splendid evidence in the existence of the Eastern
Polynesians in Mentawel Islands, and this brings
within reasonable identification ihe island to

well in their language as in their

have

which Tangiia returned. hut only on the prood
that Mentawel remained neolithic to so late a
date as A D0 1850, T shali later show how sur-
prised Walluee was to find an islasl where the

paople weve dgnerant of metals, closely contion-

ous to where ©am Juclined to allovate $lawaiil-
Kubo and abnost within cooey of an advanced
civilisation. 1 shall alse show that close o

Sumatra lved, emicinporancoishy  with  the
Maoris.a Maduyan teibe where allines e renrk-
abily numerous, and thos assist in filling materi-
ally another Muovi tradition. What s very
noticauble in the explover Forbes writhr 1 the
broad distinction he deaws between the Inde-
nesians el the Polynesians, from whom spring
the Maorl people.

I take the following from Forbes' “Natwalist's
Wanderings,” p. 200, a deseription of Sumatra : —
“Some of the wost inferesting objeets in the
Zussiads Jands ave the scalptuwred fignres foundd
N so many parls of it

o
&

The wreater numbier of
these wre so broken and defaced that ne siutisfie-

tory resulls can come from their examint jon,
They have heon aseribid to Hiandu arioin by ut
lost ome writer. Hearing that there existad Lwo
of these “men turmed into sane” g Tangerwongi.
noe far frome my camp. 1 padd them o

- ovisik, [
found them 1o Le fmmense bl

neky of stone. in
excellend preservation, which ceriaindy cauld never
lve Leen scen by the w

to whom I refer.
They we carved into o likeness of the human
figare, i a posture between sitting and
bt which 15 not quite cusy to make
the way in which the stones are Ixing.
the two of which 1 had heard, 1 discovered ny
clearing the forest fivst. o Uird. and then o
fourth, both prostrate on 1he sround in osueh oa
way that they prolably foll from ihe resnlt of
varthguakes, or hy stones elecied from the vol-
cano at whose Lase they had siond.  Fach frxuyn
has & greove down the lack. and ther ikl
apparvently stoed an a0 flat nediest :
Buel

Feching,
aut from
Bestdes

all swirh their
towards o contre and with {hedp §
mure or less wcenrately 1o the endinal Prints af
e compass. Fhe fentwees of all four
the same type of countenunee, Tl e e new
living hu ilis vegion i wet fomn (has
aud it s cquadly evend Gu

are

o],
mothad the Hin-
v, U Is it cer-
tain ihat the Hindoos, who, as it {s well

deo fealures are not rejreesent
known,
sebtled in scine parts of Sunatra al:ont 1000 .0,
ever were in the Pagsnmah Innds s but if they
were, there is no reason for supposing that ey
showld depart from treir wont in Ju :
where. and fig
of another

Vit il el
ure in their seufpiure the features
e than of

tielr own, IF s
stones are pot the work of the Hijndoos they
st have heeiy ciarvisd by dhe then peapie of
the disirict gy by foreion svitlpters, 10 e (he
[ B . )
FULNS A

el ey dopic
ek ey

Thadv own fey
vilee D DBul whao

bl e of i1 1 i
Imrabitmus of the o ssth e

s of 3 hese forner

Cwhemee s
amd Yor what
seilptures wore tised, s shrogded in
{The traditional «

fureign

ey e, 1hian

Masivry,

it of e great Bouse of
Futerangzimarima may explain i, - 12 LR T s
dile ceriain a that ¢ present iohabitants
coitld ol coneolve . much less exocutae stch wenlis
of art.

“Hhe postures are peculines The fignres have the
appearance of persous beaving burdens on {heir
backs.,  The rinelre o thelr aems. which the
mubives enll Toacelots, must he taken, I think,



to represent cords, as the sume marks appear
alsa betow the shoulders, where it is not the
custom of the Passmioabs to wenr armlets, The
tyes are illl]]l(’IlSi‘. Ellld [)l'OLi'll(lillg to a greﬂ.t
degree, lending weight 1o this iden. The sex of
the persons represented s also doubitful. There
s almest noe tradition vespeeting them, beyond
Lhat they are the handiwork of Samang Sakii and
Sidahe Paie (Bitler Torgne), who, wandering
ahouts the comntry, tuvned all who  displensed
thom iuta stone; or thaty they vepresent the
people whao jn the far, tar hack Gwme, used o
inhabit- the land, and wha possessed tuils, which
the renowned ancestor of the Passumah people,
Atum Bangos, eni off.  Near Pagar Alam  osaw
also {wo stones, bat quite of a different kind of
sculpture ; one was the representation of a wonan
sitting in native fashion, with aninfanton her hip,
i the way that their children ave generally carried
alont.  Her features might represent a Passumah
woman.  The other. distant a few yawds only. is
a soulpture represeuting two childven, one of
wham has fallen, while its head is partly in its
mouth. The welion of the smaller Loy in thrust-
ing off the snake with all his strength is natural
and well desi

gned, though somewhal wanting in
Thiese stones differ in chuoaeter so
much from e others at Fangerangi, and have
bestdes so little relation to one another, that 1t
is impossible to conceive for what pmpese they
ean have been made. The only conclusion is that
o superior race, possessing considerable know-
ledge and refined taste. and with technical skill
not possessed by the natives of any part of the
island at present, oceupied this region, but who
they were and when they dwelt here is abso-
lately shrouded in oblivion,”

The chapters of the “Origin of the Mami"
were written in 1904, and in the present year,
through the kinduess of Dr Pomare, I came into
temporary pessession of Nicholas' “Voyase to
New Zealand” in 1814-5. Johu Liddiard Nicholas
was the companion of Marsden, and fhe latier,
as s known, had previously published an account
of his resewrches in Sumatra in a bulky volume.
Nicholas ilentifies manners, habits, and customs
of Maoris with those of Swmatra. and gives so
civcumstantial an account of similarities in this
respect that, had T seen the bool before I
undertoole the tracing of the Mami arigin,
my attention would certainly have licen turned
to Bumatra in serch for the traditional Iawai-
iki. - But in the vesult it is quite satisfactory
that my search in that respact was euided hy
quite independent causes, via, the apparent
identitieation of the stone vuins of the Passumal
district of Sumaira with the account of the house
of  Tude-rngi-nuwama,  given

exceution,

by My DPerey

Smith,  The result of two independent lines of
investigation  mecting in Swmatia is specially
valughle,  Nicholas suvs at page 288, ot seq.,
vol. 25—

Buat it is among o peaple who inhabit that
prert af Sumatin hovderfng on the 8trails of
Maluzea. and who have preserved  their
geatineness  of  character from the  first
prvical of their arivin to the present time,
that custows and institotions oldain which,
i the aggrvezate, resomble thase in New
Zealund almaost to identity.  The peaple I
allwle to are the Battu nation; and I shall
couclude  this enguiry  with stating some
instances of coincident similitude between
them and the New Zealanders, Looking,
in the first place, at their respoctive forms
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of government, we shall find that they are,
with very little deviation, completely simi-
largy the superior authorities chiming a
cervtain allegianee from the nwnerous petty
wlers, while the Jatter are in every respect
independent of each other, and possess an
Tule control over the lives of their sub-
5. Inoithe Batta country, as in New

aland, female succession is recognised ; and
here i s¢ similar to the rangitiras,
dive from the rajabs. or chiefs, in the
junios branches of the families.  The Gov-
ernnent,  therefore, of the DBaita  people,
considered in all parts, appreaches nearer
averny than that of the Malays to the system
of polity existing in New Zealand., In the
kampongs [the Dutta or Battak have adopt-
el the language of the Malay conguerors
of the ecountry.—~R.8T.), or fortified wvil-
lages. of thesa people, we see almost an
exact description of the New Zealand pahs.
Constracted like the latter upon clevated
cramnued, thev are fortified with large ram-
parts of ewth planted with brushwood ; and
outside these ramparts, or mounds, is &
ditch. in each side of which rises a high
palisade of eamphor timber. The whole is
cncompassed with a hedge of prickly bam-
oo, which, when it arrives at a certain
erowth, is 80 verv thick as entirely te con-
ceal the town from the view of the spec-
tatar,  The natives of Battia, inﬂuenc.e(] by
a similar propensity for war and rapine as
the Now Zealinders do. ip a state of per-
petual hostility among each other. There
appears alse o correlative affinity h-etwee_n
these {wo natfons. with respect to their
svsterns of myvthology; the Dattas acknow-
ledee three deities as rulers of the world,
whase names are DBatara-Guru, Sora-Pada,
and Mangalla-Bulang. The first of these
may e classed with the chief deity of the
New Zealanders. Moerangarangn ; and of the
other two they enfertain precisely the same
ileas as these latter people do to their gods
Tawhaki and Meemuba—one having the rmle
over the air between land and sky. and the
other over the earth. The Datta people
have likewise, in commen with the New
Zealanders, & great many inferior deities,
whom they have invested with loeal author-
ity s and they entertain some vague notions
of the immaortality of the soul.

But 1 addition {o these characteristic
assimilations. I have 1o observe that the
Batin. as well as the people of New Zea-
land, devour 1he dead bodies of their ene-
mies—a practice which, theugh it renders
them abhorrsnt. from civilised man. yet con-
neets the two nations in a unity of revolting
harbariam.  {Tn a nole Mr Nicholas savs:
“Mr Marsden, in adverting to this horrible
practice as it prevails in Sumatra, observes
exactly as T have done with respect 1o the
New Zealwnders: “They do not eat human
lesh ne the means of satisfving the crav-
inegs of nature: for there ean be no want
of sustenance fa the inbahitants of such a
comntry andd climate. who reject ne animal
food of_any kind, nor 3s it songht after
as . glattonous delicacy.  The Battas eat
it as a spacies of ceremony, as a mode of
showing their detestation of certain crimes,
and as a savage display of revence and in-
st 1o their unforlunate enemios.” ]

The same principle, too, of inhuman re-
venge s the actuating cause in both; tme
the cannibals of the Dalta country offer,
by a move horrible enovmity. still greater
violsnes 1o 0w feslings than those of New
Zealmd: for they not only goree themselves
with the flesh of their eneinies they have
slain in battle, huat tear asunder alsa the
dead hodies of their criminals, with \\"I]J‘.Uh,
in separate parties, they glat their appetites,
In their domestic institations these people
caually approximate to the Now Zoalanders
the men. who are allowsd as muny wives as
they ean support, lead comparatively an
ldle tife, while the women are obliged 1o do

all the drudgery, and are ireated as com-
plete bond-slaves. The females are held in
exactly the same degraded state in New
Zealund, where, though a man takes a num-
ber of wives, none of them but tHe head
wife is allowed the least privileme, as I
have already shown., Adultery is punished
among the DBatta people wiith exile, and in
aggravated eases with death. The mode of
wearing the dress in this country is the
sume as prevails in New Zealand ; it is made
ot cotton cloth, manufactured by them-
selves, and tied round the waist, while
another garment of the same material hangs
down the body, suspended Dy the shoulder.
These garments are dyed with mixed colors,
The New Zealanders generally dyed their
inferior mats with red ochre, and woerk bor-
ders round the better kind, in which they
contrive to blend three or four colowrs
with much taste and ingenuvity. The Battas
are certainly more advanced in knowledpge
than the Now Zealandeis; they have a
written language, and many of them are
found who can both read and wnte; they
have likewise suhbjected to their use the ser-
vices of the horse and the buffalo; and
they have some defined ideas of trade and
commerce; but with these advantages,
which they owe entirely to place and “cir-
camsiance. they are still hardly raised
above the condition of wild savages, In
drawing this line of comparison between two
nations so little known. 1 do not mean to
assert, that the New Zealanders are descend-
ed from the Batta people. but that they are
coeval with them, and have sprung from
the same confinental origin to which., accord-
ing to the preceding enquiry, the population
of their respective countries must’ be ve-
ferred,

{To be Continued.)

The Bill in Prospect.

Replying to an  Auckland deputation, Mr
Seddon said : “Coming to the guestion of native
fands. the Premier said that it had been sug-
gested that the natives should bLe treated in the
same way as Iuropeans. He reminded them
that they could not confiscate, The lands had
to be dealt with in a manner which would
refiect on the credit of the colony. European
lunds were not confiscated. If the lands of a
European were taken, he was aliowed to keep
1000 acres, and if cach native owner were al-
lotted that minimum there would not be much
left to take. They wanted to promote settle-
ment in such a way as to carry the nratives with
them. They had tried ihe council system, and
during the peviod of ity existence of four or
five years half a million acres had been .opened
up for settlement by being purchased or put
through the Native Councils, The natives were
slow, and time was not an object. If you tried
to force them they became passive resisters.
Small sections in a large number of blocks wers
allocated to natives, instead of their interests
Leing consolidated in one block. A 1Lill dealing
with the imatter woald shortly be bejore the
House, and he hoped he would have their assist-
ance I carrving the matter through.”

The Bill in being is the dreadful “Muori Lands
Settlement Bll,”

Printed for the Proprietor. Robert Studholme
Thompson, of Normanby, by W, A. Parkiuson,
at the “ Hawera Star” Office, High St., Hawera.
—Oetober, 1905,
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