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NOTIFICATIONS.

—

By » misunderstanding the fust issue of the
Rrconn wis numbered ©2.?
B 1"’

The July number was
This is nuniber © 27" for August.

TO SUBSCRIRERS.
Tho price of the Maiont Recorp is 3. per
eapy. It will be published monthly. and the
annnal  subseription for the paper, posted to
any address, is 3s. 6d., paid in advance.
All letters to the Pditor must be addressed
to him, Box 9, Dust Oilice, Normanby, Taranalki.
Subscriptions may be forwarded to Mr. R. 8.
Thompson, at the same address.
We hope also to pluce the paper on sale i
leading  booksellers.
carnestly

Support of the paper is

recuested. Tt I3 mot a commoercial

speculation.  No one is getting paid for its pro-
duction but the printer, and out of an earnest
desire to place the grievances, desires, and

aspirations of the Maori people before their
European fellow-subjects, some Maori ladies have
combined {o ensure suflicient capital for supply-
ing subscribers for a year without disappoint-
ment.  The future lies with the public, and de-
pends wpon their support.  In owder to promole
the cireulation of the Rrconn, and thos azsist the
Native cause, we shall be glad to reccive names
of subscribevs of £1 per anuum, to whom six
capies monthly of the paper will e posted.

10O CORRESPONDENTS.

A column will he open to thase who have
useful suggestions to make in Maori matiers.
Notes on ancient Maori history, habits, mamers
and cusioms will find a place. icaticns
must be written on one side of the paper only.
and be as Iegibie as the writer can riake them;
typed lotters preferred.

NATIVE TRUSTS.

W hese Trusts oupht to be dealt with by o
private Bill. If the Natives conld sce that their
vescrves were veioved from ontside falerferesce
they would feel that wdiat had faken place inthe
past wonld not take place agali, namely, that
by one Act after another the power of retaining
these veserves has been set aside,”—RoLrrsrox,

Lan_d Tenuré ”for
Maoris.

— _.._‘.._.__._._.. ——

AT a tine when the total unalienated landed
estute of the has caleulated ot
5,000,000 acres, and it iy proposcd. in Lhe in-
terest of sottlement, to bring this aren into oceu-
pation, making ample provision for un agrienl-
tueal. pastoval, industrial and resident Maort
people, as well as throw open for henefivial Fuvo-

Maoris heen

prnt cecupation the overplus, it is necessary to
crequire what  security of tenuwre has been ex-
tended 1o the Maori on {he reserves made for
him un his own lands in the pasi. Compensa-
tion Awards., lLeing allenable by consent of the
Governor-in-Couneil, have almost entively puassed
into wccupation.
Awards, of which the Crown Granis were not

Furepean Compensation
yet issued, were, on the West Const, merged
in the West Coast Setilement Rescrves.  Com-
peusation awards were awarded io loyal natives
whose lands had been confisvated.  Theve has.
we helieve, been no suclh investigation of the
position of the Compensalion Awands v the
Fast Coast, and in Waikato, as wus made hy
Sir Dillon Bell and Sir Wikl
carly eighties, on the West Coast.
are driven to the latter for object lessons.  Of

Fox, in ibe
Henee we

Compensation Awards for what are called ab-
sentees, thase not present i the wars which
Led to confiscation, 10,160 acres were gazetled
by recopunendations of the Connnissioners abouve
alluded to as reserves Lo “satisly the Government
Alsentee Awards.”  We believe these famds have
heen sold by the
added to the land vevenue of the colouy. A

Jovermment, awd the prodeeds

Comuussion  ordersl hy  the House  of
Representatives  in the  sesston of - 1903
sat in New Diymouth e enquire i June
Jast as to whal had  become  of  the 3000

aores set aside for the Npatimutunga absentees.
The report has not yet been Juid befere Par-
huwment, but evidence tended to show (hat the
lands  had account of pressure
Lrought to bear by the lecal governing body.
We have a detailed list of sections sold by the

heen sold on

Government on the lands set aside for the Tara-
naki absentecs, and we believe that those set
apart for Ngatinwa natives have also been so
alicnated.  These iwo tatal 5BO0 acres.
(Parliamentary Papers, 1804, A—5I)  An in
vestigation into the fate of the 3,192,000 acres.
nominally confiseated on the West Coast. will
give us an iea ay to what will become of the

blocks

five nillion acres left to be deall with in
New Zealand should sindlar lines be

only
followed.
And after these are operaled upon there are no
lands left from which to justify the faveurable
voerdict of the world as te the rightcounsness of
our dealings with the Maori people 11 respect to
their lands. Of the 1,192.000 acres on the West
(‘oast, by recommendation of the Commission-
ers 201,355 were Granted to the people of the
{ribes, 5289 individually named, by Her Mijesty
Quesn Yictorvis, for themselves and their chil-
dven for ever. Of these lands the Dublic Trusieo
has in his hands approximately 180.000 acr
Tndividual  rescrves  amd

5.

special reserves  may
make up the diserepaney between his figures and
those of the Commissioner’s report. OFf the
180,000 acres, 128,000 acres have leen ot g
Europeans on a perpetual right of renewal;
20,000 zeres huove been made suhiect 1o Hecnges
to ocenpy by nativess and 30.000 aores may s
alienated at e it the rathless work s
There 35 a gleam of light in the
Dremier’s Rotorun sprech.

any
nol stopped.
In making the re-
serves the Connadssioners abued at fuliilling the
statutory  regivirement of 50 acres per capi
They were not able to do so.  Subsequent statu-
tory power given tor the DPablic Trostee dis
regarded this Taw, which forbids any alicnatien
of o native’s land unless he or she Tas 50 aeres
Jefi for
ocenpation-fHeense

maintenanee.  On an average. on the
have not
four acres. and that they are obliged to pay ront
for. The security of itheir tenure even of {his
lie in the will of the Public Trusive. and we
have not ane word to say against the indieiduad,

Tand, thoe natives

To demonstrate the pesition we huve doveted
number of {he A
necessary on arconnt of the
the ametive  frechold  and  give i
The vest of the 1.182.000
veenpicd hy :

thiis Broonrn. 1his 15 the

N seheme to

tolke away
1o thelr Tesaees,

Leing Furopeaus,  ihere iy
na land from which to wdd 1o the misernble nreay
to which the natives have been roduced by the
granting to Foropeans of perpetual rieht of ye-

newil of their leases.

Maori l.and Councils.

———
OHOTE BLGCR.

It s proposed that i the veserves for nalive
oceupidion te he made on the lve nallion acres,
suid 1o be Jeft of the Maori estale, nre not to he
administered by the Public Trustee, they shall

be operated by the Moorl Land Ceuncils. The
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ervors inkerent to the one system are present
in the other—continial danger of legislative
interference, tending to deprive the natives of
their reserves, and Government predeminance.
The Ohotu block is the only one, we believe, yet
placed upon the market by the Councils. The
ltor. Mr Carroll lately stated in the House that
the block comtained aliout 58,000 acres, that
during the last two months 3610 acres have been
taken up, and during the last six months end-
ing 30th JFune. 17,612 acres. We find that of the
area chosen by selectors. as above, 10,835 acres
have heen taken up by the Maoris themselves.
Tirey were promised 5000 acres for their own
furm settlements. They tried to get partition
throngh the XNative Land Court, and were
told that the law provided for no such opera-
tion. They could only gain possession of their
own lands for use by leasing them, the same as
Furopeans were slowly doing. So they are re-
swming occupation that way. but the prospect
of having thus to pay, and the change from
a clear native title to a leaschold one from the
Councils, are not likely to encourage other own-
ers of other blocks. And the position demon-
strates that hefore the scheme foreshadowed by
the Premier at Rotorua can be worked out by
the Couneil, legislative changes in the Act gov-
erning procedare must be made. Farming settle-
menis for natives must he made hefore the lands
are placed in the hands of the Council for lease,

West Coast Reserves.

The Confirmed Leases.

Baofore the Royal Commissioners made tho
Wost Caast Reserves very large ones had hecen
nuule south of Whaingongora, and these were
subsequently mierged in the former. But long
hefore that sertlement was attempted the natives,
wishing to beneficially occupy the old reserves,
made agreements to lease with Europeans, plae-
ing the rent at such a figure that the lessces
sutfered ne hardship when they were 1o hand
hack ihe lands, improved, to the natives at the
end of the vespective terms. But the day of
resumaption never arrived. The dream of the
Maori of farming his own land was never allowed
to materialise, The leases were declared invalid,
Liat the Commissioners Fox and Bell, on investi-
gation, finding some of them bona fide between
the parties, confirmed them for the respective
terms for which they were made. There were
others repudiated by the Commissioners, but
those were subsequently confirmed by Mr Thas,
Mackay. These two classes of lease, those con-
sidered in good faith and those lacking this hall
mark, are what are called the confirmed
leases. The  improvements were the pro-
perty of the natives, but in 1887 legislation was
paseed by which the lessces could surrender their
old leases and zequire new ones from the Publie
Trustee, The Act provided for Arbitration
Courts to sit, but the natives disapproved of
the whole proceedings. and refused to appoint
an arhitrater. The Covernment appointed one

for them. The improvements were taken away
from the natives and given to the lessees. The
term for which the leases were to be made was
thirty years. The Crown Grants say the lands
cannot be leased for & longer term than twenty-
one vears “without fine, premium or foregift.”
The nalives sued. in the Supreme Court, the
Public Trustee. The latter wus defeated, on the
ground that ihe rcgulations were ultra virves of
the Crown Grants. But it was a costly proceed-
ing for the natives. We lelieve they had to
pay the entire cost, althcugh they won. It was
pulpable that unless the conditions of the Crown
Grant were destroyed, the Government and the
lessees could not do as they wished. They were
destroyed by the Act of 1892, The lands were
vested in the Public Trustee in fee simple, al-
though they had been granted to the nominated
natives by ller Majesty Quecen Victoria for ever.
The Iublic Irustee has a dual pesition. By one
section of the Act he holds the lands for the
benefit of the owners; hy another he is em-
powered to act as if he were absolute owner
of the lands. The latter pose is much in evi-
dence. The provision of ihe Act which forlids
any Foropean lessee from enquiring more than
640 acres wus avoided, and one owner-lessee
acquired about 4000 aeres. The natives on re-
newal of leases tried to get the large arca sub-
divided for closer settlement; they tried in vain.
But a lesser holding 1000 acres lately advertised
the goodwill of iv for sale, in areas suitable for
dairy farming. asking, we are told, £8 or £9
per acre for the goodwill, although the natives
Ly the Crewn Grants were not allowed to take
any “fine, premium, or foregift,” and the im-
provements arc the property of the natives till
paid for. All partition by the natives through
the Native Land Court was slopped by the Act
of 1882, Defore that they were in a fair way
of each obtaining his individnal holding, Taking
one Grani as a sample, the Conrt found that
three-fourths of the land was subject to lease,
and one quarter only remained for occupation
by the owners. At that time it was never antici-
pated that the temporary leases would be made
perpetual.  The Supreme Court declared the im-
provements on the leased lands belonged to the
natives, but lessees pleading poverty, were al-
lowed to pay interest only on the capital sum,
the value of the improvements. Some compara-
tively wealthy lessees pay this interest. The
natives pay land-tax, not on what they individu-
ally own, but on the whole big black, with

assessments  intended  for  “secial  pests.”
They pay foll rates, and have no voice
in the expenditure. They let the lands

leased, temporarily, hoping to get them back
improved. The Legislature has taken them from
the natives for ever, and defamed the Queen’s
Crown Grant. The voice given them in fixing
the rental has proved inoperative in practice.
The final decision rests with the Public Trustee.
In the late trouble at Greymouth it was sajd:
“It seems that thcre was a covert agreement
amongst the leaseholders in Greymeuth not fo
attempt to outbid cach other at the sale.” That
was in the South Island. On the reserves we are
writing of it is more than suspected that therc
has been covert agreement hetween the natives,
agents of the Macri owners, and intending les-
sees, by which low rentals are fixed dud the

majerity of the natives wronged. The natives
cannot now pget back the land they leased but
for a time, and the remainder they have to pay
vent for, although they are the owners thereof,
And seme of them lease Jand from Europeans
on which to grow potatoes. (For short history
of the confirmed leases see Hansard, Vol 27:
Speeches of the Hon. K. C. J. Stevens and
others.)

The following are extracts from a correspon-
dence which lately appeared in the IHawera and
Normanby STAR, a paper published in a town in
the heart of the reserves . —

The Proposed Reconfiscation.

In reading your account of the debate on the
above matter by the Taranaki provincial section
of the Farmers’ Union, it was a large satisfaction
to me to e able to recognise that the majority
of 16 to 5 in favour of the seizure of 200,000
acres of Crown Granted lands was obtained hy
o misrepresentation of the position, in, I believe,
the innocence of honest error, No ene welcomed
the advent of the Farmers' Union more heartily
than myself, Lecause I thought it would inherit
all the best traditions of the British yeoman,
and, whilst presenting & sturdy front for the
maintenance of the just rights of the farming
conununity, be an immensely strong factor in
advocacy for cleanly administration and equit-
able legislation, and at the same time be a
trenchant foe to all chicanery. In such belief 1
have, since its inception, been a sincere advocate
by wvoice and pen of the programme of the
Farmers’ Union, and its extension, which is
rapidly becoming incvitable, to a stall in the
political arena. But, Sir, no right-thinking man
would continue to give countenance and support
to the Farmers' Union, if by 16 10 5 they adopt-
ed an iniguitous propesal in the fullness of
knowledge. 1 will take a portion of Mr Max-
well’s Iast speech as my text. and in doing so
let me say that, witheut personally knowing
that gentleman, I have a most sincere admira-
tion for the way in which he protected settlers’
rights in the Marbor Board matter, and I be-
lisve that when Mr Maxwell knows the true
position of the Reserves he will cease to advo.
cate their confiscation. Says Mr Maxwell : “The
reserves consisted of 200,000 acres of confiscated
land, and the natives had never got ‘t back.”
The total area of the confiscated territory, that
is. not of land actunlly confiscated, but of native
lands over which settlement of Furopeans might
b made, was 1,192,000 acres fsce Parliamentary
DPaper, 1884 A—5B). At that date thers were
235,350 acres of this arca occupied by Furopeans,
and 528,800 meore acres availalle for European
settlers. This latter has sinco been sold or leased
by the Government on State account. The re-
serves made in former years, called Compensa-
tion Awards, have also, almost 1o the last acre,
come inlo the eccupation of Europenns. Those
wlich had not bLeen thus alienated at the date
of the report were absorbed into the West Coast
Settlement Reserves, which are, in the M9, I
have quoted, stated to be in area 201,335
Mr Maxwell states the natives “never got it
back.” 1 had considerable admiration for the
Farmers’ Union when they, or some of them,
refused to sanction the revaluation of lands held

acres,
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in perpetuily at a fixed rental, because they re-
fused to lend the influence of their powerful
name to a breach of conlract, although it was
felt that those lessces, in respect te this one
condition, had an exceedingly soft thing. It is
this admirable sense of right and justice made
manifest which encourages me to hope that the
Farniers’ Union will net stultify itself when it is
informed that the 201,395 acres were in the
carly eighties Crown Grauted to 5289 natives in
392 Crown Grants, that these natives live be-
tween the Waltetara River and White Cliffs,
and this area is all between those natives and
destitution, as with that exception the 1,192,600
acres have been talen, sold or leased by the
Government to Furopeans. or sold by natives
to Luropeans. The latter is probably an incon-
siderable area. This 201,385 acres, then, is
the total provisien for 5283 natives after the bulk
af their land has been taken, loyal and rebel
alike, men who shot at us, and men who for
us shot their feilow-tribesmen, or those who re-
mained neutral. Tt was felt that in the then
state of Maori civilisation, and the state also of
their finance in 1881, they could not heneficially
oceupy, as farmers, the large area, although it
fell far short of the statutory acreage of 50
acres per capita, as will be seen by dividing
the number of acres by the number of grantees.
The Crown Grants of Her Most Gracious Ma-
jesty Queen Vietoria, which I hope the Farmers’
Union will 1hink equally worthy of respect with
the contract of the leass in perpetuity, speaking
from memory, are conditioned as follows: 1
may say I Lave handled the whole 392 Grants
and copied fully one-half of them. They graut
the frechold to the natives, all individually
named, for ever, and the lands are made in-
alienable except as follows:—First by exchange
for lands of at least equal wvalue, said lands
taken in exchange being held in fee simple;
secondly, by lease for 21 years, without fine,
premium, or foregifi. Sir William Fox issued a
proclamation declaring the lands, subject to the
grants, the freehold of the native grantees for
ever. It was not thought advisable that the
natives should have the leasing of their own
lands, so in 1B81 was passed the first Weat
Coast Scttlement Reserves Aet, which appoinied
the Public Trustee to administer the lands. And
just here comes in another point: If propery,
the subject of a trust held Ly the Public Trustee,
can have its title defamed and destroyed as the
effect of political agitation, what faith is to be
placed on the invielability of any property con-
fided to tne State Trusice? It was deomed ad-
visable to lease, with the consent of the native
owners, when Mr Thes. Mackay had succecdod
Sir William Fox as Commissioner. The latter
asked me to consult the natives of the Waimate
Plains, and, by queting Crown Grants and the
proclamation above spoken of, that the lands
should be theirs and their children’s for ever,
and the leases merely temporary, I got a tacit
consent to the leasing of the land, valuable he-
cause it ensured the scltlers from interference.
The lands were then Jensed from time to time.
but on conditions wvery difforent at first from
those now existing. [y political agilation. hy
dangling their votes hefore the eyes of succossive
candidates for Parlinentary seals. in the sane
way as is heing done at present, the lossees of
these West Coast Settlement Rescrves obtained

amendments (7 te the prineipal Act in 1883,
1885, 1887, 1489, 1892, 1893, 1900, and 1902,
which  amendments have gradually improved
their title and terms of lease, and equally viti-
ated that of the natives. But the freehold he.
longs to the natives, and the Public Trustes
holds the fee simple merely for purposes of
administration, although he greatly presumes on
his pesition. It will Le a public fallacy that
the frechold tenure by Crown Grant is unassail-
able, if the lessees by political agitation ean for
themselves obtain the frechold of others. What
security is there in any title if such things can
happen.  There is much said, and a paper has
been pullished, en Maori landlordry. What com-
plaint have the lessoes to make of the treatment,
they have received !t When in 1887 tliey agitated
as wsual. and pleaded poverty, their rent was ro-
duced one-hall for a period of fve years. And
they have not ccased to agitate now when in-
stead of those lran years the fat years have
bren long upen them, and having formerly got
all they asked for, they now want the freehold.
And every candidate who comes before them will
pramise to forward their iniquitcus aim. al-
thoagh I do nok think any one of those seekers
after political honour and three hundred a year
helieves in his heart that when the Parliament
of New Zealand hears the truc state of the case
the Jatter will so defame the honour of tle
eolomy as to transfer the freehold of one Diitish
subject, held in trast by a colonial office. ta
another Dritish subject who enly differs from
the first in that he holds the franchise. Defore
the Govermment ventured on the amendments
aedverse to the natives, knowing it had a warrior
pesplo to deal with, it <drew the latter's tecth
by domiciliary visits to their whares in 1881, at
which it removed the Maoris’ pigron guns. Birds
were out of season, and in November the gums
were tusty.  Prior to the Jeases of the Iublic
Trostee—and this is another phase of MMaori
landlordry, although not sanctioned by law—-the
natives made a certain contract with their Euro.
peane neighbonrs, by which they Teased their re-
serves to Lhe latter an such terms as would allow
the lessees to improve the Jand, and veturn it
o the native owners in a it state for their own
furmning at the end of the term. AMr Davidson
is one of those wha acquired such a lease, and
as w member of the Farmers' Union. at the
nweeling on Wednesday Tast. he thus spoke, 1o
bis own honour and in the lght of his full ex-
pericence. of native landlordry in days when in-
security  broaded over the district.  Said Me
Davidson : “ITe had seen the time when the West.
Coast Scttlement temants were glad to get the
land.  They had w good thing, and now they
winted a better. Te thought faith should be
kept with the Maoris,” Mr Davidsan thought
that those whe kept faith with him when the
law protected neither shonld not e oppressed
by the predominant partner, which owned power
at the polls, Those irregnlar leascs were en-
quired into by Sir William Fox, and these which
wera hona fide between the two parties. the
Macri and the Laropean, were confirmed for the
teems for which they were made.  Subscquent
agitaiton ensuing. the Acls T have mentioned
cansed  he conversion of these inlo perpetual
leases. 1t was said at the weeting of the Far-
mers” Union that the natives had no say in e

fixing of the terms of lease.  This is an error,

as i3 proved by the advertisements which appear
from time to time, Sir, in your amd other
papers, with a Jong list of native grantees,
calling on them to niect and consult as to the
renewal of some European's lease, I.do not say
that the wishes of the natives are always given
effect 1o in their entitety, bur they are studied
by the Public Trustee. If those wishes had
full effect, the 1000 acres advertised in your
columns to be subdivided. and which is one of
those confirmed leases, would have been et in
several farms years ago. 1 acknowledge that
the freehold is the best tennre. Lut it will coase
to be so it it can be stolen by pelitical agitation.
If the lessces cannot exist without the freehold
let them agitate for the right to freehold some
waste lands of the Crown, which these reserves
never were. They passed diveet from the native
title, which the Trenty of Waltangi protected,
to the freehold tenure. secured on Crown Grant
by Hev Most Gracious Majesty the Gueen. s
credentials for my anthority to speak, I may
say that the scheme of ihe continuous reserve
was formulated by plan with full directions from
me on February 23, 1879, sent to Mr Sheehan
in Sir George Grey's Iremicrship, and adeptedd
by 8ir William Fox the next year. The consent
ol the natives of the Plains was obtained Ly me
as above stated.  And finally Mr Bryee was
advised by me 1o take the troops 1o Parihaka
to arrest Miroki and for other purposes a year
before he did so.

The Maori: Settled and done
for.

Half a century ago Cathbert Bede (the Rev,
Chas. Bradley). an acquaintance (with that ae-
quaintanceship which was the personal venera-
tion of a Lay for the successful author of a most
amuging lLook) wrote “The Histery of Verdant
Green™” in three phases, the last being “Verdant
Green Married and Dme Yor.” The “done for”
of Mr Green was a mere cuphomism of the
author for a delightfu! venlity. Lut the “deing”
the Maaris ave getting in the settlement of their
Taads ts grim voine On March 21 Jase the DPro-
mier adumbrated the policy intended to be puy-
sied with respect to the 5.600.000 acres of native
Iands Tefv in New Zealand., The busis was the
individualisation of native titles. the cutting of
the land up inta farms for the natives, and also
rillage settlements, ihe loaning of mouey to those
wishing to farm on the security of their lundds,
amed finally the orcupation of the halawe of the
land by European settlers. A1 Eliham on Thurs-
day last 8ir Joseph Ward alluded to the coming
settfement of the balanee of the native lands,
and said that he was in fuvowr of “treating them
in the same way as the Wesi Const Settlement
Reserves had been treated hy Mr Dallance.”
Now, it is likely thar the trealment the natives
have received under Mr Ballance’s Act of 1892
will, when investigated, canse no little sensation,
not te say seandal. and, as the present Governe
ment holds up his methods s a pattene. and his
treatment of the West Coast Reserves and thojr
owners a5 desirable 1o be copred. 1 propose Lo
shortly sketeh these Lransactions.  There i
never heen sten an opportanity of doing absolute
juslice as these veserves presented, adter thew
had been Crown Granted by the Queen, there
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never was such parady of justice as was perpoe-
trated Dby the initlator of the policy of “Four
acres and a cow,” as aren and equipment of the
Suropean farmer at bis first opportunity. In
giving an account of the West Coast Reserves it
is necessary to state that they were the cutcome
of a Royal Commission sitting in 1880-4. 1
have the reports for all those years before me.
The interim report was published in the second
nunber of the Stan. In ile second report, the
Commissioners quaote the following minute of
Sir Donald MceLean, dated 26th December. 1871:
“T think it would be politically undesirable. and
I fear practically impessible. to attempt to pre-
vent their (the natives) ecccupying the country
north of the Waingongoro. the confiscation of
the country having been abindoned
Gavernment. so Jong as they Lehave themselves
and keep the compact ahout not crossing the
Waingongore.”  Old Hawern seltlers remember
when these natives eonld not be induced. on any
The Com-
missioners said : “This minute was approved by
Sir Tienald MeLean. Nor must it be supposed
that the siatement so approved was an accident,
or a mcre slip of the pen.

by the

account. to visit their rising town.

The words ‘confisca.-
tion of the country having bLeen ahandoned hy
the Government.” were underlined in the Secre-
tars’s minnte. and could not have escaped the
Minister’s attention.”  Tut the Royal Commis-
sioners sat, nol to deal equitably with those
lauds between Waingongoro and Stoney River
only. bui to exereise in equity their functions

over  the  whole  area from Wailotara  to
White  Clitfs. I quote fram  the  in-
lerim  report what the Commissioners  say
about the Parihaka block, as the busis of

award mentioned there, was their guide over
the whols area from Waitotara to White Cliffs:
“Bince 1878 it is said the Parvihaka settlement
has inerensed; but whether it is so or not, ne
one  pretends we cun tell Te Whiti and his
prople they st leave il So that for all prac-
tieal purpozes the Iarihaka black is only what
will he left after reserve for those
and this means, taking the Native Land
Act seale of 50 acres for each soul. that we have
to sei apart at least half the awvailalle
for them.”  The balouce was to le sold
on thie Srate nccount to Hurcpeans. which was
done.  The fotal area of native land, actually or
nowinally canfiscaied, the Conunissioners had {o
adjodicale on was 1,192,000 acres. Of this im-
mense aron they recommended to be reserved
jor the uatives a fotal of 214,675 acres.  Tlhe
following lands were then granted liy the Queen
on tiie Commsisioners’ recommencation, and the
initiative of

a large
peaple;

land
there

Parliamnent, 1o the natives, each
mentioned by name. living in the respeeiive

areas. (A, 5B, 1824.)

A—Tands Cranted or in course of heing Granted
{roods and perches omitied):

Grants. Urantees, Arres,

1. Waitolara ta Patea ... 41 653 11,006
2. Patea to Waingongoro 39 1528 32,538
& Waingongare to Tau-

ngatara Lo A2 676
4. Taungatara to Montati i2 250
5. Sowatl 1o Waiweranu: 41 h78
6. Walwerauui to Omala 56 351 25,025
7. Bell Block  to White

Clifts O 1562 26,657

Compensation Awards, i.c., Awards previonsly
made to Loyal Natives now merged in the
Reserves Crown Granted:

Divisien 1.- -Waipingao to

Tiloki .. 20 12 5,458
Division II.- -Titoki to
Trenui B 1 35 6,450
Diviston 1Ll.-—{7renui to
Raw-o te-Hula ... ... 38 28 2,700
392 5289 201,385

In addition to this area there were 12,764
acres set aside, mostly surveyed and reported
on. but not “recommended {o he granted at
present.” I don’t know what has become ol this
T know saine has been allocated for the
nmatives, but a Commission sat last week in New
Plymouth o enguire how natives are to he com-
pensated for a block of land. variously stated
at fron 1500 to 300 ucres, thus reported on hy
the Commissioners, hut which has since been sold
by the Government to Europeans. T am dealing
now with the 201,595 acres as provision for Hh289
notives, and granted to them by ithe Queen for
In 1881 the West Coast Settlement Re
serves Act wuas passed, which handed to the
I'ubiic Trastee the adminisiration of the reserves
with power to lease for a term of twenty-one
years. as provided by the Crown Grant. Mr
Thos. Mackay was appointed Comunissioner to
arrange with the nafives for leasing. In the
Hawera and Norimanhy 87an of Novenber 28,
1882, is the foliowing: “Further propress has
heen made by the Trustee respecting the leasing
of 1the West Coast Sett}emient Reserves, he hav-
ing concluded an agreesient with the leading
natives of the Ngatimanuhiakai hapn, Titoke
wart's tribe, for the leasing of »+00 acres of their
lands.  This is preof of the singerity of the good
wivice the okl warrior Iately gave ihe natives in
this district.” T was Mr Mackay’s agent 1o
Titokowaru's tribe, and aflter quoting the Crown
Grant and Proclamation, securing their lands for
ever, and assuring them of the temporary nature
of the leases, I obtained the appointment of a
delegate to arrange lands Lo Iwe leased. 1 have
hefore me o copy of the masked plan made by
Mr Mackay, showing the lands
wished Lo keep for themselves. It contains the
mames of the “leading natives.,” or vather their
agents, who coneluded the agreement spoken of
in the Stam. They are Komene, Hana Tami-
hana {Thompson], and R. 8. Thompson, and the
witness 1o these signatures is ', Wilson, I.P.
1 did not think Mr Mackay was justified in
telling the Star that he had obtained an agree-
ment to lease, Lut to have publicly protested
would have retarded settlenent. The under
standding with the matives was that if the por-
tions marked on the plan were not leased, the
Furopeans leasing the other povtions would not be
interfered with, and I can confidently say the
natives from that day to this Lave not broken
faith. Ouce a start had been made by this ar-
rangement with the leading fighting ha‘pn on the
Plains, the rest was sl plain sailing,  The lands
wera leased for twenty-one years on such terma
as made it nat lmpossible for the natives to ueb
baek ihe Jawds at the expimtion of the {e1m,
Al wond well for nine years, and during {hat
time of lean years, when the setilers complained
of poverty, the renls were reauced Ly half. Tn
1882 Alr Ballanze lwanght in his West Coust

aren.

CVEr.

the  natives

Settlement Reserves Bill. It proposed to mation-
aliss the reserves, and the STar printed, in pam-
phlet form, my protest against the purchase of
lands made inalienable by CUrown Grant. DBut
My DBallanee obtained the consent of the Tar-
linment of the day to a clause which gave the
lessees a right of perpetual renewal of their
Jeases over lands which the grants said could
only be let for 21 years, The following is a
return supplied by the I'ablic Trustee of the
lands of the rescrves ict to Furopeans, and that
held under cccupation license by the natives re-
spectively.  Approximate area of West Coast
Settlement Reserves leased on 30th June, 1904,
128,408 acres; approximate arvea of West Coast
Settlement Reserves held under occupation license
on June 30, 1904, 20,304 acres. The Act of 1892
vested the total area of the reserves in the Public
Trustes in fee simple. Acting as owner by Act
against the owners by grant, he charges the
latter rent for the occupation of their own C'rown
iranted lands. It will be seen that the above
return leaves 45,683 acres of reserves unaccount-
ed for out of the 201,395 acres of reserves. It
is probable that mach of this is being made use
of by the natives withont license. and, indeed,
why should it not when it 18 Crown Granted
to them? But at the same time it is liable fo
be let by perpetual lease at any time by the
Trustee, to whom Mr Ballanee gave the fee-
simple.  Oxly those who hold lease or occupi-
tion license have any protection, and the lalter is
2 poor one. It is possible that mueh of {his
sarplus is wooded and inaccessible land in the
mountain ranges. Had the natives
area of 201,385 acres there would not be 31
acres per capita towards the statutory aren of
50 ncres per soul.  As it js, 128,408 acres having
been lot to Europeans on perpeiunl lease, the
20.304 acres if assured on license {o 5289 grantees
is not quite four acres a-piece. Instead of pro-
pasing to take their freehold from them. it would
appear that measurcs should be taken to ohbtain
the relinguishment of some of the leases on com-
pensation heing given.  Fven if the doubtinl
arca of 40,683 acres be added to the 20,304 acres
of occupation licenses. {he 5289 natives would
have short of 13 acres ench. out of the 201.395
Crown Uranted them of the 1,182,000 acres con
fiscated, and ihe bulk of this asi-men-
tioned aren has been sold to enrich (he revenues
of the Stalte. The natives nre vory weary of
looking for juslice 1o Governments whose ("xist-
ence i office depends upon the votes of {lrase
who long for the natives' lands. and they appeal
to the great heart of the nation not to allow
them fo languish on four acres a piece,

the whele

wreal

The Proposed Seizure of the
Freehold.

In my first letter T extiended the palm branch
Lo all of the Farmers’ Union who inadvertently
advocated a wrong io the natives in the inne-
cence of honest ervor.  Sinee seeing Mr Coom-
bridge’s lettar T must cqually absolve all lessees
who are, with him. unaware of the yeal pasition.
Fivsl, T miny sav that 1he primary object of the
reserve of 201,385 acres ont of the 1,192,000
nominally confiscated was to make provision for
the Leibes and ancestral owners of the lands. 1
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have shown that when distributed among ihe
5282 ascertained cwners there was, out of this
resorve, hut 30 acres per capita, I have
mentioned that ne provision for Maoris is deem-
ed by the law suflicient unless 1t amounts to £0
acres each, and no Aaori is allowed to alienate,
or any Luropean purchase, any land of a native
withont a statutory declaration that he or she
has fifty acres left for his maintenance. Nor is
this necessity confined to native lands; it iy
applicable to Crown Granted lands in possession
of the Maoris. A rich lady who moves in good
society at Home, and whose name is inextric-
ably connected with the settlement of the colony,
and whose hushand’s name is equaily celebratod
in the political arena of & bygone day of the
colony, wishing to dispose of certain Crown
Granted Jands, had {0 make the journey of
14,000 miles to swear per form “C” ihat she had
received no runy, arms, or gunpowder in pay-
ment, and that she had fifty acres loft for her
maintenance—pnor thing' I hope both My Coom-
bridge and Mr Flwin will pick fhrom my state-
ment the points which correct theirs. and thus
obviate tho necessity of my mentioning that 1
am opposed to what they say at each iftem,
There is much in the latter's letter which appeals
strangly to me. and 1 should like to notice i
in print if possible, especially in regard to the
“gospel of laber” as applicable to the Maors,
for my wife has a leng-standing offer open to
find land for a technical school of manual work.
if the State or an approved philanthropie hody
will build, equip and endow it. But he has mis-
guoted me in that phase of the matter. I said
the reserve was all tHat was left between the
vatives and “destitution”—destitution of land—
not “starvation.” 3r Coombridge i3 in error
when he says the reserves are Crown lands placed
into the hands of the Public Trustee to ho ad-
ministered for the bLenefit of the natives, They
are (rown Granted lands so placed, The Crown
Grants to the natives in every instance are
older than the Public Trustee's leases.  The
leases ave subject to the Crown Grants and such
amendments as are made by the varions West
Coast Settlement Rescrves Acts.  Under thaso
Acts are the lands leased administered. awl noi
under the Acts which govern the administration
of the Crown lands of the colony. The granis
are dated at various periods daring 1881, 1882,

also

1883, In reply to the suggestion that the men-
tion  of  wvalue in  exchange is  comstruwed
by the “powers” to mean that cash shall do

duty in the transfer, I quote the restrictions
of all the large grants: “Inalienable by sale, gift,
or mortgage: alicnable by exchange or lease for
21 years, with the consent of Gevernor-in-Coun-
cil.”  {A.—bB.)  All original Public Trustee's
leases in the reserves were for 21 years under
the West Const Settlement Reserves Act, 1881
"The rent te he reserved shall be the best im-
preved rent obtainable at the time.” (Schedule
to Aet. B By the Act of 1892 all new lands must
be put up tc public competition by tender, at
an upset rental of £5 per cent. on the capital
value, Renewals are granted from time to time,
“for a farther term of 21 years from the axpira-
tion of the then term, at o rvental cqual fo £5
the gross vidue of the lands.
after deducting therefrom the value of the sub-
stantial improvemsents of a permanent character
as flzed respectively by the arbitration.”

por ceninm on

GV CBR. Act, 1892, p. 180 In respect to the
prrpotual rencwal, it was made legal in the same
Art (1892), that again emphasised by repetition
tha condition of the Crown Grant, that the Innd
wis and is inalienable from sale. (Sec. 6.} Re-
es may be Jeased by the Publie Trustes at
b diseretion with the right of perpetnal re-
soewal, in the manner as under, ete”’ Section
10: “Ne under {his Act shali compris:
rrare than six Lundred and forty acres of land,
ner any lessee have any right te acgire the
frerhald of the said land” Tt would appeas
that the framers of this Aecr, recognising that
they were destroying all provision for the Mao

the way of land. saw the abselute necessity
af preserving for them an incomc in maney.
argumont thal were the freehald gianied
1 the lessces the interest on the purchase monry
would bring in as mueh, or more. Incene per
annum for the natives, cannot be true when

siewals are to he mada on the improved value

lense

T

nf the lads less permanent improvements. wheye-
a3 the purehase money hanked on the sae lieing
made would remain a fixed sum for ever. whils,
the interest would not bLe suflicient to reimburse
the natives far the Ioss of their opporumiiy to
carn an ineome direetly b farming the land. 1
was interpreter to the Native Land Cowt wlhen
and whien it
was necessary to mive applicants a podion of
leased with a portion of unleased land. I never
knew onc¢ inslance where a native preferred the
leased land providing an inceme. such as it s
to the land for his own use. I suppese the eppe-
nents of “Maori Tandlordry” will gird at the
suggestion of the natives ohtalning an nceme on
the impraved value, bub it i5 o pesition which
has been forced on them against their witl. The
Ia theirs as a private estate, and the
Public Trust Board is a sclfish and interested
excrescence, a collector of rates and iniguitous
[and tax which exempts not the smallest awner.
hesides a large commission, and the yractical
expression of the proelivities of the Government
in the attempt made to nationalise the private
lands of the natives. I have hefere me the first
hill prepared by Mr Dallance i 1892, Tt
to confiscate the lands hy making ¢ ninney
payment 1o the eredic of the natives, mid thus
hereeforth the rents on the improved and over-

impertant subdivisions were made,

ds are

}‘rl"l—

POETE

improving reserves. the private Crown Granizd
property of the natives. wauld be vear
ta the revenue of the Gavernment.

two parties are agreed to a transfer
and purchase, When one party, who
pivd Lis land from time immemorinl,
the accumulated associntions of family
tying him 1o it, when he has had that
tected by a and canfinnel by a
special grant of the Sovereizn. and is utterly
averse to part with Nis inheritunce. i 2 sale is
foreed unpon him. no matter what the
is a confiscation, and no sophism will rake it
atherwizre,  And now lot me show hew  the
Tublic Trust Beard. the Star Chamlier of Maori-
land, has attempted to conliseate the uative rn
zerves umder the Act of 1882, First. @
the reserves in the Public Trustee in feesimplo.
the e henohieineivs,
The plea of the Teaseholders ik an inean e Trem

o

Ve the
it is sale
has ooou-
with ail
ard tribe
tand pro-
snlerin {reaty.

price. it

vrsts

ostensibly in mterest of

money  invesied s hetter than one from lawd,
vearly grawing in value, is guite sufficent tn
demansiraie how these inderests can e con

sirned. Bub the natives had heid :
fromy Limes so excordingly remoto that it iz im-
prssilde to fix the date of their initial Goetpa-
ton, and the Poblic Trast Board would prolab)]

wbly
thas reply to any ene thinking that
i Lo its polin

P0ASUSSION

DG

“oscession's

0 Iosseasion’s heof and
ale—
saft Ted, fuly wife, gav horse, gead stee!
I

asaension neAns 1o 5t

of hiy

ride the "r-.]d
ing it aptride of von”
—Ubnzler Ringslew,
And is the way the Tuble Trast o
prozeeded to get astride of the native grant
of the Sovercirn. Tet
Trast Board w

Lol

1his

5
me say that the 'ullie
3 appeinted to administer 1le
natives' roserves in the inlerests of tlio bens.
fic the Aet of 1881, those Acts which
ave inbnical to the beneficiaries. and which de.
frne Urawn gran's, have all heen 1nade
Imd the Pullic Trust Baard an iden
ering the trust in the {rue interest
of the natives it wounld have pratested ac
tha of sich Acts. And ot had evers
opportanity, beeanse the Palilic Frost Daard i3
i (i«-pwtmnn‘ of the Government which initiaied
gislation,  As T have sadd. the trust s ooy
1tute whicl
Aet
diseretion,

ties, 1

the
sineg, nnd
of adwmir

ainst

is destroyving it.  Clanse
says: “The Publie Trug
may  grani
ralive owners 1o oeoupy,
exliivation ar

tre, in his licenses  to

far the purposes of

residenee or accupaticn, porlions
of reserves. upon sl terms and cordivions as
o tyiren 4 i B
b thinks i And he charges the grantee

s af a

i

crent IE the grantee deos
the Public Trastee taid one
no pm‘wtinw

net et oo

of {hem, }‘.0 |

lieense,

J\h’L oo

thint ] o
Trasteo

not the owner, .'md I]mt- Hm Pn.u;c
- And the Tablie Trostee sees that
all vivkt, for he collects it

he pays ot of the

rent the Bessens and elarges the

poroeont for the cross entry in his .
widig the 7 per cent. he has charged for collees
iz the woney from the lessce.  1ow in fare

L . . :
o e paymeat of vent can the licensed acoupier
ever clelin fo he pwner? T might be

Becouied e g0l Trom tlie fael thas il

ihought
Puliie
fo lam. But the Avs fales
vare lie sdacs nal da thal, |

thi oy

Trustee pavs the rent

Tie el mekos him
soo0r 1ntlier the
lat lJ(‘rmofl acounier wishes (o
siply beeause ke awl his
aneestors liave bheen in the eccupation whicl:
fisteel the epoch. from time immemarial,
he s also owner nnder Crown Cran',
hes to dmitate the Furvopean hy
miev. st e ds dna miner degren
Leewse of the Pailin Trusteo, whe

roaf sharex
Bevard e, I

not:

L possession

vl
el
heine o fur-
ovenpier hiv

naw, linw.
ever. wants the Jand far same ather purnnse, {his
is how the i owith him: “No native
GENCT N possessian ef 4 eseres WDall i any actlon
i which the Pulle Trustee seeks to recover

pnm sstenn of sucl reserve he entitled 1o set up

.
aainst {he Public Truster right of MISSOSIION

vu"r]wl only upon surh owner heing a person
entitled 1o a share ar interos* in such TeSOrTe
o appear eanfi this
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apparent
! nuat
thit the At wis arknn wledzed Ty ity
beoeride, The intention s w0l vight: 1t iy te
ey oul aoeliel plank of o socialistie wlatform
ab the expense of the native. -

can-

tradiciion of remeniey
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naker ta

It 15 no use the
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native pleading the sanctity of the family
hearth, or the grant to him for ever by the
Sovereigi, and i he holds a leense that won't
protect him against the Board which gave it to
him, how can you expect the native to build
and improve the land of the ublic Trustes
uuder such conditions?  “\las, alas, you are
seriously injuring the land of the Public Trus-
tee,” said the agent of that officer to some
graulecs who were cuiting down trees for fenc-
ing.  Mr Elwin has supplied an instance where
the Public Trustee has bundled off the tenant of
native owners with a Native Land Court order
of subdivision, The TPullic Trustee can do
everything, “as if,” says the Act, “he was the
absolute owner thereof”  And though the Public
Trustee holds the reserves “in fee-simple for the
nutive owners,” the Crown grants which are the
natives titles ave thus dealt with in cliuse 5 of
the Aet: “For the purpose of earryving into
effvct the powers of leasing and other the powers
given by this Act, the restrictions, conditions,
and limitations contained in the Crown Gramsa
of reserves shall not be deemed to exist. Other-
wise such restrictions, conditions and limitatians
shall renuain and continue.”  Under “this Act”
the native grantees, for whom the reserves wera
made, or some of them, have a licenso 1o accupy
at the merey of the Public Trustee; the Furo-
peans, who first aequired leases subject to the
grant, which were to be only temporary, have
acquired perpetual leases over 128,408 aeres.
The Pullic Trustee is not Lable for anything
he may do, however wicked, unless it is from
“wiliul neglect or omission” {clause 18). ¥ he
does an injustice with intent, if lie is 2 bold
rebber, he is not liable. No individual without
wings should have been entrusted with such
powers. lle can do anything under the Act. I
propose, S3ir, with your kind permission, shortly
to review the proceedings of the Trust Board
with respect to the individualisation of titles,
on which the Public Health Officer says the life
of the Maori race depends.

The Agitation of the Lessces
for the Freehold.

The following has been condensed from the
original letter, chiefly in reply to o lessee, The
correspondent says that, properly cultivated, four
acres 15 cuough for a Maori, Mr Ballance said
four acres and a cow is enough for a Furopean
farmer, so it appears there is but a cow differ-
ence between the respective needs of the two
races. The native title, your correspondent 5ays,
was fictitious, but it was fully confirmed hy the
Treaty of Waitangi; his subsequent title is the
Crown Grant of the Sovercign daly sealed, and
Mr Hogg. a stauneh Governnient supporter. late-
Iy said at Iketahona that the Crown seal must
ba honored :—Members of Parliament were too
henarable to interfere with leases hearing the
Crown seal.  Opponents of the Government were
cffering a brihe, in the shape of the frechald
with a small land tax, o Crown tenants in
exclungs for the leaschold”  (Stin, June 5.)
In respect to the agitation of the nutive lease.
holders and their supparters. at a meeling af
the Farmers' Union beld at Huwera 1o consider
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the advisability of nominaling a candidate, My
-—— sail: “The man who supported the naiive
lense should not get another vote” (name in
report of Srar before me). Mr Klwin denounecs
the habits of the Maoris and half-castes, which
I also deplore, and he attributes them te the
handling of rent-money as the result of 1he land-
lerdism we have established; but surely if the
natives got an jucreased income, as it is afinmed
they wounld, from interest on the debentures,
the result of the purchase of the fee-simple, that
evil would be incveased.  Much depemds on the
point of view. Whilst Mr Ilwin deplores the
necessities of the up-to-date Maori who now
wanls stores, clothes, eic., the Dritish are spend-
iug hundreds of thousands per annum to create
thase wants In savage nations ahroad—dihat s
good for commerce.  Aud In respect to thoso
clothes, whal are they to eat and wear if nol
“Furopean dothing and food” which we have
Lesn trying to make thew use for generations?
It has taken the Anglo Sazon approzimately
2000 years to evolve coat  of woud
Stultz’s latest Paris fashions; it has taken the
Maori about 160 years to substitute for a suit of
Bat AMr Elwin
sugpests na schieme for the better treatment of
native lands and native people than the seling
of the frechold to himself and his co-leaseholders.
though Mr Seddan does.  Mr Ballance did not
contemplate leaving the natives, for their own
use, bul four acres, he advocated the
passing of the Act of 1892, which gave the

Irsse

from a

tattoo one of reach-me-downs.

when

e3 the right of parpeteal renewal, and cer-
AMr Ballance. in
introducing a bill on ifs second reading, said of
a pertion of (he reserves {sce 1lansard, vol. 75.
p- 366 : “There are, as T have stated, 2400 people
in these vartous grants, heneficiaries

tainly Mr Seddon docs not.

whao

nare
interested in these lands. Some of them are
minors.  These people at present, apart from

the forty thousand acres which I have referred
w, aml which may be leased, still retain in
occupation no less than 40,000 acres. We con-
sider 40.000 acres held Dy these 2400 people will
be wmple for them to live upon. We do not
intend ta lease it, but lo leave it in Lheir pos-
session dn onder that they may live properly
and comfortably.”  That is over 16 aeres per
capita, but by administration under the Act by
the DPublic Trastee, the lands that were not Lo
Lo Teased, have been leased, there is not cnough
left. in most distriets, for 1he natives to “lve
praperly and comfortably on” and that js what
I am trying to drive into the right-thinking
people of this colony. DBecause Mr Seddon has
formulated a scheme, and he will reguire Jand
to carry woout. I draw no compaarison bel ween
the actions of this Government and fonmer oues.
Ar Elwin complains that I have not mentioned
the ineguality  of interests, amd mentions the
slives. [ don't think Mr Blwin quite under-
slands the status of a slave in old days; In any
case they have been freed. “As a general rule
they (the slaves) would hecome by Inter-mar-
ringe incorporated with the Airibw.”
“The Maori 158.) It was nccessary
for me to draw an avernge, ns partition haas
auly been very partial.

(Tregear,
Race,” p.

amd that is the very
matler 1 owant Lo deal with, i Mr Khein will
bee silent #ll Pve done. 1 have ouly space in
ihis Tetter to quote AMr Scddon’s plins for 1he
equipment of the native race, 10 take the pl

ave

of the old methods we bolh so greatly deplove:
Methods which reserved the land, but did not
it the owner to oceupy it, or supply bun with
money on security of his lands, so that he could
farm it. Vo neither the white nor the browan
subjects of tlis Majesty can farm without capi-
1l The Btate has found it, under various Acls,
for the one and not for the other. I quote
from the Canterbury Times, a paper supporting
the Government, portious of Mr Seddon’s specch
at Rloloraa. {Here follows an extruct from the
specch we published in full in our lasl issue.]
The scheme then propounded is then spoken of.
That scheme cannot Le carried out on the Wost
Coast if the area of the reserves is further re-
duced, and it is impossible to offer advantages
te one section of tribes and withhold it from
another. It is impossible 1o parade this proposi-
tion hefore the natives in order to persunde
them (o bring their lands under the laws of the
colony, and at the same time deny it to natives
whose lands are so brought and are Crown
Gramted. 1 have an abstract of Mr Elwin’s evi-
dence at Stratford before me. Mr EKlwin de-
nounces thoe administration under the Aci of
1892, by the Vublic Trustee, and 1 agree wiih
him.  The faults of the administration should
be frmly and kindly pointed out. DBecause, at
Eltham, Sir Joseph Ward was in favour of ad-
minisiering the reserves to be made, over the
aren yeb supposed to be left uader native title
in o similar manmner; and that wonld be disas-
trous.  But if the bad old days came back, which
is impossible, and we were Ieft 1o “taste of their
despair” over the loss of their Crown Granied
lands, we should have the spectacle of natives
fighitug for the Queen’s Crown Grant, and cole.
nial troops attacking. Which is unthinkable.

Individualisation and Partition.

When in 1878 the Government undertock the
survey of the native lands Letween the Waingo-
ngore and Stoney Rivers, that wide area of the
best dairy country in New Zealand was entirely
unseitled,  The lands were nominally confis-
cated, and as Bir William Tox showed in (e
extract I have quoled, the comfisention had heen
abaudoned Ly the Government. Tt was abso.
lTutely necessary that the land should Le brouglit
under useful occupation, and it was felt that the
Survey was by no means devoid of risk, because,
first, of the abandonment of the confiscation
menlioned ; secondly, because of the Iarihika
agitalion, which meaut nominal pence Lut prac-
tical obstruction; and, thirdly, and probably the
most serious, becanse the attempt meant the
seizare of the land without any reserves being
actually made for the natives, and those natives

were the most warlike in New Zealand. The
five survey parties were therefore sirongly

manned. 1 was appointed interpreter {0 these
five parties, and if danger lurked in the ex-
pedition mine was the most dangercus  post.
The fate of My Broughton, tomnhawked at
Patea, had shown that it was dangerous to play
wilh such o simonbdering fire. Al went wvh
till Titokowarn's cullivations were trespassed on
by the surveyors in runmng a road through
then:, without any reserve being made for that,
or any other chief or members of the {iribes,
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[ had cautionzd the Native Minister, and told
him that Titokowaru had distinctly assured me
that if this work was continued he would go
and disturb the surveyors, (Copy of letter in
my possession.)  The work was persisted in,
and Titokowaru's men carted the tent, equip-
ages, and instruments of the five survey parties
to the south of the Waingongoro river. There
was a suspension of all aperations for some time,
until Titokowaru’s men began ploughing setiiers’
lawns and fields south of Waingongore. That
brought matters te a crisis, and resulted in
three distinct movements :—The increase of the
Armed Constabulary at Waihi for the arrest of
the aggressive pleughmen; the resumption of
surveys and road-making on the plains under
armed pratection; and the appointment of a
Royal Commissien {0 make
natives, |

reserves for the
went on to the staf of Colonel
Roberts as interpreter, and assisted in the arrest
of the ploughing priseenrs and the subsequent
large number who fenced across roads as ob-
struction to the advance of the constabulary.
Sir William Tox and S8ir Dillon Bell made the
reserves of 201,000 acres Crown Granted, and
12,000 acres reserved but not then granted—the
first the ones T am traating of. The ouly thing
left was individualisation and partition, and I
had it from Sir William Fox himself that that
was i work of administration he should not
undertake.  The mdividualisation was carried
through by 3r Renneli, the Reserves Agent,
and by the Native Land Court. The incidence
of the fuormer’s operations is on the shares of
rent; of the latter’s on the aercage of land,
and was followed by partition; but the basis
of both undertakings wns the same—tha ascer-
tainment of the individusl interest in the lands.
The Notive Land Courlt made many partitions
till stopped under the Act of 1802, The natives
have never ceased to clamour for partition. bhut
that is denied them, though elearly their right
by precedent.  The intervention of the Public
Trustee under the Act is fatal to any attempt
te abtain it. 1 have hefore me a Gazette ap-
pointing a Court in 1893. Tt contains 196 appli-
cations fur partition, and Judge Ward pro-
ceeded to adjudicate, but was stopped by an
order of the Government reminding him of the
Act of 1892, which forbade the Court to parti
tion the reserves unless the native applicant first
obtains a warrant from the Governor. The
native does not know how to obtain such a war-
rant ; neither do L. ANl partition is stopped,
and in place of obtaining individual holdings and
homes under their Crown Cranis. all the natives
have is licenses to oceupy from the Public Trus-
tee over an area which, if equally divided, would
amount, as I have said, to four acres a-picce.
The New Zealand Settlement Acts of 1863 and
1865 attempted to promote the settlement of
Furopeans on native lands confiscated, together
with native reserves and military settlements.
The West Coast Settlement Reserves Act, 1881,
was passed specifically te settle the natives on
the reserves excmpted from canfiseation, and
the leasing to ¥uropeans. an temporary lease, of
areas not immediately required for that settle.
ment of natives.  On those lines, wader the prin-
eipal  Act nd amendments. settlement pro-
cevded till the Act of 1892 stopped the partition
and gave the lessee a perpetunl right of renewal
over the native reserves. And thus tho primary

abject I making the reserves has been avoided,
and the owners prevented from occupying their
lands te advantage under the Queen’s Crown
Grant. I am Informed this week by the Re-
serves Agent that between Oeo and Mimi, nerth
of Waitars and Urenui there are abeut 30,000
aeres nob let to Furopeans or under occupation
livense to natives. There are two ways of deal.
g with native lands. Mr Flwin proposes to
compulsorily acquire the fee-stmple though the
Government; the lHon. the Premier proposes to
seitle the natives on the pertion necessary, and
make him instead of an lucubus a useful wealth-
eorning farmer and settler, The “great leart
of the ualion” will probubly decide this coming
session or at the paolls following, T am serry
to have intreduced so prominently the personal
equation, and feel inclined to anathematise my
“I's.” but it was necessary to show that 1 speak
on authority.  Tet us consider if the posce we
are enjoying is ewing to the ahsence of provora-
tioil 1o natives whose chiel reasons for going teo
war were land and women.  And let us le
Lemest and concede the riglhis nequired by an-
cestral title, the Treaty of Waitansi, the aban-
danment of the confiseation, and finally the
Crown Grant of the Sovereign duly sealed. 1o
gether with conservation of duly acquired rights
of lessees.  But in partition lies ust only ihe
material waliare of the natives and the destrue
tien of communal Labits, but the very lLife of
the native praple.

The distribution of doles
arising from venis to an Hlle natien means the
destruction of that nation, and so would be the
distribution of interest on  debenutres.  We
don't want to make the nulives pensioners of cither
the State or their own lands.  We wani lo nrake
then work what portion of the latier is not taken
for European scitlentent, and those not farmers
must be made wage-carners.  When the freehold-
owniug native farmer works alongside o Luwro-
pean fareer who is o leaseholder he will prob-
ably agree to grant the frechold to the Ialter.
not becanse it will pay him Dlettev, it heennse
he will sce that it is the only temuwre (hat will
wring from him his utterinost effort to do justicn
Lo thie land. Bat how can the lessee, who finds
such incentive absenl in his lesse, expect the
grantee owner fo find if, in a license from his
Lrusice, as insecure as tenure can be? T extract
from the last report of the Native Health Officer
his decision as regards Taranaki natives: “The
Te Atlawus were onee amongst the most brave,
the most industrious and enterprising of the
race; histery tells us this.
to-day.

the most

Bt ook ot 1hem
Of all the tribes now living they are

and  demeralized. T bave
hiel more diffeulty with them than with any
other people. | have had very little n
There are two main cavses which
keep them back— fiest, Te Whitisism; second.
prejudice against the pakeha. The firsk cause
will enly end when Te Whiti dies, and it will he
nseless to do anything radical il then. as hy
persecution many will fly {o his Danner.  As
soan as Te Whili dies we must fnrn on the [ul]
macitinery of the law,

backward

done

(I must not be considdered
as agreeing with everything said. I think the
Premier has shown the hetfer way. R8T,
The second cause will never end till the land
laws are adjusted on the West Coast, The mal-
ing of the natives of the Wesl Coast mere reni-
reccivers is one of the direct canses of all the

evils now existing in this distriet. It has taken
all mdividual rvesponsbility out of them. They
arc absolutely lazy Lecause they have nct soffi-
vient lands to work. The doing away
AMaori landlord rights and meking them irre-
sponsible has encouraged extravagance, idleness

with

andd debanchery, 13l Taranaki has become a by-
word amongst the tribes. {We see hera wlao
bas created the envirenment which has made
the matives all Mr Flwin pictures them, and
hal-castes by law are natives. -R.8T)  The
natives do not eare alout their homes and their
persons, they do net care to improve, for there
is no mcentive.  Their heritage has Leen taken
away frem them, and now in the abandon of
despair they say, ‘What 1s the good? The Pub-
lic Trustee hLas eaten the heart of the melon,
and we are given the rind” They are Dbitter
against everything Faropean, berause 1heir lands
wete eonfiscated, and the remainder they camot
occupy withent paying rent for it.
question is the worst in the colony.
Country is nothing to it.  Hardly n tangi passes
but that large guantities are consumed by men,
WOmen children.  {There has been mnch
this respoct  Tately.—R.8T)
The sights ene sees are most painful, delasine,
and past all deseription.

nnproving,

The drink
The King

and
provement  in

They say matters are
[ suppose they are, hut at Parilieka
these things still zo on oncheched.”  The Ilealih
Gilieer of

tiem of

conchules with 14 pressine
which Noo 12 35 “To haslen individn
native (P 310 1804 There s
wnolher very serious grivvanre arisiiig from this
denial of partition to the na

e

Lands.”

ives.

The exemp-
tion of the Varopeans from pavmeni of land tax
is mhsolute if that individval doss not own more
than 8500 value in Jand. The excnption of the
native owner is positively absent. T a nalive
owns but enovgh o bary him in le pays land
tax. It is deducted from his vents by the I'nllic
Trustes, who hates the joh.  The iax is levied
on the hiz gronts and sabilivisions of the Native
Lawd Conrts. Partition would o aniple jnstiee,
T take the following fvom the report of Iublic
Trustes to Native Afairs Cammittee, last Ve,
PP, 3A, 1904: “The aatives have a fesiti-
mate grievance in respect of the Tand tax. It
applies Lo Furopeans and natives alike whers
Tonds are held in trust for several owners, lut
as there are few eslafes of larce size held jn
trust for a great many Furopeans ihe tax falls
heavily on natives where a farge grant i beld
in trust for many owners. In such cases Lo
amount of land tax paid by each native 55 oui
of all propertion to his small ineome or micrest
n the reserve

This should T alteved in faiv.
ness fo the natives, especially if the lands are in
futere 1o pay full docal rates.” On the passing
of the XNative Rating Act of Tost session I
attempted to gri Jegislation passed to remedy
the injustice the Daoblic Truster mentions, T
even went so far as to petitien the Governer o
wilhhaid his consent. from the Rating Bl i1
Justice had heen done. Bul it was consideed
that the sessian was ton far advanced for any
more legislation Lo ke introduced. and the Gover-
nor's consent was given.
fore me.)

{Governar's letter hie-
Honoralde members micht assisl the
natives in this. now the natives pay full loer)
rites. I am sure the peaple are with me. Tt
appears to me that the ends of justice and the

protection of Iuropean and native on these re-
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serves would best be served by the establish-
ment of a trust for these lands only. Tt would
La necessmry to have included a Judge who
woulkd male saceession orders, partition, etfc.
A glange at the debate on ile sccond veading
of the bill of 1892 will show how many objected
to the appoimument of the Public Trustes. on
many andl irenchant pgrounds.  But, as far as
the natives are concerned, no expeetation of dis-
aster nearty equalled the realisation.

The Public Trust.

The question whether the administration of
these reserves hy the Public Frustee lias been a
suceess o1 Lhe reverse depends greatly on the
point of view. Lo these who think that the
whole of the lands should be leased to Furo-
peans, and the income paid to the natives, it
Las been a modified success. To those who think
that the reserves should have heen used to settle
the natives on the reserves, making them such
useful members of the farming community as
Mr Seddon now proposes to da, and that surplus
lands should be leased to Iuropeans in con-
formity with the policy which guided the mak-
ing of the reserves, it has been a failure. The
predominant position was with the native, the
predominant position now is with the RKuropean
seltler. i.e., the settlement of the Iluropean on
the land that has been the moving factor and
the scttlement of the Maori on his Crown Grant-
ed reserves has been quite a subordinate con-
sideration, It has net ouly been a failure from
the native settlement point of view, but from a
social and sanitary point of view it las been
disastrous.  The native owner by Crown Grant
has no sccure tenure for his land. s license
to arcupy does not, judging from the past,
protect his lands from heing leased to the settler,
[ think [ have said that the Public Trustee has
to do many things which are repugnant to him.
He is dirccted in lis operations hy statutory
considerations. It becomes important to know
whether his office is free from interference by
those wha initiate the statutes. In speaking of
the thirty years' lease, granted to the lessces
of eonfirmed leases, which were disallowed after
costly litigation hy the Ceurt of Appeal in
1861, the Han. K. C.J. Stevens. speaking on the
West Coast Settlement Reserves Bill, 1892, said :
“The Court of Appeal virtuzlly decided against
the confirmed Teases, and T believe one of the
principal grounds of their decision was that the
leases were made far thirty years, while the
Crown Grants of the land actaally prohibited
any further term than twenty-one years. making
thereforo the leascs which were given for thirty
vears ullra vires of the grants.
olher groands which

And there were
may be summarised, [
think, thus: Trusts under which the lands were
held for the natives required that the adminis-
tration of the trust shauld bhe in the intercst of
the natives.” (Hansard, vol. 77, p. 482.) Alr
Rolleston in the Honse, on the second reading
of the Bill, said: “Until T ceased to bo a
member of this House at the last eleetion but
one, I toole great interest in opposing what T
thought to be encroachment en the native rights.
I was not listencd to on that ocacsien: and
as soon as [ was oul of the Honse a Bill was
passed which I think inflicted a gross injustice
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1t was the fact that such un-
just legislation had been passed on the initia-
tion of the Government of the day, concerning
lands which were and are administered by the
Public Trustee, that made many henorable men-
bers of both FHouses disirust the wisdom, in the
imtercsts of equity, in agoein in 1892 vontinuing
the trust in the same hands. Mr Rolleston was
very clear in the matter. {l{ansazd, vol. 75, py.
367-8.) “this B Is an instance of what is
cvidently in the Premier's mind o make the
Pullie Trust Office an absolute department, con-
tralled only by the Treasurer, is to he
siven power to deal with people’s fortuncs as
seems il to im. It s a very dangerons power
which, I think, is intended to be put in the
hands of the Vublic Trustee, who will be actiog
alone, except so far as ho may be controiled by
the peolitical head.  The Trustee, with the Trea-
surer ai his back, may say to one man he shall
have his land at one price, and another at an-
other. 1 do met say he would do so; but we
ought Lo remeve the possibility of such taking
place, as it may be said certain people would
Irring political influence to bear on h's actions.
and their rents would be apportioned accord-

on the natives.”

who

ingly.  Well, 8ir, it seems to me that 1hat is a
thing that ought o be remcedicd. The DPallic

Trustee must have someoue associated with him,
andd L think there must e, in the determination
af these leases, some native associated with the
Public Trustee.  There are plenly of natives of
sufficient intelligence to judge whether the proper
prices ars being got—there are plenty perfectly
capable of it; and all we want is 1o gel 2 native
of sutlicient intellizence, not persenally infer
ested in the thing, who will be 2 guarantes to
the natives on the Coast, that they arc getting
fair value for their reserves.” 1 may say that
minds of the natives are not so much cngaged
in screwing the uatmost value from lessees, as
in securing sufficient land for their own use in
gardening and farming operations, and it is
reasonable 1o suppose that if o just and im-
partial native bad heen associated with the
Public Trustee, as Mr Relleston proposed, the
unleitsed land wourld not have heen so wretchedly
depleted. Further on, in Lis speech Mr Rolles
ton said (p. 368). “It is, I think, one of the
most melancholy things to see how provisions
made and paraded DLefore the public with respect
lo the early settlement of the country in regard
to native reserves, have heen set aside. The
whale of this town is dotted with lands which
wern originally set aside as native properly, and
which have been gradually absorhed by Furo-
peans.  That is the posifion of native reserves
at this day; and what 1 have had to do wilh
regard to these reserves on the Const. has been
to make an attempt, partially frustrated by sub-
secuent lesislation, to place these reserves on o
foabing that would secure them from being 1ii-
tevfered with, as resarves have been in the past.
I wish we could get this: that when o nafive
property is put inte the hands of the Pablic
Trastee it should e no more capable of beine
dealt with by the General Legislatare, ay v
now proposed, than the property of w privaie
Indlividual.  This proposal ought to he the sub-
ject of n private Lill, promoted by the Patdic
Trustee amd those concerned ought to appenr
by a lawyer on their side, and you would then
get an Act which would deal, as I think, fairly

and Impartially with ihe matter.” liardly a
momber spoke who did not object, for one rea-
son or another, to the powers given to ihe
Public Trustee. It was said he was a political,
not a parlinmentary, officer. The fear expressed
by Mr Rolleston that it was the iniention to
muke of the Public Trust Office a public depart-
ment controlled by the Treasurer, would be cou-
firmed Ly the changes made by the PPublic
Trust Office Consolidation Act, 1884, Seciion 5
miakes the Peblic Trustee removable or appoint-
able by the Governor-in-Couneil, which in oper-
ation means the Premier. By section 8, the
salaries of the Public 'I'rustee, Depuly Trustes,
of other officers are such as shall be fixed by
the General Assembly, so that cach salary is not
a sare amd -certain one, bue depending annually
on the majority of the House. It is not an in-
dependent position like Judges of the Supreme
Court, Tt is worth recording that in supply
ne privats member can move to increase the
salary of an oilicer. The salary of the Public

Trustee is an annual appropriation, those of
Judges permancnt ones.  The Public Trust
Board  consists  of  the fellowing :—Colonial

Treasurer, Native Minister, Solicilor-General,
the Government Insurance Commissioner, ihe
Commussioner of Taxes, Surveyor-General and
the Public Frustee, and the Native Minister is
the only one who cannot be dismissed by the
Colonial Treasurer.  The two items in the Civil
list which unaltered since 1863
arc ET700 for the Judges of the Supreme Cowrt
and £7000 for Native purposes, but this latter
sum has, by an amendment of the Old Age Pen-
sion Act, I lelieve, been mude chargeal:le for
native old age pensions at the option of stip-
endiary magistrates adjudicating on claims for
the pension. I bave no desire to follow this
ensquiry into how far the dependable position
of the Public Trustee may have in its influence
on the disposal of the publit irust funds, but 1
will simply remark that ihe sinking fund on
local bodies Joans is in the hands of the Pullic
Trustee which he may lend out on Treasnry
Bills.  And that the awditing of the Public Trust
accounts is laken out of the hands of the Conip-
troiller and Auditor General, and is performed
by the Trustee’s own officer, removalle by ile
will of the Treasurer. It has been shown how
legislation adverse to Native interest was pos-
sible previous 1o the passing of the DPublic Trust
Oliice Consolidation Act of 1894, by the mention
of suck injustice in the debute of 1892 on the
W.C. Bertlement Reserves Bill, an injustice
oaly remedied by the Court of Appeal.  With
enormous  powers  subsequently  given 1o the
Pabilic Trustes by the Aet of 18092, and the fur.
ther subjeciion of his office by the Act of 1804,
P think it will not be denicd that facilitios for
sach injustice have been increased, and in fact,
Mr Rolieston’s 2 pprehension materialised.

R. 8 FHOMPISON.

have remainad
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We very much regret that pressure on space pre-
vents the continuation this number of ** The Origin
and Destiny of the Maori,”

Trinted for the Proprietor, Robert Stuilho
Thompson, of Normanhy, by W. &. Parkiusou,

at the * Hawera Star’’ Office. High o H
—hugust, 1905, - figh St., Hawera,

Iine
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