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TO SUBSCRIBERS.

Ths price of the JMaor! Rrcorp is 3d. per
copy. it will be pablished monthly, and the
annual subscription for the paper, posted to
any address, is 3s. 6d., paid in advance,

All letters to the Fditor must be addressed
to him, Box 8, Post Office, Normanby, Taranali,

Subscriptions may be forwarded to JMr. R, 8.
Thompson, at the same address.

We hope also to place the paper on sale at
leading beoksellers.  Support of the paper is
earnestly requested. It is not a commereial
specalation.  No one is getting paid for s pro-
duction but the printer, and out of an earncsi
desire to place the grievances, desires, and
aspirations of the Maori people Lefore their
Eurcopean fellow-subjects, some Maori ladics have
combined to ensure sufficient capital for supply-
ing subscribers for a year without disappoint-
ment. The future liss with the public, and de-
pends upon their support. In order to promote
ths circulation of the Rrconp, and thus assist the
Native cause, we shall be glad to reccive names
of subscribers of £1 per annum, to whom sx
copies monthly of the paper will be posted.

10 CORRESPONDEXNTS.

A column will be open to those who have
useful suggestions to make in Maori matters,
Notes on ancient Maori history, habits, manners
and customs will find & place. Communicat ons
must be wrilten on one side of the paper only,
and be as legible as the writer can make them;
typed letters preferred.

The Maori Record.

Ix selecting the alove title for our paper it is
hoped that it will appeal in a broad sense to
the people constituting the predominant partmer,
For the one ond and aim of the Maior: Reconp
is the advancement of the Maori people. In
the past it has been thought that the salvation
of the race lay in the conservation of their
lands, the individualisation of the titles to them,
and the allocation to each of a sufficient arca
for his support, combined with a lenevolent
guidance along one of the variously chosen tvalls
which lead to the presence of the one Master in

the Beyond. DBut whilst these are the great
factors in the making of the Maori of the future
they are not the only one which should be
taken into consideration in pointing out the way,
the goal of which is that useful citizenship which
makes the individual, Briton and Maori alike,
2 valuable asset of the Srate. For at present
the 40.000 Mzori people who own, through re-
presentatives of their race, the five millions of
unalienated lands left in New Zealand, are prac-
tieally as waste as their develiet lands, thougl:
the potential value of both lands and people is
of the highest. XNeither at present sufficiently
contribute to that improvement of man and
his envivonment wilch shonld be the guiding
star af all, in what may be made a happy pro-
gress, but has been called a pilgrimage and a
martyrdont, towards the curtain whieh all must
pass. but none can know its other side. Efforts
have been made. from time to iime, to secure
the immigration of pezople of alicn race, in the
interests of settlement, who are not of a higher
order of matural intelligence than the 40,000
native people we have in our midst, and to whon
we owe so much. And yet our efforts to make
these thousands useful citivens of the colony are
entirely inadequate to that end. By advocates
of justice to the Maori much s said of the
obligntion we are under by the Treaty of Wai.
tangi to conserve the lands of the native to him,
but all effovts seem to presuppose that the
destiny of the Maori is for him to be 2 more
or less extensive gardener, whilst lis race
marches towards a near disappearance, with re-
presentatien only in the blood of those allied to
certain of the Hurcpean people. But late counts
of the native people testify that in certain dis-
triels the dangerous line separating barbarous
from civilised habits has Leen passed, and the
people of those native districts ore ingreasing.
What has been done in one district may be done
in all. And where increase in population has
taken place, communal habits have to a certain
extent disoppearved, and it may be that their
entire disappearnnce would be a misfortune, for
hospitality and the truest charity are at the hase
of them. Civen oppartunity the Maori Liecomes
a professional man, a tradesman, a day labourer,
or a farmer. To extend these opportunities i
the duty of all, and the REcorp will advocute
every means to that end. For we have not
shuffled off the “White Man’s Burden.” When
a people of a higher race seeks to impose uncn
a barbarous or semi-barbarous nation the ¢ vilisa-
tion itself enjoys, it is bound to supply a state
of happiness at least equally great with the
novmal happiness it supplants. And the natives
have not yet begun to enjoy the new happiness,

whilst their cld happiness has Lecome impos-
sible in the social conditions brought by the
people of tne Sovereign to whom they have
given the mana of their islands. The word
“ambition” has been used. Is there any position.
in coleny or empire to which in the future the
Macris may not aspire, if their tottering foot-
steps are preperly strengthened through the
corridors of time towards the perfection of
civilisation their white fellow-subjects enjoy?
Let ws answer the question by an approximate
example.  After centuries of rule and misruls
of the Mexican people by Spaniards and half-
castes, a state of anarchy was rveached subseguent
o the barharcus murder of the quasi-Emperor
Maximilian. The revelution whivh had resulted
in the establishment of 2 Repullic, not the least
successful of those of the world, and of a state
of prosperity never before equalled in Mexico,
was initiated and consummated by two pure
Amervican Iudians, Of course, no one wishes a
repetition of such an apotheosis of the native in
New Zealand, because the operation could he
only possible by the decay of the European.
But if such a high standard of intelligence can
he reached by an Indian who is of Mongoloid
stock, surely it may lie in the womhb of the
future for the Maori, who is a long-separated
hrother of our own Caucasian race. Man is the
result of his envirenment; for countless ages
the Maori had but savage neighbowrs in savage
lands. It remains for the improved conditions
to make the improved man, it his course is
guided through the shoals of temptation to err,
which are tne obstacles attending those econdi-
tions and hLave to be surmounted. But in all
guidance we mast ‘give him that self-reliance
and self-respect which were always his till we
intervened.  In acquiring technical skill in
artisanship and trades the European has an
admirable system  of apprenticeship, which
has not proved, nor is likely to prove, a field
of education for the Maeri, Some other system
of technical education must he supplicd. As a
people the Maoris are intensely imitative, One
half-caste went from the Wellington Provinee to
the Chatham TIslands to assame possessicn of =
farm he had inherited. He found his farm, in
common with those of his neighbours, in a most
disreputable state.  Fences absent or decayad,
stock deteriernted, buildings and yards tumbling
down. [Te renovated ali, stock, fences, and ap-
purtenances on his own farm, reaped increased
profit, and his Maori neichbours quickly imitated
him to their own advantage. They are very re-
ceptive to education in manual skill in artisan-
ship. One Wairarapa native learned to compoze
type and undertake the various manipulations
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which result in the production of printed matter,
in the Goverament Printing Office. He returned
home and taught his companions, and a plant
being procured, the DIuke-ki-Uikurangl is pro-
duced entively by AMaori labour, edited by a
Alaori editor, and the whole operations are frec
from liuropean superintendence. A well-known
Maori doctor gave lectures on the Maori Race
during the vaeations in Chicago, in order that
he might supplement his inconme with money to
pay his fees to ths University. Nikorina Taiaroa.
o Paten native, went to Waikounitl. in the South
Island, and for years held his own in competition
with HFuropean watchmoakers. Two natives of
the tribe considered by HFuropeans the most
ruthless and bloodthirsty—viz., the Ngatiruanni
—went as misstonaries of the Christian religion
to Taupe, and suffered nurtyrdem at the hands
of infidel natives. To speuk of their skill and
bravery as soldiers is to ulter but a truism.
Maoris have passed all examinations and ave
eligible for the DBar. Is this wmaterial seeh as a
thrifty nation, hungering for settlers, can afford
to let lie derelict? It may be said that these are
happy exceptions. It remins for us to establish
such conditions as will make them the rule.
When a little over a century ago Caplain Cook
Ianded, he found a neolithic people with neslithic
minds. No material advance can be effected
whilst the mind lags in obscurity. Much has
been done in the way of education, but maore
remains to he done in the way of providing tech-
nical education and schools of actual manual
work, where skill in  artisanship is practically
taught. All such things will e advocated in
the Maorr Recoun. This will not be a party
paper, but all legislation as to land and social
affairs will receive earncst attention in the in-
terests of the Maori race, striving at the same
time to malke these interests identical with the
Europeans’. Bat hecause our paper is of no
party, it must not Lie supposed that i has no
pelitical sense of vight in regaed to the adminis-
tration of native lands. and the only way to
escape its censwre iy to do vight, as that alse is
the only methed of earning its approval, which
will at no thme bLe wanting in warmth when the
object deserves sucl.  We ask for the support
of the public. There are sone working with us
without meney and without price, and we hone
to make two cnds meet whilst striving for the
education and advancement of the Maori race.
And we also hope to provide o medium in whick
the Maori can impart to his European friends his
causes for sorrow and joy.

Investigationintothe
Past of the Maoris.

P N—

We hope to provide an epporiunity for all
investigators. Evropran and Maori. to discuss
the many matters touching the origin. emigra-
tions. manners and customs, and anciend days of
the Mami race. Since the following work was
completed much has heen done by Dr AMacMillan
Brown in providing us with informution as te
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the probable origin of the pre-Maori population
of Maoriland, It is hoped that readers of this
work on the “Origin of the Maori” who differ
will say  so, sane time
thut “eutting down forests is not the end and
aim of agriculinre,” neither is destructive criti-
cism as valuable as suggested huprovement. The
author will welcome cordially the latler. 'The
sarial rights of the “Origin of the Maori” are
entirely confined to this paper, and the copyright
is lield by Mr R. 8. Thewpson, the author.

remembering ab the

1

The Origin and Destiny of
the Maori.

IPART L—THFE ORIGIN OF TIIE MAORI.
CILAPTER L

It vequived considerable conrage on my part—and
some way cull it by a ruder name—to andertake
any task having for its object the hwparling of
information on the alove subject, soon after so
caluable o writer as My, B Smeth,
I"R.G.8., had given the waorld his erndite and
al the same time quite charming book on
“Hawaiiki: The Original Home of the Maor.”
Tn respect to the history of the Maeori prople
during their long wanderings temporary
jowmneyings in the isles of the Sunthern Paclfic.
it appears to me that in our present state of
knowladge there is nothing to add to what .
Suith s so ably written after exhaustive in-
vestigation,  As a matter of fact, My, Snuth
traced his Maori neighbowr near Matai-
moana, Irom his home in New Zealand to an
ancient dwelling-place in Java or therealouts,
and only a wish to find fault with the book conld
passibly result in fault Leing found.
T can find none.

Perey

and

has

For myself
Putting en one side the ocea-
stonal lapses for generations in Maori traditions
peinting to events contemporaneons with the
genenlogies. in the homes of the people then
living, there is no lack of coutinuity in the
steady march of the race and its tempeorary
homes from Java eastwards and southwards. In
the aggregation of Palynesian geneaiogies there
is no hiatus from the present day to nincly-five
generations back. when tradition doniiciles {he
race  an Hawailki-pui, Avaiiki-te-
In dning this
has conferrad
wn nnmense service in arranging in chronologleal
order the events of the native vecord.  DBut the
fixing of the date of these means, at so late a
time as B.C. 65. as being that when the Poly-
nesiuns  arrived in Lie and other
writers tentatively identify us the first Oceanie
home of the Muoris in the Malay Archipelago,
differed so much from my own reading and in-
vestigations that T was compelled to withheld
my confirmation from that part of the work.
That difference of opinion inereased when T found
that the author of “ITawaiiki” and ethers had
traced the Polynesians divect down the Straits of
Malaeea  to Indin, withewt any  sejowrn in
Sumatra, and that he placad 1ihe time when the
two Maori ancestors, Te XNgataito-ariki and Tu-
Le-vangl-marama ruled in Indin, which he recog-
nises a3 [Muwaliki-nul. at so late a date as B.C.
450, Hoon after “Hawaiiki” appearad, the “New

othierwise
varingu-nai or Atla-te-varinga-nul.
alone the authar of

“Hawaiiki"

Java, which

Zealand Magazine” advertised a paper on the
“Birthplave of the Maoris” as to shorily appear.
T waited anxiousty for the issne, thinking that
another view of the subjeet might be taken, Lut
when | read it I found nothing at all eriginal
ar depurting from the line of enquiry followed by
My, Percy Smith, from whoni, indeed, he quoles
an article published on the subject some time
ago in the Canterbury Press. L was then that
I finally delermied to write what 1 had learned
in the matler from a study of Professor Keane
and other authorities. T am well aware that
Keane’s decisions were received with doubt at
first, but his theory has been steadily gaining re-
cognition, and from writings in the “Eneyclopae-
din Iritannica.” published in 1902, { conclude
that it has now been prelty generally accepted.
It will at once be seeu how vevy convineing
would Le any two theories, the one confirma-
tory of the other. which starting from the twe
opposite hemispheres, and relying on a different
class of evidence respeciively, came ta one iden-
tical conclusion at a given point. And tlus,
I think, will he found, and the scheme derived
hy My I'erey Smith from tradition, and that
of Professor heane. argued om ethnical, phile-
logical, and general anthiopological
will satisfy all requirements.

First it will le necessary for me to point eut
where and why I differ from the theories which
have been formerly, and indeed are now, so
generally accepted in New Zealand, T will quote
the pointers which writers have depended upon
Lo prove the theory that the DPaolynesians came
iram India to Java or thereabouts, leaving the
former zountry in sucll recemt times. And I
wiil wotice what Mr. Shanaghan, the writer of
the essay in the “New Zealand Magazine,” has
to say to acvomnt for a neolithic people having
residad in India, e says —*The Maori had no
lnowledgs of wotals,  Uis sengs and teaditions
show no trace of metsls having been possessed.
As soon as he caune nocontact with metals he
made all haste to use them, by changing the
sone adze and cntting teols for metal ones 1t
may Le mentioned lreve that [ndin, while rich
i gems, is peor in meluls,”

This Tatter appears to me a most rash asser-
tion. 1 quite agree that the Maovi would seize
with avidity any opportunity to acguire iron or

gronnds,

other welals. for his weapons especially, and
more, I think that enee having scen them in
use he would never be happy till he got them,
amd would travel distance to renew Dhis
supply.  He would go as far after iron to destroy
his enetries as e would after o wooden god [50-
called) to ald kim in the same end.  Bat we
have no rvecerd of his secking in his old homes,
generatirns after he had left them, o new supply
of Irou. though it is retorded that a canee re-
turned from the South Pacific to Hawaiiki te
feteh a god or an incantalion. And to recognise
exaclly where that land wus. we must  first
find an Island which was still neolithic as so
late u date as the time of Tangiia. A.T). 1250,
Now, Indin was noi neslithic st the time the
Palynesians are crroncously supposed 1o have
left it, netther is there in Indin a dearth of
fron. And it must e 1emembered that pos-
sibly before iron was used there was & bronze
age. awl. at least in one country, prior to that,
copper was hardened 10 a fitting temper for cut-

iny
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lery, an art long lost to the world. From a
fong and exhaustive article by Mr. Alived C.
Harmsworth, in the “Encyclopaedia Britanniea,”
Vaol. XII., p. 764, T extract the following :—

“The Indian peninsuly, with ity wide area and
diversiied features, supplies a great store of
mineral wealth, characterised leoth by variely
and unusual richness, . . Iron.—In purity
of ore. and in antiquity of working, the iron
deposits of India prolably vank first i the world.
They are to be found in every part of the
country, from the northern weuntaing of Assam
and Kumann, to the extreme south of the Madras
Presidency.  Wherever there are hills iren is
found and worked to a greater or less extent.
The indigencus methads of smelting ore, which
are everywhere the same, and have been handed
down unchanged through countless generations.
vield a metal of the finest quality in a form
suited to native wants. Copper is known
ta exist in many parts of the country n cen-
siderable quantitics. Tin is confined to
the Burmese peninsula.”

After dealing with so positive an assertion as
that concerning metals, by the writer inthe "New
Zenland Magazine,” it is a real pleasure te turn
to s0 modest and {entative a suggestion as that
of Mr. Perey Smith :—"Whether the race can he
traced further back than Indonesia, with any
degree of cerlainty s a moot point, but the
writer is of apimion that it is a falr deduction
from the iraditions that they can he traced as
And I think so. too. but not
Theve

far back as India.”
to the same extent nor in so recent times.
appear to he two factors which have operated in
taking authers te India. The frst is the tracing
of rice to its indigenous howe, rice being sup-
posed to be a former food of the Maori, only
relinquished on the discovery of bread-fruit;
and the second is the apparently suffieleni en-
quiries of Mr. J. R. Logan. which led that
scientist fo form the opinion that the “Poly-
neslans formed part of the very ancient Gan-
getic Race. which had been in India from re-
mote antiquity. but which became medified from
time to time by contact with Thibetan. Semit'e,
and other With respect to the rice
question. I will quote what My, Percy Smith
has written about rice, and its alleged AMaori
name, which 13 included in such place-names as
Hawaiiki-te-varinga-nut  and  .\tia-te-varinga.
The latter has been tentatively identified as
Java. Of the former My DPercy Swith saysi—
"The above is the most ancient name known to
the Raratongans, and, under the variation Atia,
is the first name mentioned in their karakias,
reciting the course of their migrations. It can
be shown that one meaning of the word ‘vari)
which is the deseviptive word in the above nune,
is mud, slime, earth, and the deduction might
be drawn that it meant the origin of the race,
from the primitive earth. There is another and
very interesting meaning of the word ‘vari)
which will e new to Polyneslan scholars, and
as it bears intimately on the orvigin of the people
it may be here stated. In oue of the Rarotonean
traditions it is stated that, when living in Atia,
the common food of the people was vari, and ihiy
continued to ke so wntil the discovery of the
bread-fruit and the ui-ara-kakeno, the latter of
The
writer of the tradition from which this is taken
evidently thought that this word vari referred to

races.”

whirh wus discovered by one Tanguroa.

mued, as he calls it he-kat vil-vil” or disgusting
food. evidently not knowing what the other
meaning of the word is.  Thinking there was
a history in this word, and thut it might Le con-
nected with pari, rice, Iusked Mr Edward  Tregear
ta sen what he could make of it, and this is the
result : [n Madagasear the name for rice is vaui
or vare; in Sunda (Java), Macassure, Kolo, Fnde,
rice i pare; in the Bima tongue it is fare; in
Malay it 15 padi or parl. It 3s stated that the
Arabs changed the eriginal Malay ' inta p.
It is suffi-
ciently elear from the above that vari means rice.
and that the Rarotongan tradition is covrect,
thengl not now understead by the people theni-
selves. It would scem from this that Atia was a
country in which rice grew, and the name Aita-
to-varinga may be (raaslated  Atia-the-be-riced,
v where 1t grew.”

wo that originally the name wos fart,

(T L Continned.)

The Broken-hearted
Maori.

{By Tohungi.)

The Maori is said to be dyving out of had heus-
ing. had clothing. bad feeding, Lad rearing, bad
narsing, had everything. Tz pas are unwhaole-
some aned his renms stifling, and his clothing
venerally  opposed to

Which iz ahout as
mueh reason why the Maori race is dying out
as b is for the procession of the cquinoxes, These

uusuitable, and his life

sound  hygicuie principles,

ihings help. of as ropes, pistols, preci-

pices. andd ponds help to swell the suicide rate.
But they do not make it,  The heart of the
Maovi is broken, and evervbody knows that when
{he heart is broken the door of Life is thrown
wile open for Death to enter In any shape it
cheoses {o take.

Naturally. we have broken the Muori heart,
for lie was a free man and w warrior, net a
slave, It s the slave race that stands impact
with and sulordination te a conqueror. not the
The Red Man
of North America was a free man, and where 1y
he? Gone to the happy hunting grounds of the
Crreat Spirit. or waiting to go, few and helpless,
on the reservations to which he has been driven
after carrying on for four hundred wyears that
pathetic and hopeless and censcless battle for
his fatherlaml categorised as “Indian raicds.” And
the Dlack Man lives and tlourishes and breeds
rabbit-like, after four hundred years under the
lash of the driver, after long centuries in which
he was like a Least of the byre
frec us the Red Man.
g was possible.

free race. as all lustory tells us.

Our Maori iy
1o could tight while fight-

ITe ean die now fighting is no
longer possible. but he cannot live and not be
frec.  He cannot cast away from him the pas-
sionade instinets that were the blood in his veins,
the custaoms that were the skin of his body.
Anel so there is no fulure for lm and his, and
his heart Ireaks within him,  One does not need
to be Maori 1o know this. One only necds to he
human enouph. Lor thus it kas been sinee the
Leginning of time with the proud races, and thus
it will Le till the end.

But we have not enslaved the Maori, it will ue
said,  Inmow manner. no; lnt in verity, yes. We
bave crushed his eivilisation, crushed it and shat-
tered it so utterly that its dances have become
a show for tourists and jts Jore the play of char-
Itans, aund its ideals the scoff of a generation
that feels the iron grasp of the King in the
fuintest tonch: of a policeman’s hand. We have
netted him with oar telegruph wires and staked him
on onr railways, and stunned him by that magical
art of civilisation whirh calls armed men cu of
the sea. We sel Manri against Maori, and made
warrior fight waretor, while he saw that awnong
the Pakehas even the lowsst of the low shrank
from lifting his hand against the White Queen.
Awd some of the Mamds said: “Go to, let us
have a king to rule over us, and make us as one
man. even as the Pakeha is one!”  And the end
of that we know--the lust attempt of a brave
race 1o make hemd against invasion.

Congnest may come in o variety of forms, but
however it comes it is conquest.  We may speak
of treaty and compact, of Maori equality. of just
fows, of the advantages of Western civilisation.
and all this may be quits true. Dol it i5 ne
Ionger pessible for the Muori to live in Maori-
land his own life. and to work out for himselt
his own pre
miust

sress and hils own development, 170
advpt the English life and the English
waws, and aceopt the English customs 1f he would
have hope for his childven in the land of his
fathers.  There is no
talk of treaty or not.

whether wa
That 15 the end of it. tue
inexervahle end of absolule fact.  And there is.
periaps. o the whole worll no sadder picture
than that of the Maori sitting  with his head
betwern his

alternative.

koees. wchiug and  longing  wnd
craving for the old things. waiting hopelessly 10
<lio.

Do we not know? The Muori. like individua's
of all other imuginative races, can le convin ol
that he is to dic by winter. and be slain by his
conviction,  Without any disease. without anv
tangible aiiment, lie ean loosen his hold on life
and give it up. He can endure wounds that no
European could endure, wncomplainingly, Lravely,
even lightly. can sarvive physical injuries. half
of which would kill any European, DBut he must
have the desire to live, the firm faith that the
joys of life ave still apen to him. the inspiration
of coming satisfactions that endows him with
the sirengh 1o suffer and Lo strong.

If he had national hope. national faith. na-
Honal helisf in his future. the Maori would fight
againsl conditions. none better.  He would fight
as the Jup, is fighting, {0 make himself belter
than the Eurepean, to make himself wiser amd
stronger thun the Furvopean. to do the thinus
that the Muropean ought 1o do und does not do.
He would sweep out Iis pas as the Jup. has
swept oul his camping grounds, would chey hy-
gienic law as the Jap. ts vheving, would teach us
all wimazing lessons jnthe great art and science of
healthy living and wholesonie surroundings. But
why should he? Why should he distress himself
when seems no purpese  in all {hat
he might do. when do what he will he is of
the vace that has hoen averthrown, is the product
of a civilisation that we call barbarism, but that
he loved, and that is vanishing hefore the Pakeha
as the frost before the sun? 14 s wad 3 there
are few things sadder.  But do we ik that
we cun alter this tragedy of a people which

there
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has its roots in the fact that we are what we
are?

Unsanitary conditions slay their thousands and
their millions, but cannot of themselves stifle the
life of a race that waits and believes. In the
ghettoes of Kastern Europe ignorance and folly
and cruelty have done their worst for ages, but
the Chosen People emerge from tho ghettoes
with unbroken oconfidence that the God Who
watches over Lsrael neither slumbers nor sleeps,
and that the glory of Judah shall return again
and the temple at Jerusalem be rebuilded. And
if one could persuade the Maori that in the
centuries to come a brown Arthur would come
with the sword Excalibur and free the land of
the Pakeha and restore the tribes to their own
as it was befors Waitangi, the Maori would
draw a long breath and set himself to live. The
Maori man would fall asleep with a hopeful
prayer and open his eyes to the light that would
some day shine on his dreams come true. Ths
Maori woman would clasp her baby to her arma
and strain every power to rear i, to be a war-
rior or the mother of warriors when the time
came to be again a free people. Is not this self-
evident? We have only to put ourselves into
their places to know it; yet we are a dull
and unemotional race as compared to this people,
of whem every man was an orator and every
orater a poet born.

And if anybody replies that Pakecha and Maori
are friends, and that no Macri would wish to
drive out the Pakeha—would we in their place?
Is it common sense to think that there is in all
New Zealand one full-blooded Macri who would
not wish to be cne of the people that lorded the
land and feared no alien, being as the Maoris
were before the Pakeha influx? He might wish
for the Pakeha missionary, but he could not
wish for that overwhelming tide that has made
New Zealand the most British of all the colenies
and submerged the greatest of all native races.
For in that tide he drowns, borne by it he
knows not whither, To him, our history and our
aspirations have no meaning. To him, the law
that has lieen handed down to us by our fore-
fathers is alien and hateful. To him, our great-
est triumphs are his greatest dangers, our very
friendship tells him that we know there is
nothing in him we need fear.

And so the Maori is broken-hearted and dies,
and neone can help him in Maoriland, because
the Pakeha has his grip upon it and there is no
room for the old race to be as ib would. But
perchance if the Maori were carried to a country
where he could be master, or, at any rats,
master's man, say to Central Africa, in the great
tableland, where he could be organised as a mili-
tary caste and know again the joys of the warrior
and the passion of facing odds, where he and
his could live in their own villages, and where
he could rear his children not only tc obey
the King's law, but to enforce it over lower
races, there might be something for him to live
for, and he would not die. But whatever happens
the Maori heart must be mended before any-
thing can be done for him by all the doctors
and teachers und trainers in the world.

Returning from the races o weman entered the
train. The carriage was full of men, but the only
one who stood up and said, “A seat here, lady,”
was a Maori.

The Maori Land
Councils.

From & recent number of the Canterbury
Times wo clip the following :—“A Giskerne tele-
gram states that an interesting return received
from the Native Minister, the Hon. J. Carroll.
shows that the area of malive land dealt with
during the period from January 1, 1895, te Oc-
tober 19, 1900 {that is, prior to the Mami Land
Administration Act) totals 254,488 acres, while
from October 20, 1900, to April 30, 1905 (since
the passing of the Act) the tetal was 166,448,
a grand total of 420,946 acres for the ten years,
not including the large area dealt with hy the
East Coast Native Trust Land Board, and other
large blocks since April, of which returns are
not available.” On the East Coast lands thus
dealt with we believe a large arca has been
brought under European occupation, but of the
lands dealt with under the Maori Land Adminis-
tration Act, as far as we are awars, not a single
acre has heen so occupied by the Hurcpean, or
a native owrer placed on his separate holding
with a secure tenure. And the latier eperation
should precede the former. In respect to the
Fast Coast lands the following is also a Press
Agsociation telegram from Gisborne :—

A BIG CLAIM SETTLED.
{PRESS ASSOCIATION.]
GISBORNE, June 8.

This morning the East Coast Native Trust
Lands Board hunded the Bank of New Zealand
their cheque in payment of the balance of the
bank’s claim against the trust lands, which at
the date of tne appointment of the Board, in
March. 1903, amounted to nearly £160,600.

During last session we heard at Wellington,
in o place where natives most do frequent, a
chi=f of the tribes who had placed their lands
under that trust, bitterly bewailing that of their
ten of thousands of acres dealt with, of the
hundreds of thousands of pounds borrowed, not
an acre remained to them, not a pound had
gons to the Maori in payment. And the mere
fact that the assertion was made should result
in enquiry. Was the chiel toc previous? Does
the payment und remuneration of the native
owners lie on the lap of the gods to be dis-
tributed in the sweet hye-and-bye? Of the deal-
ings under the Native Lands Administration Act
we have nnt heard that any bleck has been
placed on the market, with the exception of the
Chotu block by the Aotea Maori Land Council,
with the following result, according to the press:
-*The efforts of the Aotea Maori Land Council
to dispose of the Ohotu bleck of 70,000 acres,
near Wanganui, do not (remarks the Wellington
DPost) appear to have met with much success.
When the black was first opened for lessing a
year or $0 ago ouly two sections were laken up,
and it was stated in Darliament last session that
the fortunate individual who had got these two
sectiony at a very small rental had been offered
{and refused) £30,000 for the timber alone. It
was recognised at the time that the bleck had
been put upon the market without sufficient
preparation, and that sufficient publicity had not
been given to its being available for leasing
purposes. Since then, however, the Counci} has

expended money in roading and generally ope-
ing up the block, and on 16ih January of this
ye;-u' it was again opened for selection. Only ﬁ\'e
sections, however, were taken up, and the Native
afinister is now in Wanganui enquiring into the
matter.”  [At time of wriiing, 14 sections have been
taken up by Buropeans and 12 by Muoris.]

Now, there is quile sufficient blame attachable
in the facts attending the failure, withous seek-
ing cause in the resources of fiction. We have
our information, at first hand, and, althcigh we
frequently heard tho statement that something
like a “pile” was altout to bs made by pevsons
who early acquired leases on the Ohotu Block,
out of the immense beds of sawing timber on
their holdings, we fail to find that facts hear out
the allegations. Tt i3 eaid by a member of the
Aotea Land Council that their surveyor, My
Alorgan Carkeek, most well and favourably
known 4o us, bas made full exploration of the
block, and that thougl there is sufficient timler
scattered over the Dlock for the use of intending
sattlers, there is no large bed which would yield
a “pile” for sawmilling purpeses.  And in regara
to the quality of the land, we have & from
more than one eompetent judge that it is per-
haps the best all-round block of land in native
hands at the present time. What, then, is the
reason why settlers hold aloof after two attempts
to attract them? Tt is shortly put as follows :—
“Want of access? 'The Board has a surveyor
of its own, with whom it is satisfied, and whom
it trusts, having every confidence, and with
reasen, in his ability and exactitude, and their
survevor has been laying off roads on the block.
But it is complained that the Government bas
also placed a surveyvor on the block to lay off
roads, and the Council dees not know whether
the plotting of the work of the latter takes
cegnisance of the plans of the former, or whether
the results of both will net be a maze in chaos,
And the surveyor of the Doard las to take a
lien over the rents to accrue from lands leased ;
and it is reasonable to suppose, knowing Govern-
ment Inethods, that the latter's surveyor either
expacts such o lien or is paid by the Government,
which itself acquires security over the black.
AMombers of the Doard, who jeined it with &
hearty hope of doing good in the cause of Euro-
pzan seftlement, and at the same time justice to
the native owners, are leaving the Brard dis-
heartened.  Why? Because it is stated that
thero is too muach Government interfereace. The
functions of the Hoard are dominated by a special
officer of the Government. Cannot something lie
done to remedy matters and allow the members
of the Doard the full liberty of action permitied
by the Act under which they work? 'The mem-
ber does not think so; the strenuous officer of
the Government is irrepressitle. Last year when
tho Board had aecquired the transfer of the block
from the native owmners, and met to decide on
what terms and at what length of tenure it
should be leased to Europeans, it was calculated
that a term of forty-two years at a reasonable
rental weuld be required in which to pay off the
accumulated cost of bringing the land into occu-
pation, and that with that reasonable rent the
Euvopean holders could afford to sofficiently im-
prove the land, whilst leaving them a fair profit
when, at the end of forty-two years, the native
owners apprehend the bleck would be handed
back to them as farms for the rising genmeration
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of Maoris, whom they wish to equip for battle
in the new order of things which is glving place
to the old. It is asserted that those terms were
written hefore the signatures were aflixed. But
that when the documents were returned to
them from Wellington the terms newly
stuted to be for twenty-one jyears, with a
perpetual right of renewal te the Iuropean
lessee, thus defeating the object the natives had
when, by an act of self-denial, they had defaced
their own immediate interests in favour of their
children, whom they wished to have a gmood
cpportunity of becoming farmers. For their
mode of Jife is the only one open to the Mnaori,
who has no land and no capital, to get that land
improved.,

This matter was brought before the Native
Minister, but not in the House, during last
session of Parliament, and he promised redress
during the recess. We lelieve the right of per-
petual renewal has been deleted from the terms,
but, en the other hand, the lessee has the right
to Lo paid for all improvements at the end of
both the first and second term of twenty-one
vears, and we believe, taking our information
from the public advertisements, that theve is no
limit placed on the amount of improvements with
which the lessee may load the land. In the first
leases issued on the West Coast Settlement Re-
serves, when it was thought that the native
owners had a right of oceupation on the reversion
of thoe lease, the amount of improvements to
which the lessze was restricted was £5 per acre
in value, At the mecting held up the Whanga-
nui River to settle the terms, a more moderate
estimate than that was placed on the value
of the prospective improvements, and though
tho lesseas were not restricred, it was calew-
lated that they would put abont £3 worth per
acve on the land. It was felt that even that
amount wounld stand In the way of the natives
regaining coeupation, We saw a letter written 10
the *Pulce-ki-Hikurangi (Maoii newspaper), pui-
tished at Greytown, dealing with this malter,
and advocating that the Kurepean lessess be
allowed o further term of occupation in ex-
tingnishment of the claim for improvements.

There is another and most important aspect
of this matier, for we are ireating of the deal-
ings with Ohotu as typicul of what will be the
policy over the whole of the lands held in trust
under the Maorl Tands Administration Act. We
allede to the proviston made for native occupa-
Lion, his papakiangn. his town ar village home.
At the meeting above alluded to his attention
was  drawn  to  the fact that  the 1000
Acres set apart for the native village settle-
ment.  out  of the 40.000 acres te De
oceupied by Furopean leaseholders. was quite
unsuituble, being on precipitous river-cliffs. It
way advocated that a block of 8000 acres shoull
ke set apart for native seftlements, and this
was agreed to, Dut when application was made
to the Native Land Court for the rescrvaiion of
this area. the natives were told that the Native
Tand Court has no authority to do this, {hat
ne such partition could be made, and that the
enly way left for the owners of 40,000 acres
to gain a heme and cullivations for themsslves
wonld be to tender for leases in the same Wiy s
Fauropeans had to do.  And the natives are angry
with the Judge, whe prohably has no option. but
is guided entirely by legislation made and pro-

were

vided. And so the matler rests. Neither Euro-
pean nor native occupation is sceired, and we
are asked to beleve that the Maori Lands Ad-
ministration Act provides machinery by which
the reputed 5,000,000 acres of waste native lands
may Le brought under beneficial occupation
Agun, the native lands vested in the Maori
Cuuneils for leasing purposes and the setflement,
Loth of Furepeuns and natives. have not the
native title individaalised,  The consequence is,
as it is with administration of the West Coust
Sett'ement Reserves by the Public Trustee, for
fand tavation purposes, the asscssment is made
on the Jarge Dblocks. The hundreds of owners
in these blocks have interests differing in area
and value, some of them swall, By this assess-
ment en bloe there is absolutely no exemption,
such as s enjoyed by Eurepean owners of land
less than £500 in value; the native owner of £5
worth lias to pay.  And e not only bas to pay,
bub has to pay largely, for the assessment heing
made en large bloeks, the wvaluation is an a
high scale.  When last session the natives were
made amenable to the payment of full Toeal rates.
it was thought that as a mere matrer of justice
legislation would ensue to vemove this differentinl
traatnient of the Maord in eomparison with the
Furopean subject. Bub nathing was done. Whilst
making the Maori amenalle to all the punaltics
Hizenship, by what right. except that of the
strang over the weak, do we withhold the enjoy-
ment of full privileges?

Wanted, a Trust.

———

Defore finality can be reached in the dealings
with the remaining lands of tha natives, as well
as those already reserved for them. it iy alizo-

Lately necessiey that o trast shall Lo estalili

hed
which will be fres from inwericrence by Govern-
nrenis whiclh rely on the sulfingos of Furepeans
for their position. and whose chief ond 35 the
increase of selttlement. The Palilie Trast Office is
uot such (rust, os a4 rev
ieai Con
tuted as they are. the Maori Land Councils
are equully open to ahjection for the same and
otiier I

swool ity constiution

and the result of its ngs will show,

s We are supposing that it is the
wish of the prople of the eolimy Lo do absolute
justice to the race we have, in a measure. sup-
el we are
vespensible in providing them with an equip-

planied. ond to whom it 15 acknowl

ment for the battle of life and equal oppomtunity
in the purswit of happiness with their fellow
British subjects of Furopean origin, [v is not
necessary for us to formulate such a scheme of
trust, but for adwnbratien of it we have to
liston, in imagination. to the regrettad tones of
which ¢ slill, It was heard on the
veading of the Wost Coast Seiilemen
Roserves Bl o BilL which, after Lovowming an
Aet, has brought, we hel‘eve. almost irremedinble
wirong to the native owners of between two and
three hundred thousand acres of Crown-granted
Reserves. themselves over 5000 in number.  Nr
Raolleston said, inter alin (sre ansard. Vol 75,
p. 367-8): “In this Bl enormouy power s given
to the Public Trustee. This Bl is an
instance of what is evidently in the I'remier’s

1 volee
soeond

mind--to make the IMublic Trust Office an abso-
lute department. controlled only hy the Trea-
surer, who s 1o he given the power to deal with
neople’s fartunes as seems fit to him. It is a
very dangeveus power, whivh, I think, is in-
tended to Le put i the hands of the Public
Trustee, wha will be ¢

ting alone, e
as e may he coutrolled by the poli

cept so fur

tieal Tl
... My ooawn epinion s that these trusts
ought to be dealt with by a private Bl 1f
the natives could see that theiv reserves were
removed fram outside inteferenze they wou'd
feel that what had taken place in the past would
net take plice pgaie—namelv, that by one Act
after another the pawer of retaining these ro-
serves shonld Le taken aw
is, I thin

them. It
one of the mest melancholy things
to see how provisions, made and paraded befare
the public with respect to the carly setilement
of the countr
loen set

fram

v in regard to native veserves, have
aside.  The whole of this {own is
dotred with lands that were originally absorhed
by Europeans,  That is the position of native
resevves abothis dav, and what I have Dhad 1o
o with regurd Lo these veserves on the Conat

s Bweon to make an attewpi, pe Iy frus-
'

trated by subsequent Tegislation, to plies these

veserves enonoproper feeting fhat woeald secure
them fromn interfored
past. 1
s o thel whon o native prope
hands of the ublic Trusics & shoull ne oo
be capalle of heing dealt with b the General
Legislature. as now proposed. than the properiy
ef o private individual.”  And following My Rol-
keston now  alse departed.
Amer things he said: * . . | The
presemi position s this: The natives had o
means whatever of setting justice. and of et
s

.
L

beng

have Teen m the

with as rrserves
ol uet

v is put ity the

wish wo
.

ciune My Taipua.
ather

Lalr wy
Thelr wrong re

Asowlast resoupec,
recetved  the advice of
Fowvers, placet the case in e Sepreine Conr,
The pesuit of the

the natives,

having

recent deeslation has beon w
distinug min to the matives ; and (he Furopeuns,
firding they did not occapy as strong a pusition
as hitlierto. lave encouraged e framing of the
weasure now befere the House; and 1 oam quite
swre thad, if i had not Leen for the swecess af
the natives in that litieation, no attempt would
have been mude 1o deal out justice to them, In
myoopiwion nogreat deal of the wrong and con-
fusion s to e Tkl at the dear of the Pullio
Trust Oifiee. AL the losses the natives have
brew pub tes and pll the confusion that has
aviseiw. anay be ativibated (o that oitiee, 14 5y
trae the Puldic Trast Office is now preside ] aver
by anether afficer. and that the centleman whae
hatl chiarge of i recently has heen remaved ; bat
i thers any guarantee that the present. head
of the office will not make the same mistales
#s his prodecessor made? Tt is true that the lute
Public Trustee has Been removed. hut the TRO-
Lutions framwed b his office are still i foreo.
Bab T think that the experiment of placing {heze
lands in the hunds of tha Public Trasbor Das
heen tried leng enough, and that we shewld find
sowe other methad of admnnistering them. ]
think we should make a new departure altn
eother.”

And that ds the opinion af U majorily of the
ves  wha representedt by My Taipua
in the They find all the worst appre-
hensions have Dbeen fulfilled, and that

woer:
Haouse,

whilst
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luropean occupation has proceeded apace, 1o
native owner has acquired a holding of his own
land with that permanent tenure which would
incite him to improve his holding. And the
European lessees are clamoring for the frechold
of lands solemnly crown-granted to the natives
in their respective names by her late and deeply
lamented Majesty Queen Vietoria. They want a
trust similar to the one proposed by Mr Rol
leston,  The Waikato and Maniapoto natives
seek the establishment of a Trust composed of
native memhbers with a European President. The
East Coast natives, who have trusted, now wish
wish for a Trust largely composed of gentlemen
imported from Great Britain. There is a section
of natives who wish all Jands to be entrusted to
the administration of the Maori Land Councils,
under the Maori Lands Administration Act, but
it is to be feaved that their judgment is not
mature, and their aspirations guided hy those
having an intercst in bringing abeut this result.
It would be a suieidal act to place Jarge revenue-
bearing reserves in the hands of those whoss
only dealings have been subject to the same
interference complained of in respect to the
D'ublic Trust Otfice.

The Decline of the
Maori.

Though the work of educating the Maocri has
been, and stdl is, in very able and conscientious
hands, and the Education Department have
saved themselves no trotble to give them the
very best, the knowledge of the Maori that I
have gained by dwelling near him for many
years convinces me that he is going and, first
and foremost, requires saving.

In many parts the proportion of deaths and
their suddenness is appalling. You enquire of a
man and find that he bas been married twice,
perhaps three times, has had ten children, Lut
only one or two, mayhe none, are now living,

Had a portion of the money devoted to educa-
tien been spent on bringing them out of their
pas, in getting them to housc themselves in well-
ventilated dwellings, to attend to the laws of
cleanliness, and to be constant and intelligent
toilers, more resl good would have Leen done.
Education could have overtaken them at this
stage, as it did the English workmen, who were,
until quite lately. industrious toilers with Jittle
in the way of education.

A sprinkling of small  working villuges,
samples 50 to speak, well devised and directed,
would have made the Muori a lealthier and
more useful individual than he is to-day. Ten
years of industrial, domestic and social educa-
tion in healthy houses of their own would prob-
ably. by-the results attained, have awakened
the whole race in such a manner a3 to have
have made it possible for them to have been
lefv entitely alone to develop and foster o hetter
and, sate attractive mode of life.

Give a Maori plain and convincing evidence
of the practical use of a thing and he grabs at
it, but he will at the most only amuse himself

with the theoretical if not backed up by the
practical.

Ha knows that there is goed in education of
the kind he gets, and belicves it indispensiable
to the I'akeha, hut does not quite ses where
its power comes in with hin.

His mode of living is so unwholesome that he
must be made to abandon it for ever; until he
does no medical skill can save him.

Tf we love the Maori we should have moral
courage enough to put him in the right way of
living, even if compulsion has to be resorted to.
He is a child, and should te treated by us as a
child we desire to cherish and keep.

If a schemo ealeulated to save him means that
we must put our hands into our pockets. we
should be ready to do so. We can save the
Maori if we are nnselfish enough.

It may be said that ha is well advised. 8a he
is, but, Leing a child, it is useless to say to him.
“There. you must go and de that.” and leave the
rest to chance. You shoew him where he crrs,
point out his mistakes. “You are quite right,
quite right.” he answers. but on he goes exactly
as belore, believes his tohunga. gluts himself on
his rotten corn, lives in his deadly wharepuni,
and allows carly and consanguineous marriages.

Like a child, he must be watched and made to
do the thing that is needful. Whore there is a
law that can he enforced he minds it, but unfor-
tunately where he most needs a law he has none.
The Maori Council makes laws by the bushel to
remove existing evils. They last but a shert
time; so again and again the Uouncils meel to
tall over some new-found idea that is to replace
the old and to cause astonishment for another
few weeks. To the mercy of these strange law-
givers nearly every vital matter is subject.
Until they are ripe for such duties. wherever
possible. laws should be made and enforved by
Europeans,

As we have wronged the Maori. likewise we
have spoilt him. He is in o hole and cannet get
out unless we streteh forth a strong hand that is
willing to strugsle with the unfortunate until he
is landed on top.

[n the old days, as we all know. he lived on
the mountain, threw his filth over the cliff. and,
by eternally climbing and fashioning weapons
and sehenies of offence and defence. was a busy
man. possessed of gocd lungs and robust general
health. The reign of the Pakeha having brought
him peace, he now chooses the flat. Our pre-
senee in his land has prompted him to make a
change which. though he was ignorant of the
fact, was greatly to his detriment, Then we
hedged the weakling in with divers temptations.
good and bad. In his blindness he has chosen
the thing which is harmful nine times out of ten.
While the Muaoris live in wharepunis vold of
ventilation and reeking with tobacce smoke, and
newly-born infants are allowed to breathe little
else than the air Tn these death-tvaps; whilst
consumptives are allowed, like the rest. to spit
diy and nmight under the mats and cat out of the
common dish ; whilst large numbers of infants are
every year taken away from their parents and
adopted by women who. being ignorant of the
need of cleanliness, feed them with milk got
from the cows with dirty hands, put into dirty
huckets, and given to the babies in seur and
dirty hottles that are washed in cold water about
once 4 week, and with other foods even meore

unsuitable; whilst nearly every child over seven
years, and sometlimes younger, smakes in spite
of the Council and its laws, the qualified English
doctor’s skill and remedies must fail, and the
Maori in his panic be persuaded to fly to the
nearest tohunga, whe, under the conditions pre-
vailing, is as likely to serve him effectually as
the up-to-date M.I).

Those that work amongst the Maoris well
know that they want starting on a new course.
Afler all it is only a good start that they want,
the rest they would do for themselves. A group
of homesteads where young conples could be kept
in o state of remunerative activity under able
Furopean management until self-supporting would
Be an eye-opener for both Macri and Pakeha,
and appeal at once to the practical instincts of
the former, and do infinitely more for him than
the present mode of education we are offering.

After leaving scheol there is little inducement
for a young Maovi to strive onward.  His educa-
tion has shown him that he ought te walk out
of the darkness, but, knowing little of up-to-date
farning amd less aboul trade, he concludes that
fate is agalnst him. and the road of progress
open only to the Pakeha.

The land is the place for the Maori, and in-
telligent activity, wholesome surroundings. and
the ever-present knowledge that he is subject to
a law that can reach and strike him, are the
factors that alone will save him from rusting
out.

Book knowledge will not keep Lim with us. but
the knowledge of how to live and to do re-
munerative work will, and should therefore take
the first place in the education of the Maaori.

If we can save him we sball not regret the
cost of the scheme that works out his salvation.
Ouy children will know hoth vegret and reproach
if he dies out in their midst when the means for
saving kim were undoubtedly at hand.

If we are determined not to take some new line
of action. the sooner the Maoris fall into u state
of necessity that compels them to work the
betier.

(Signed) €. W. GRACE.

The Maori Race.

TIAMARU, June 15,

The natives living at Arowlenua invited their
relutives elsewhere 1o assemble this weck to cole-
brate the opening of a new hall at their village.
A banquet was held in the hall, which 15 named
“Unfulfilled Promises.” and this was the note of
the native speeches at the banguet.

Dr. PPomare made a good speecl, wrging the
Pakeha to help the Maoris to help themsclves.
They must work out their salviation by work, he
sail. and asked that they be piven work at
every chance, until a spirit of independence is
infused into them.

e ——————

A Mawrl woman, Maud Walker, of Masterton,
cross-exanined in the Supreme Court, was press-
ed as to her means of subsistence. "I'm the
Iuckivst woman whe ever went round the races,”
she declared.
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Hope for the Future.

S S —

In the following speech of the I'remier en
March 21st, at Rotorua, lies the greatest hope
of the Maori for the future. We shall look for-
ward with anxious longing for the development
of the suggestions. These do not contain all the
Native requires, bub they contain the basis of
maost of his requirements in the opportunity to
establish & home. To make that home an indus-
trial one will be an operation crowning the work,
which we hope to see taken in hand. TFor you
cannot make farmers of them all, and the more
of them you make artisans the more land will be
left for Furopean occupation, Dut the more you
dole out rent to an jdle people the morve will you
pauperise them. and the more you apply the
rents in aid of industry the greater is the
chance of suceessfully making of the Maori people
useful British subjects, We don't intend to
criticise the Premier's remarks, not even as to
the responsibility for an era of “taiboa.” We
will do or say nothing which might hinder per-
formance.

The Premicr, on rising, was greeted with much
“Haeremai.” He said:—In respect to native
lands and Native Land Councils, it is well that
in refcrence to the natives and native lands. I,
as head of the Government. should speak so that
the natives may realise their position, and what
is expected of them. and what is for their benefit.
The present condition of things cannct, and will
not. be toleraivd much longer., If the native
chiefs will only read, or if their fricnds will tell
them, what is appearing in the papers, and what
is lhe real public opinien in respect to this
matter. a change for the better would, I hope,
soon aventuate. he total area of mative lands
passed through the Court amounts to 7.301.517
acres; lands held Ly natives not passed through
the Cenrt amonnt to 928,883 acres freehold ;
lands  already purchased from the natives.
2.094.818 acres. There i5 now available and
suitzble for settlement about 5,000,000 acres of
native lands,  The Muori Land Councils Act
was passed in 1900, It was generally approved
Ly the natives. and the principle contained there-
in was sound, hut there are difficulties in the
way. In the first place. many of the natives
own lind in small pieces, and are scattered over
a very lurge area. There is the initial difficulty
in getting them to cousent to place lands in the
hands of the Couneil.  Secondly, there is not
safficlent provision for exchange transfers so as
Lo conzentrate and aggregate. The fees on each
transfer in some cases would exceed the value of
the linds.  Again. the owners arve afraid to place
thz land in the hands of the Council, as they fear
they wiil he left landless. and still hope against
hape that something will bhe done, or that an
exchange of land may Le made to leave them
and their family encugh in one area to farm, and
upen. which to live. Up to June 30th last, 17
blocks of land have been transferred to Council
administration. the aven being 106,334 acres. One
hundre:l and fomrteen Papatu commitiees have
been sct up, the area to be dealt with Leing
352.170 acves. The avea reported on by the com-
mittees amounts to 180,000 acres. One hundred
and forly leases have heen consented to, the area
being 35.192 acres.  Restrictions have been re-

moved for the purpose of sale, mortgage, lease,
and conveyance to trustees of an area of 169,235
acres.  The total acreage denlt with by the
Councils for occupation since the Act passed untit
June 30th last was 194,447 acres. 'This, out of a
total area of native lands of 5,000,000 acres,
proves that the process hitherto has bLeen too
slow entirely. A progressive native land policy
is imperative in the near future. The natives
and the Native Land Council must bestir them-
selves. There has heen toe much “taihoa.” The
Councils can be utilised in respect to the new
order of things foreshadowed. There must be
nothing approaching compulsion, but by offering
the advantages of settlement on advances to
enable natives te farm: their own land. The
surplus will freely be voluntarily handed over
to be settled under the ordinary law, the pro-
ceeds going to the native gwner,  There s
nothing experimental in the proposals, The
special settlements and farm settlements under
the existing land law are in the case 10 be ap-
plied to the Maaris to put them on their own
land, They are to have advances the same as
Pakeha settlers under the land improvement con-
dition, and in addition to the land they give
security over their surplus lands. (Great cheer
ing.)

The Premier, continuing. repeated that one of
the troubles that beset those desirous of helping
the native race arese from the fact that the lands
held by the natives and their rights therein were
scattered over many blocks, extending over a
distance of hundreds of miles. For instance,
natives living north of Auckland might hold
lands as far south as Otaki, whilst natives in
Whakatane might have an interest in lands at
the Wairaiapa. The amount held by the in-
dividual was too small for any practical purposes,
and there was not sufficient in any one block
for any family to go upon and live on the pro-
ducts thereof. The first thing to do was to
individualise the titles. Alveady 7,000.000 acres
had gene through the Courts, and there was
still 1,000,000 the titles of which had not been
ascertained.  After the titles nad been ascer-
tained there should Le a grouping and exchange,
so that there would Le sufficient by the group-
ing together of different families and hapus for
each to nve. The block would e subdivided
into farms, and the hapus, or families, would
form a Maori settlement, and would then he
grouped together in onc locality, but each having
their separate farm.  Being together owners
would help each other, and the wrench from
the present communul state would not e too
great. This grouping was Impoessible unless there
were means available for the ercction of houses.
improvements and fencing. and the purchase of
stack. Advances must, therefore. Le made, so
us to give the Aaori and his family a chance on
lines similar te Europeans under the lands im-
provement scheme, It was all nonsense to talk
about the Maoris taking up land and going upon
the land. Unlrss they had the ways and means
they were helpless. Under existing conditions
they had to live a eommunal life, so that they
might obtain food. The securily would be taken
upan the land occupied for the advances made,
and further security could be taken upon the
sirplus lands beld by these natives in other
blocks. ¥ach family, or hapu, having been pro-
vided with enongh land for the present, and look-

ing forward te the future, and an increase in
number, the sarplus then would be available for
seltlement. ‘Lhere was a large number of land-
less natives who could be pluced upon these
surpius native lands, the Urown paying for them
to the native ewners a rent equal to 4 per cent.
on the capital values ¢f the land, subject to the
samo laws, conditions and restrictivns as wers
fixed for tenunts upon Crown lands. This would
obviate that which now conduced to communal
living, namely, that a large nuniber of the
natives would not live with their own peocpls
because they had no land of their own from
which to olitain a livelihoed. The balance of the
native lands should Le treated as lund acquired
under the Lands for Settlement Aet—be dealt
with, roaded, and thrown open for settlement
under the ordinary land laws of the colony, The
rents and proceeds, however, instead of heing
paid into the public account, should be paid
into a fund, and the net preceeds year by year
he given direct to the native owners. [Applause.)

In respect to the advances made, they should
Le treated similur to the advances made under
the loans to local bedies, and the amount fixed
for interest to include a sinking fund, say 4 per
cent. for forty-two years, would pay off the
principal, any higher rate of interest to be for a
shorter date. It would be impossible for the
Maoris to live if the whole of the proceeds were
stopped until the amount advanced was paid off,
but by adopting the suggestion of applying the
principle obtaining in respect to loans to local
bodies there would be a margin left for the Maori
owners after paying the interest. There werp
many people who vnthinkingly urged that native
lands should be dealt with without the consent
of the natives, and regardless of the surround-
ing circumstances, and be compulsorily taken
from the narives and be thrown open for settle-
ment under the Lands for Settlement Act. Lvery
owner now under the Lands for Settlement Act
having freehold land is entitled to retain 1000
acres of fivst-class land. or 2000 acres of second-
class land, or three thousand acres of third-class
land.  There are forty thousand acres and fve
million acres. This only gives 125 acres each.
Tt wus true that some natives owned large areas
of native land, and these lands blocked LEuropean
settlement.  The owners, although wealthy in
land, were living in poverty, and would he glad
to be put on a farm, and then they weould cheer-
fully hund over the surplus 1o the Government
to be dealt with, I every native had to bLe
allowed one theusand acres of first-class or two
thousand wcres of sccond-class land. settlement
would not be much advunced. There must be
reasonable terms fair to both races. {Applause.)
The services of the Native Land Councils could
be utilised in adjusting and fixing up the ex-
changes, the grouping of families and hapus,
and advising as to the improvements requived
and details necessary to plant the Maoris upon
their individual farms. Tlustrating the necessity
for further extension, and for the State to help
to put the natives on their individual farms and
lands, there was a striking case in peint.  Some
60.000 acres of land was set apart for landless
natives in the South Island, but not more than
4 per cent. of these lands had Leen occupied hy
natives. the reason being that the natives had
net suffivient 1o provide them with provisions
while they went and felled the bush apd made
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the land fit for occupation. They were w thont
means of their own, and they had no way of
Lorrowing. and so they were practically helpless.
The only way o help and to preserve the native
race was to geb their titles hudividualised; to put
thent on individual fayins. and group the fami-
lies; or, in other words, wy having a group of
farms lelanging te each hapu, so that they could
work together.  What he was suggesting was
an extensen of the present system, and the
experiences of the Native Land Council proved
that their services conld be further utilised. It
had been [ound hnpessible for the Councils to
deal with the native lands unless the lands were
roaded, and practically thrown open on the same
conditions ay at prasent exist in respeet to the
Crown lands of the coleny. There was no good
gvound for anxiety in respeet to the advances
made on the farms for firs: security. or the lang
would he taken. Advances on the surplus lands
could be made, the same heing handed over to
the Government direct.  This wonld enable the
owners te apply ihis meney to improve their
farnms.  The Crown Tand Rauger could see that
the money was so expendsd, and ceould also ad-
vise or direct the natives. In years gone by
the Maerts were good faimers. They must be
hrought back to that oceupation, and thereby
the race wauld be saved. Furopean settlement
would preceed, and the present
{Loud and continued applanse.}

The Premier then left amidst great cheers
from the natives,

I’Iao;gtatistics.

 — ]

friction end.

Beofore giving the figures of the last census we
should like to quote what Professor Keane has
to say ou tho number of the Polynesian population
m the new velumes of the “Encyclopaedin Bri-
tannica,” The Professor has always placed the
Maori Ligh in the standard of humanity, and in
his aspir:ﬁions he voices the hopes of thousands
on the old continents, who. viewing the natural
capabilities of the race, hope for a destiny equal
to. and in companionship with. the Anglo-Saxan.
After speaking of factors which have tended to-
wards the decrease of the Polynesians. he says —
“Most of these abmses have been checled or re-
moved, and the results may perhaps be detected
i a less azeeleraled aresn of decline, which ne
longer proceeds in geowetric  proportion, and
seems even almost arrested in some places, as in
Saumon and New Zealand. If such indeed be the
case. perhaps the noblest of all primitive races
may he saved from extinction; and the Maori,
the Samoans, and Tahitians may. like the Ha-
walians. take their place beside the Furopean
as free citizens of the virious States of which
they are now subjects.”

Now heside this we place a paragraph from the
Inst issue of the New Zealand Year Book, See-
tion X, “The Maori DPemnlation.” which appears
to repudinte on the part of the Government all
resnonsilility for special effort in shaping the
ends which the aaris themselves are rough
hewing, Tt is fram a departmental report of
June 1st. 1901, and is as follows :“The reports
of  enumerators and suh-enameralors  contain
much of interest, Crime does not prevail in

any marked degree. The natives as a whole
are Lecoming iners and more temperate every
year. The drunken orgies that were once com-
mon are in a great measure things of the past.
In several of the reports reference is made to
their adeption of the Furopean style of living;
zome are sheep farmers, others cultivate the land,
while others engage in wvarious forms of re-
munerative labowr,  Bvery year the spread of
setilement brings them inle closer touch with
their Pakeha neighlours, and subjects them to
the influence of Furopean example. Their ulii-
mate destiny must remain a matter of specula-
tion,”

[n his report to the lMealth Department Dr
Porare says on Maorl statistics —When  we
come to deal with the statisties of the Maori
population we find them to be most unsatisfae-
tory, as in a great many instances returns were
nothing but surmises. Nevertheless no one for
a mament can donbt the steady decrease that has
sat in within the last fifty years. The returns
weve nukle by conscientions men, hub frequently
o gead deal of the veturns were mere giess-
wers.  This was due to two reasons: First, le-
causs of the troublous times then exisiing ; and
seconddly, the unrelinble sources of informaticn.
So in caleulating we lave to deal with genera-
Iistions rather than correct figures, The question
natweally arvises as to whether the Maoris ave
inereasing or decreasing.  And bright as are the
hepes held out by the last census of their in-
crease, yet the Maoris have Leen gradually but
sarely decreasing. A casual glance at the at-
tached figures, though at times niere estimates,
will show that the death-wail of the Maori is
onuly too true.  Who has not noticed the gradual
decay, the deserted villages? What Maori living
will not tell you of the numerous inhabitants
that have been?”

In the investigations which have heen nencs-
sary for the production of our paper, we have
been actuated by a strong desire to give the
Government credit for their operatioms touching
the Maorl people, and it has been with extreme
regret that we have fownd so little to commend
itselt to our praise, more especiully in respect
to land transactions and land legislation. It is,
therefore, with pleasure that we interrupt the
threud of the lHealth Officer’s report 1o say that
w believe that the increase in correctness in the
cnameration of the Maori people is solely owing
to the interest taken by ilie Government in the
nutter. and consequent on the money spent by
that Government iu obtaining as true an enumer-
atlon as possible. Since 1878 war and troublous
times liave nob heen a faelor. Again no pre-
vieus Government hes done so much as the
present in checking the spread of disease Ly
specinl inspection and sanitary regulation of the
residence areas of the Maoris; and lustly, the
passing of the Village Councils Act and the ad-
ntiwistration of that Act will. with the improve-
ments antieipated. earn for the present Govern-
ment an undying fane as one which has ear-
nestly attenipted, and we believe with suecess, o
stem the tide of drpopulation and the sinister
mareh of depletion by <ssase, which had sot in
long Lefore its advent to office. Tt is enly wheu
the equipment of the Maori to compete with his
white byother in the struggle for a higher state
of existence and the fulfilment of all the duties
of citizenship Is mooted, that the Government

appears totally wanting in effort. We should
also like to say that we believe there has really
been an increase in the population, though a
small one, although the deaths among the popu-
lation have been very high. Bul where Kuro
pean habits have been thoroughly acquired, as
in the South island, the inerease is very notice-
able, not only in the hali-caste branches, but
alsa i Maorl families, and perhaps mere es-
pecially in those Maori families which have
half-caste Lloed in them, And we think the
colony 15 to be congratulated upon the result of
the mixture of blood. To return to the repart
of the Health Officer:-—"The census has only
licen correctly taken since 1878, and cven then
severa] tribes were not Included, and that is why
vou will find that the returns decrease and in-
creass inan astonishingly contradictory way.
The matter of census can now lLe adjusted with
correct returns by getting the Maori Councils to
do it, which I suggest should be done.”

ESTIMATES AND CENSUS OF THE MAGRI

POPULATION TP TO 180L.

Year, Population.
1858 56,049
1861 55,336
1867 38,640
1871 37,502
1874 45,470
1878 43,595
1881 44,097
1886 41,969
1881 41,993
1886 33,854
1901 .. ... 43,143
INCREASES AND DECREASES.
¥ouar, Increase.  Decrease,
8478 . .. — 1,875
187881 ... .. 802 —
1881-86 ... — 2,128
1886-91 .. 24 —
189126 .. — 2,139
1896-1901 3,288 —

“Thus you will see that since the year 1858 the
death-roll has been 12,906, or an average decrense
of over 280 per yoar. Since the year 1874 the
numbers have been fairly uniform until 1856,
when we find a sudden drop, showing the de-
crease between the years 1868 and 1896 to Le
16,195, av wnich average it would not lLave
taken very loug for the native race to become
extinct.  As most of these early numbers were
only estimates, I have grave doubts in regard
o the number of deaths whick are supposed to
have occurred at thal time. Wars and disease
have Deen accounted as the chief cause, but
mainly disease. With the intreduction of eivils-
ation came destructive discases, which have
proved fatal, and will prove fatal, 111l the natives
have acquired immunity like the Pakelin. The
last census gives the assuring inorease of 3289,
which T hope will now ke maintained, and will
be the commencement of better days.”

With a fairly full knowledge, we have no sym-
pathy with the views in the following para-
graph:—"“The Maori census as taken by the
Government is not sericusly regurded by edu-
cated Maoris. Mr Haone Heke, M.H.RR., told the
Native Trusts’ Commission on Tuesday (the Wel
lington Pust states) that the Government census
was fur from Leing accurate. When the guileful
mnedueated Maori is approached with requests
for informution concerning his relatives, iy
lunds, and his stock, he is struck by the idea
that increased taxation is in view, and he gives
inicroscopical estimates of all he possesses,”
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