THE MAORI RECORD,

of Maoris, whom they wish to equip for battle
in the new order of things which is glving place
to the old. It is asserted that those terms were
written hefore the signatures were aflixed. But
that when the documents were returned to
them from Wellington the terms newly
stuted to be for twenty-one jyears, with a
perpetual right of renewal te the Iuropean
lessee, thus defeating the object the natives had
when, by an act of self-denial, they had defaced
their own immediate interests in favour of their
children, whom they wished to have a gmood
cpportunity of becoming farmers. For their
mode of Jife is the only one open to the Mnaori,
who has no land and no capital, to get that land
improved.,

This matter was brought before the Native
Minister, but not in the House, during last
session of Parliament, and he promised redress
during the recess. We lelieve the right of per-
petual renewal has been deleted from the terms,
but, en the other hand, the lessee has the right
to Lo paid for all improvements at the end of
both the first and second term of twenty-one
vears, and we believe, taking our information
from the public advertisements, that theve is no
limit placed on the amount of improvements with
which the lessee may load the land. In the first
leases issued on the West Coast Settlement Re-
serves, when it was thought that the native
owners had a right of oceupation on the reversion
of thoe lease, the amount of improvements to
which the lessze was restricted was £5 per acre
in value, At the mecting held up the Whanga-
nui River to settle the terms, a more moderate
estimate than that was placed on the value
of the prospective improvements, and though
tho lesseas were not restricred, it was calew-
lated that they would put abont £3 worth per
acve on the land. It was felt that even that
amount wounld stand In the way of the natives
regaining coeupation, We saw a letter written 10
the *Pulce-ki-Hikurangi (Maoii newspaper), pui-
tished at Greytown, dealing with this malter,
and advocating that the Kurepean lessess be
allowed o further term of occupation in ex-
tingnishment of the claim for improvements.

There is another and most important aspect
of this matier, for we are ireating of the deal-
ings with Ohotu as typicul of what will be the
policy over the whole of the lands held in trust
under the Maorl Tands Administration Act. We
allede to the proviston made for native occupa-
Lion, his papakiangn. his town ar village home.
At the meeting above alluded to his attention
was  drawn  to  the fact that  the 1000
Acres set apart for the native village settle-
ment.  out  of the 40.000 acres te De
oceupied by Furopean leaseholders. was quite
unsuituble, being on precipitous river-cliffs. It
way advocated that a block of 8000 acres shoull
ke set apart for native seftlements, and this
was agreed to, Dut when application was made
to the Native Land Court for the rescrvaiion of
this area. the natives were told that the Native
Tand Court has no authority to do this, {hat
ne such partition could be made, and that the
enly way left for the owners of 40,000 acres
to gain a heme and cullivations for themsslves
wonld be to tender for leases in the same Wiy s
Fauropeans had to do.  And the natives are angry
with the Judge, whe prohably has no option. but
is guided entirely by legislation made and pro-
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vided. And so the matler rests. Neither Euro-
pean nor native occupation is sceired, and we
are asked to beleve that the Maori Lands Ad-
ministration Act provides machinery by which
the reputed 5,000,000 acres of waste native lands
may Le brought under beneficial occupation
Agun, the native lands vested in the Maori
Cuuneils for leasing purposes and the setflement,
Loth of Furepeuns and natives. have not the
native title individaalised,  The consequence is,
as it is with administration of the West Coust
Sett'ement Reserves by the Public Trustee, for
fand tavation purposes, the asscssment is made
on the Jarge Dblocks. The hundreds of owners
in these blocks have interests differing in area
and value, some of them swall, By this assess-
ment en bloe there is absolutely no exemption,
such as s enjoyed by Eurepean owners of land
less than £500 in value; the native owner of £5
worth lias to pay.  And e not only bas to pay,
bub has to pay largely, for the assessment heing
made en large bloeks, the wvaluation is an a
high scale.  When last session the natives were
made amenable to the payment of full Toeal rates.
it was thought that as a mere matrer of justice
legislation would ensue to vemove this differentinl
traatnient of the Maord in eomparison with the
Furopean subject. Bub nathing was done. Whilst
making the Maori amenalle to all the punaltics
Hizenship, by what right. except that of the
strang over the weak, do we withhold the enjoy-
ment of full privileges?

Wanted, a Trust.

———

Defore finality can be reached in the dealings
with the remaining lands of tha natives, as well
as those already reserved for them. it iy alizo-

Lately necessiey that o trast shall Lo estalili

hed
which will be fres from inwericrence by Govern-
nrenis whiclh rely on the sulfingos of Furepeans
for their position. and whose chief ond 35 the
increase of selttlement. The Palilie Trast Office is
uot such (rust, os a4 rev
ieai Con
tuted as they are. the Maori Land Councils
are equully open to ahjection for the same and
otiier I

swool ity constiution

and the result of its ngs will show,

s We are supposing that it is the
wish of the prople of the eolimy Lo do absolute
justice to the race we have, in a measure. sup-
el we are
vespensible in providing them with an equip-

planied. ond to whom it 15 acknowl

ment for the battle of life and equal oppomtunity
in the purswit of happiness with their fellow
British subjects of Furopean origin, [v is not
necessary for us to formulate such a scheme of
trust, but for adwnbratien of it we have to
liston, in imagination. to the regrettad tones of
which ¢ slill, It was heard on the
veading of the Wost Coast Seiilemen
Roserves Bl o BilL which, after Lovowming an
Aet, has brought, we hel‘eve. almost irremedinble
wirong to the native owners of between two and
three hundred thousand acres of Crown-granted
Reserves. themselves over 5000 in number.  Nr
Raolleston said, inter alin (sre ansard. Vol 75,
p. 367-8): “In this Bl enormouy power s given
to the Public Trustee. This Bl is an
instance of what is evidently in the I'remier’s

1 volee
soeond

mind--to make the IMublic Trust Office an abso-
lute department. controlled only hy the Trea-
surer, who s 1o he given the power to deal with
neople’s fartunes as seems fit to him. It is a
very dangeveus power, whivh, I think, is in-
tended to Le put i the hands of the Public
Trustee, wha will be ¢

ting alone, e
as e may he coutrolled by the poli

cept so fur

tieal Tl
... My ooawn epinion s that these trusts
ought to be dealt with by a private Bl 1f
the natives could see that theiv reserves were
removed fram outside inteferenze they wou'd
feel that what had taken place in the past would
net take plice pgaie—namelv, that by one Act
after another the pawer of retaining these ro-
serves shonld Le taken aw
is, I thin

them. It
one of the mest melancholy things
to see how provisions, made and paraded befare
the public with respect to the carly setilement
of the countr
loen set

fram

v in regard to native veserves, have
aside.  The whole of this {own is
dotred with lands that were originally absorhed
by Europeans,  That is the position of native
resevves abothis dav, and what I have Dhad 1o
o with regurd Lo these veserves on the Conat

s Bweon to make an attewpi, pe Iy frus-
'

trated by subsequent Tegislation, to plies these

veserves enonoproper feeting fhat woeald secure
them fromn interfored
past. 1
s o thel whon o native prope
hands of the ublic Trusics & shoull ne oo
be capalle of heing dealt with b the General
Legislature. as now proposed. than the properiy
ef o private individual.”  And following My Rol-
keston now  alse departed.
Amer things he said: * . . | The
presemi position s this: The natives had o
means whatever of setting justice. and of et
s
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ciune My Taipua.
ather

Lalr wy
Thelr wrong re

Asowlast resoupec,
recetved  the advice of
Fowvers, placet the case in e Sepreine Conr,
The pesuit of the

the natives,

having

recent deeslation has beon w
distinug min to the matives ; and (he Furopeuns,
firding they did not occapy as strong a pusition
as hitlierto. lave encouraged e framing of the
weasure now befere the House; and 1 oam quite
swre thad, if i had not Leen for the swecess af
the natives in that litieation, no attempt would
have been mude 1o deal out justice to them, In
myoopiwion nogreat deal of the wrong and con-
fusion s to e Tkl at the dear of the Pullio
Trust Oifiee. AL the losses the natives have
brew pub tes and pll the confusion that has
aviseiw. anay be ativibated (o that oitiee, 14 5y
trae the Puldic Trast Office is now preside ] aver
by anether afficer. and that the centleman whae
hatl chiarge of i recently has heen remaved ; bat
i thers any guarantee that the present. head
of the office will not make the same mistales
#s his prodecessor made? Tt is true that the lute
Public Trustee has Been removed. hut the TRO-
Lutions framwed b his office are still i foreo.
Bab T think that the experiment of placing {heze
lands in the hunds of tha Public Trasbor Das
heen tried leng enough, and that we shewld find
sowe other methad of admnnistering them. ]
think we should make a new departure altn
eother.”

And that ds the opinion af U majorily of the
ves  wha representedt by My Taipua
in the They find all the worst appre-
hensions have Dbeen fulfilled, and that

woer:
Haouse,

whilst



