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depart from  Seriptural facts and
mtroduce apocryphal incidents con-
nected with the childhoad of Christ,
These are mostly taken from the
“Mystery  Plays”  which were in
great vogue and much frequented
at Christmas time in the 12{h cen-
tury and later. Just as we remem-
ber and sing sengs out of musical
plays long alter we have forgotten
the play, so these carols remained
after the mystery plavs and play-
crs hud passed out of remembrance,
the words and music gradually be-
ing altered as they were handed
down from generation to genera-
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tion.  Most of the lullabies, like
the “Coventry Caral,” have come
to us in this way. Notice the

rathos and muosical rhythin of these

verses, which were written  down

about 1389, but were prohably com-

posed at a much earlier date -
Refrain:

“Lalley, vou Little tiny Child,

Bye-bye fully, Inllavy.

Lullav, you Tiile tiny Child,

Bye-bye {ully lullay.

O Sisters, toa, kot may we

Lar to preserve this day;

Tl poor yaungling, for wlhom we

shig

Bye bye hdly ulluy?

Herod the King, in his i,

Chargéd he hatl ihis day

His amen of might, in his enon siyhtt

All children voung o slay,

(if)

Or in these:

A maiden wmother neck and
I cradle kept o brave child
That softly slept: she sat and Seaity)
“Lullay, hltoce, Bullay, lloge,

My bairn sleep softhy now.”

The amusing, vet  sametimes
touching dialogues that take place
between Joseph and Mary in their
unusual  scttings, in  the “Cherry

miild,

%
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Tree Carol” {for instance. are also
probably relics of the “AMiracle
Plays.”

s tHhey went a-walking

{n the garden so guy

Mad Mary spicd chierrvies

Hanging  over yon tree.

Mary said to Jascph

it her seocet lips so wiild

“Hluck  these cherries, Foseph,

Far to gice to thy Child”

SO thei” replied Joseph,

IWith words so wnkind,

U will plick wo cherrics

Pov ta give to thy Child™
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Mary said to cherry tree,
“Row down fo my kace
That I may plick cherries
By one, tzeo. and tree”

And so on in the same strain,

"As T sat on a Sunny
{I Saw Three Ships Come
), the “Carol of St. Stephen,” the
“Dilly Bard™ carel,  aldl preserye
lepends descended from the remaote
ptast. The carol of Saint Stephen,
like old paintings of hiblical incid-
ents, 1s a quaint mixture of probable
fact, amichrouism, and the writer's
imagination, clothed in the trappitigs
af the periad in which it was com-
posed, as the following verses will
show - -

Saint Steplien was a clerk

I King Herodes hail.,

And sereed hm of bread and cloth
As ever king befall.

He aut of Fitchen came

Hath boar's head in his hand,

He saw o star was fair and bright
Night over Bethlem siand,

The boar's heod he cast doon
A zeent into the half,

“Ring Hered nowe 1 thee forsake,
Thee and thy werkes all”

Replying to the natural query of
the king by

Jank™
Satling

“Ilack e sieal nor drink

in Kinyg Herodes hatl,

There s o Child in Bethden born

Is better than wee all.

With the result that

They holy Sicphen took

cAnd steaed him b othe way,

cnd therefore is Saimt Stephen’s

et

On Christes own Day.

The “Dilly Bird” carol has vari-
auts 1 most countrics of Furope,
this curious creature heing a mythi-
cal bird that comes once a year at
Christmas time, and is "Never seen
but heard O

Reference must also be made to
the carals of a more spiritual
madure which are sung in vur own
churches to this day, but they necd
no explanation, “The First Nowell”
(the “Golden Carol™, and “God
Rest You Merry Gentlemen™  are
both  preserved for us with  their
traditional music  from  the 16th
Century or carlier, and Luther's
carol and his eradle hymn are, of
course, carly 16th century, but the
music 15 of comparatively  reeent
COMNOsiioN.

LATER CAROLS

TTHE later carols of the 16th and

- 17th century are much more
ciaborate,  and ke many  other
carcfully plavned works, these have
not lived ay long as the simpler
and more spontarcons products of
“the people,”™ which have e eles
ment of tollk song in them. In the
reigns of Henry V1L and his child-
ren, the choir of the Chapel Roxyal
had te sing Christmas carols belore
the sovereign,  This custom gave
rise to elaborate compositiens, the
best of which are those of William
Byrd. bt the ornamented style
that pervaded the music and {itera-
ture  of the [Elizabethan period
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ones had heen added to the reper-
toires of these merry songsters dur-
ing the 18th century, “Hark the
Ilerald Angels Sing,” by Charles
Wesly, for instance.

Come. sing thes (arols old and
new

Ghar mind us of Good (Pheer

OW we have come to modern

times and a modern country,
and the customs of old times and
old countries are dying ont. We
sull sing carols in church in a per-
functory manmer, and a2 few relj-
gious Dbodies, bent on collecting
money, sing a few carols in the
streets just before Christmas, very
badly, and unnoticed by the major-
ity of holiday-makers, Qur child-
ren know no carols, they are taught
none  at  school. They arc not
taught in their homes to respect
such a tradition, because tradition
helongs to the eategory of the Un.
practical, or the Waste-of-time, like
Art, Music, and Literature. Why.
then, do we keep Christmas as a
holiday at all? Why not abserve

the  religious  side hy moing to
Church,  and  then  continue our
practical,  every-day life? Why

teach children to hang their stock-
ings up on Christmas Fve? Why
give presents? 1 e keep up the
wreat old holiday at all, et us do
it so that the Spirit of Christmas
may be welcone when he comes to
New  Zealand,

[ believe he triecd to do 3t once,
He arrived on Christmas [fve, He
didn’t hke the climate much, it was
too warm, bot he would not let
that upset him; he wanted to put
the children in the riglyt frame of
mindl for the advent of Santa
Claus. He persevered, well pleased
with  the  Christmas shoppers  and

the happiness of  the people, until
merry

he canie to a party  of

WHY THEY SERVE A BOAR'S HEAD AT OXFORD

A Studens— of Sueen’s Colleye. being attacked by a
wild boar, saved himself by ramming his volume. of

eAristotles douns thes brast’s throwi.

Ever since

a boar's head has formed pavi~ of the. Christmas feasi.

stifled  shuple forms Like that  of
the carol, and the carols of those
days woere not carols in the popu
lar semse. The  common people,
Lowever, still sang the older and
simpler works, amd kept them in
existence.  Many, no doubt,  were
iost during the uritan ascendancy,
but when this broke up, most of
the old carols reappeared. and the
practice of singing Christmas carols
remained throughot  the 18th  and
19th centuries. Those were the
davs of real “Merry Christmasses.”
when no Christinas  was complete
without its waits and the earols
they sang. Many beautiful new

makers,

singing  and dancing. His
face br

shtened at straing of music,
bul as e came closer he heard
what it was - — JAZZI”

"Odds bodkins ' Can it he possible
that T have mistaken the seison 7
he asked hnnself. “Ts thig just one
of therr many hanlk holidavs after
aliz"

The shock was terribie. He kept
muttering  to himself  the awinl
name of the modern substitute for
Christias carols- - JAZZ — Jazz -
Joze—unnl with 3 shudder and a
sigh he vanished to colder but more
congenial clines,




