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TALKING SHOP
nr" 0 people who are keen on their work, shop is one of the most

enthralling kinds of conversation. And, though it is supposed to be
taboo in general society, there are often fascinating hours to he enjoyed
when some interesting person, a traveller, a good lawyer or what not, can
be induced to entertain with his or her particular shop.

But we’ve all met and been intensely bored by the person whose life
and conversation seem entirely bounded by her job. She can’t talk about
anything else. To have only one interest in life is injurious, and there’s
something wrong here.

It’s wise to try to discover where the mischief lies in a friend of this
type. She may be lonely, with no friends to take her out of herself and
acquaintances only in the same work as her own. She may be overworked,
so that she has time for nothing but her job, and never gets her thoughts
away from it, or it may be too responsible and heavy for her abilities.
In either of these cases, unless something is done, a nervous breakdown
is likely to be the eventual result.

If you feel yourself getting too much into the shop habit, not merely
of talk, but of thought, counteract it by the simple expedient of throwing
yourself into a hobby. The first thing one very successful nerve specialist
does with his patients is to set them to stamp collecting or something of
the kind it’s a significant fact that nervous breakdowns are much the
commonest among those whose only hobby is their work—whose life, in
fact, is one perpetual round of shop.

Cultivate friends whose work is entirely different from yours, and
who are rather bored by the mention of your job. Bead interesting books,
play games, go to hear music and plays. And when you take a holiday,
whether it is a week-end or your summer fortnight, make a resolution not
to utter or think about shop. Even if you’re in the company of fellow-
professionals there are the “number of things” of which Stevenson says
the world is so full to use as topics of interesting and restful conversation.
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Tragic,
Inharmonious
Results

Are often obtained in interior
decorating when the selecting of

Wall-paper
has not been given proper con-
sideration. The main thing is
to select your paper where you
have the proper assortment to
select from, and well-informed
salesmen to assist you—that’s an
advantage you get here. Then,
too, you can select papers here
with the satisfaction of knowing
they will look better when they
are hung
Patterns posted free to any address.
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Hill & Plummer, Ltd.
Wall-paper Specialists,

QUEEN STREET AUCKLAND
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Send For
A Copy of
Hutchinsons ’

New Price List
NEW AND REDUCED PRICES IN ALL DEPTS,

Groceries
Provisions
Teas, Coffee
Confectionery
Crockery
Cutlery
Hardware

“Best qualities at lowest prices” has been
the watchword of Hutchinson Bros. Ltd.
since the business was founded 40 years
ago. The new Price List shows how com-
pletely we cater to every household need
—how well we are able to serve you with
regard to variety, quality and price. Ask
for a free copy of this valuable cata-
logueyou can secure it from any of our
seven Depots, or by writing to P.O. Box
951, Auckland. Its 59 pages are a com-
plete guide to good buying— your
copy right away.
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