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The Dangers of Over-education

It is not advieable to over-sducate
musically.  Too mueh analysis provokes
eriticism, and eriticism in an andience
spoils the atmosphere, it stifles pure en-
Jovment; the object of music iz o give
beauty fo one’s inner life, stimulate emo-
tions that will uplift the thoughts of its
liearers.

Modern musiec does not appeal greafly
to Mur.- Cherniavsky, because he s used
to the Old Masters, and composers of
to-day speak in a different langunage, He
15, however, an admirer of three voung
Brifish composers, Arnold Bax, Jolu Tre-
land, and Benjawmin Dale, all of whom
ave brilliantly gifted men. The English,
he considers, make good composers, be-
cause they are mathematicians. Selentifie
musicians are not good performers. A
performer uceds to be emotional, and
British musie s best played by Rure-
peans, who provide the necessary colour
te make the compositions a suecess. In
fact, ne composer, with perhaps the ex-
ception of Rachmaninotf, who is a won-
derful artist, should play his own works.
e is too infimate with them, disseets
them too much, and usnally plays them
too quickly., The English perform
modernt Frenelh eompositions better than
Freneh people, beeause in this ease the
voolness of the English intellect 18 neces-
sary to counfernct the cmetional element
that is strong in the musie.

A eoneert  artist, Mr.  Cherniavsky
nmaintains, must, Hke his andienee, not he
too analvtieal or dogmatic in mind. IHe
wmst bhe sensitive to the unspoken de-
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mands of the audience, and play his pro-
gramme so that it will appeal to them.
Only in this way can he bring the music
home to them and so attain his udeal of
giving his message. If he tlnnks only
of himself and of what he wants to do
he leaves the audience colbd. He must

play the musie as he feels it at the time.
e cannot have a set styl: for each picce,
nor can he hope to play it as the com-
poser meant; Lie can only express his own
ideas ag indueed by the ecomposer’s music,
FExpression marks in a Beethoven compo-
sition do not really show just Low Beet-
hoven meant it to he done, Tt is useless
to say Bach must be played in a eertain
style.  After all, in the davs when most
af the Old Masters wrote, there probally
was not sueh n high standard of per-
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formance as there is now; such as Liszt
and Paganini were unrivalled at the time,
andl therefore appearcd gigantic figures
m the musical world. There may be
several artists as preat, and some now
greafer.  To-day the average artist is
better mformed musically than of old.
He has more facilities for learning, and
studies techmique more thoroughly. It
must be remembeved that we arve chang-

ing from generation to generation. All
our ideas on Art are changing. We ecan-

not abide by the old standards, or ne
progress would be made. We ave dif-
ferent now, and we play diffevently, so
that we cannot, indeed need not, hope to
play old compositions as they were played
in the days of the older composers. One
often hears of an artist whe is growing
old, “Oh! he has gone back!”  Artists
do not go back as a rule. It is the taste
of the publie which has gone forward,

Axt in Russia

Referring to Russia, Mr. Cherniavsky’s
mative country, he said that the present
Government has made no dilference to
Axty it is still the first thing m Russia.
Artists never starve there; they are well
treated aud cared for, althongh, of conrse,
they are not paid in money. The schools
of musie are very husy, and opera hounses
and coneert halls always well filled.  Se
long as one does not oppose the Govern-
ment in o country one is left alone. TI
one opposes the Government, one is de-
porfed—ifrom New Zealand lo another
country; from Russin—to the next world,
for there is nowhere else that will harbour
unfortunate offenders, —R.5.
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WE SPECIALISE IN

Renovating, Sterilising,
and Cleaning
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RUGS, etc.
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N.Z. Dry Cleaning & Dyeing Co. Ltd.’

1 HOWE STREET, AUCKLAND

Phone 889 (z rings)

EF(L NEEPING

ARE WORTA

AN A AAI A AN AN AAAT AN AAA B AT ABAAAANAAAIETA

T R s R R R T 2 T T R T T s 2 2 T e T A R 2 2 A i I I IR IR

05TLY CARPETS

7NV

!

)

aAAVIATAAIAEAAIATAEARNAENAAN A EAANANAA/AVAY

=

Become a Subscriber.

Fill up a
TO-DAY.

Form

When Writing to Advertisers Please Mention the ‘“Mirror.”

Please pass this
copy on to your

friends.



