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eritivistn than having lived for a while in
A picturesgue town in Belgiom, wml those,
too, who frankly admit that we **don’™t kouw
auvthing ahout arvehitecture, hut we know
what we lile,” " uutil we can see what s in
the architect s mind—uantil the whole wdea
cin be realised, Let us remember that the
design upon which =a much costly printers’
ink his been spilt, was the cholee of many:
choren upon the grounds of its utility and
bBeauty Ly thoxe who, presamably, knew
alat wius regquired and who felt their respon-
sihilities a= wardens of  Avekliond s nrehi-
teetural heaudy.

To he frank, New Zealand haes Lot little
ta pride herself upon in the way of heauti-
ful buildings: this is hut naiural, for the
whole worhl produces in each century bt
few public puildings of note. Men's needs,
in o yonng country, nnpoeally tura fivst,
Trom sheer stark neeessity, to wtility, rather
than to heautye 1t s well to remember
that even the great enthedrals of Rurope
were not the prodoets of  oue man or oue
are—they evolved from the combined poenius
af artists ansd frue eraiftamen (3 then was
ditheult to ddraw g ddistinguishing e be-
tween the twao), working together with but
the one Bdei:s to ereate truth el beauty,
Little dicd  the  mediwval artist-eratisnon
reck of PEstyles. T e worked in truth oand
not in terminelogy.  Had you spoken o
him of - Neo Gothie ™ it would have heen
as ontlamdish o term s Y Nee-Greel '
e was reveptive of  new  idens— -vet his
training was received from s father, who
Lol dmbibed s eratt from his jneestors,

To-duv.  muel study hath teroed us
pedantically maul, ad we ook askiowee on
the mian who attempts oviginglity, unless
his originality is <0 hizarre as to be hevod
the comprehension of ooy normal heine---
then it ix “felever’ and “tmodern.™’

Flowever, you have me astride a pet hohby
horse, s b owoulid jost remind oor amateor
arehitectural  erittes that these  same
medieva L enthedeal=, which appear =0 to
ohsess their mimds, aud which they cansider
the ulttmate peak of soeehiteetnral attain-
ment, beyeid  which wencs ahility eanunt
soarr, were but the expression in material
terms of the mentality of the age in wlhich
they were built. Arehitecture, Tke all tre
art, is rightly dnfluenced by many things:
the mind of the age and the (

viee {pre-war

art o Germany should  have warned  the
world of the Cfrightfulness "' of
cOaltor Y s geogrnphieal  eonditions, mg-
teriad sud, most olnvionsly, elimate eandi-
tions.  Porpetfulness of this may e for-

given, for better and morve highly trained
minds  than  onr Auvcklind  erities wonld
claim to possess have  alrewdy made the
sime mistake, and have perpetnated it in

the psendo-classic  frigiditios with  which
Georgim areliteets  disfigured  England.
Gothic made tomessure by dispirited

Soctalistie libanrers is not the smne anthem
in stone that wos achicved by master-erafts-
nmen inspired by religious motives.  Wem-
hiey, un the defsil he copied ever so closely,
eun never ouite achieve the Taj.
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surdity. The changeable, and, too often
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Mrs, Staples Brown ( Miss Muagyic
Papalowraj. o desecndunt  of o
Maauri Privecss, od jusis the Tiewad-
diress of MNajur Dansey, who mwas
respousible for the corvect setiing
e casbimes it the  Maori
fabileany wnd donecs, Major Pan-
seioax o deseondant o of o greal
Avewn ehicy,
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dour skies of England eall for something
different from that which is so charming
amld right in the Lright sunshine aud genial
wiarmth of Ttaly and so the tale goes on,

Therefore, let us panse before we con-
denm, and, it you will, hesitate before we
even faintheartedly praise: at least, let us
see the finished pleture before we damn the
rongh skoteh.

TOWXN PLANNING

Were this hut al, Auckinnd would possess
ample evidence of its interest in the mother
of the Arts, but public inferest = also keenty
alive to the possibilities of the In'uposvll
Uity Square thut is to grace Aweklowd =
prineipal thoronghtare. This is the larvest
experiment  in Town Ploming  ever at-
tempted in the Duomninton, aud 1 have before
expressed o donbt as to whether we possess
an architeet with o suliiciently experienewd
imagination to adequately  eope with the
seheme. 1t must Le remembered  that we
shalt build not alone for this generation,
but for these to come, aml by their heritage
shall we be judged. L1 is no light vesponsi-
Bility that rests upon the yudges, and we
can only hope that they will e able to hiul
on e scheme that will be o sonree of pride,
rather  than o white  clephant, to
deseendants.

Meanwhile, Aoektaml is woetally deficient
i sports” grounds, amd for the upkeep of
the few poor specimens that exist, bot little
money ennt be found. M owonli indeed bhe o
worthy monnment fo the ability and far-
sightedness of the civie administratior i1
they were to take the nedter in hand, ani
remembering that Aunekland will oue dav
have to find reerestion sprees for fen times
ity present population, make more than ade-
quate provision for not only the present,

our

Tut the futore, whilst land  within eney
veach of the eity can he abtained compara
tively  cheaply: whilst vet {he smushroom

growth of subnrhin allows the apportunity
to be grasped.

In no city
i dthe world, i that vital necessity of
modern  eivilisation, Sport, so badly pru-
vided for as o in the s Queen Citv.’" Thix
is oveproael Alal must he removed—and
the soener it s attempted the casier and
cheaper will be the remedy,

Better o helt of park lamds, thronged QI
wot doo Ahronged)  with healtty voung
citizens obtaining the linest medicine in the
worlil—vigoreins ontldoer exercise—{han the
nost grandiose eivie seheme, T owonld al-
most - that o well-kept recrvention gronnd
is w greater eredit to o eity than a well-
stocked dihvavy, or o gallery of  priceless,
amml umnppreciafed, Old Masters,

A hade yonng eitizen in lanels shonld
he o sonree of greater eredit to o vidy than
the most (lignified, obese alderinam in searlet
and ermine.
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merils of this tewer, which is

A fleree controversy has raged regerding e ortistic
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