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- ' TIHE MOTHER OF TUIE ARTS

L hias, aforetiine, bLeen alleged  ngrninst
Auckland that amongst the eities of New
Zealand she ix the Arel Philistine,  She is,
or s0 lier detrietors assert, like the falr, hut
teail, ladies of History, who sat enthroned
in beauty, yet considered that the Joveliness
s lavishly bestowed upon them by Nuature
exonerated theny from the frouble of eulti-
vating beanty of soul, shown by veal appre-
cintion of the Arts.

Nou longer ean this gibe make loyval Auvek-
landers Hinch: ne Jonger uewd they  lide
dindinished  hends when, haviag nably  and
worthily Ireld their own whilst natural at-
traoctions amd charm of climate were is-
cussed, the conversation turns art-wards.

Anckland s avehitecturally  enthusiastic,
Amuongst her citivens may he numbered
lenst two who have dweit in the shadow
of the Tower of Bruges, and amongst ihem
also 1 Philip of Philistin, who wields &
wittily  seathing  pen o the good  eause,
Philip  may, or may not, he numbered
amongst my  intitmates, for he hides his
anonymity under an enshronding bushel, It
I would vemind him sl a host of others who
lve been so ready both with criticism and
with that faiut praise that is always aseo
viated with profanity, of the okl wise adage
coneerning  the folly of Jlisplaying incem-
plete werk o the hansture and the men
tully deficient. Let us withhold onr Jndg-
ment, hoth those of us who may  possess
even hetter grounds on whieh to found our
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A Swect-vaiced  Singer
Mes, CYRIL TOINSEY
of  Auebland
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LADY GUNSON AND HER
DAUGHTRER MARGARET
A charming  photograple of
Auellawd s popinlar Mayniess,

A SLUH ON OUR GIRLITOOD

I see that the reverend elders of the
Waoinpn Synod, mel in conference together
recently ot Napier, fake o very serious, anid
to my twind, somewhat exnggerated view of
the inereased amount of drinking that, they
sege, is doing ineakenlable nom to our
givks aml young women,  Dul T heliove that
their faets were corveet, 1 would  most
heantily endorse the serious view that they
take of the poxition, but their experience
must be very different from mine.

That o few girls think it is “smart ™ to
he seen drinking too frequent eocktails |
knew is true, and more’s the pity, but thut
the vast nejority are addieted to the cock-
tail mmd fspot T habit [ odo not for o omo-
ment. believe, Many  givls may, on oeci-
rigny of eclebration, mdolge in one not very
vicious, amd eervtamly sueculent, cocktail, or '
possibly one, or maybe fwo, glisses of mild
claret cup: which, by the way, our reverewd
friends appear to view with the =ame Jde
testation ax whisky and more viclous potent
heverages.

Whaolesile cowdemnation of thix nafare is
wwiust, It leads many to believe that the
evil is far more widespremd than it aetoally
ix, nnd ensts n refleetion on the whole of
omr womanhkead, My expericnce of dances,
hoth public and privite, is probably larger
tluin that of the majority of the memboers
uf the Synod, und I have yet to see, in New
Zealand, a girl the woarse for having im-
hibedd tan freely. -
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