15t August 1924

NOTES ON PLAYS
AND PLAYERS

It seems to me a great pity that cos-
tume comedy companies of the “Dandies”
type have outlived {their popularity, and are
now as extinet as the dodo.  This ¢lass of
entertainment had o big following  some
years age, but folks nowadays scem to prefer
a spectacle with an elabornte stage setting
which pleases the eyve te amuse them, rather
than an individual artist i o clean linen
shirt-front.  Whe doesn't remember (lande
Dampier and other comedians of Lis class
who used to make us erv through langhmge
at them?  And this was dene for the main

part without resorting to comedy make-up

or wardrobe.  Not theirs the hag pitnti-
loons or the incarnmdined proboscis: it was

their fine artistry in “delivering the woody,”
as the Amerteans say, which made them such
firm favourites with their audicnces. Theve
are three members of the Gerald Revue Com-
pany at the Auckland Opera House who
were members of the “Dandy™ companios
under  the  management  of  Mr. Edwarl
Branscombe.  They are Mona Thomas, the
divinely tall and divinely hrunctte SOPraNo;
Howard Hall, the basso of goodly propor-
tiens; and Heg. Hawthorne, who aids and
nhets Mr, Gerald on the comedy side. Mre
Howard Hall was alse with the Jack Waller
Company, and visited New  Zealand  with
that combination in 1918, afterwards making
a tour of lwdia,  Miss and Mz,
Hawthorne both connected with the

“Red” Company beaded by Claude Dampier.
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The Australian papers have lately been
making an outery al the hich prices of
admission charged ta hear the Melba Opera
Company, and all sorts of facetions remarks
have appeared in fhe Press about the High
Cost of Opera. One of the dailies gives an
aceount of o penniless man {imaginary, of
course) heing examined i bankruptey, and
tearfully declaring, when asked the reasen

Phloto., by Broma Studios.
The Nelsov Blue Bird Pierrot Trovpe, wlich originated wnder the A
guidence of Mo and Mrs. Jol Hopkins, of 'Dandics'’ fame, to
ns8ist the Marvdi €lras ecelebrations at the beginning of Tust year, and
stace thien has brovght Tanghter and merriment to many peaple, apart
feone e vcery practical gift of £360, whieh has been wsed for charitabile
PHYPOSCS,

The LADIES MIRROR

ol his fuaneial erash
“Able was 1 oere 1
saw (AMDyElbalt Al
first siglt the prices
certainly oo secm
rather huge, but the
expense of an opera
venture of {his zort,
with its larze orches-
fra of over sixty per-

formers,  its well-
trained  and  conse-
gquently  well - paud

chorus, and its im-
niense everbend exes,
generally, cannot be
defrayed by ordinury
rates  of  admission.
For  the  opening
night in Svdney the
dregs  eirele  seats
were sold ot £2 5k,
il eachy and 1he gul-
lery - for the Aelha
seagon renamed “the
upper eirele”—soeats
were rushed iy oen-
thusiasts at €1 3=

cach. Onee the first
night 15 over, how-
ever,  the  manage-
went hias promised

not fo he hard, wmul
m future the prices
will range from one guinea down o the
modest five bob—plus tax.
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Bert Iarvow, the
coinedinn, af

“Mile-a-minute™
present  delighting  awdiences
on the Fuller Clrenit with his quaint witti-
visiis, 18 o keen fisherman, and deelares that
one of his greatest ambitions in life is to
relieve the congestion amongst the finny
denizens of the deep.
Recently, while fish-
ing oft the wharl gl
Devonport, his sport
wax intervupted
rudely by a voiee bee
hied bl saving
peremptority, Can't
fish "cre ! e turned
to behold a diminn.
tve  Counetl  eme-
plovee  wearing  an
ont-size i1 walrus
monstaches, the saind
appendage
mg his

tirely. 1
parvdon”

coneenl-
mouth  on-
beg vour

politely
warmured  Hoarrow,
“Can't o fish Tere!™
snapped Walrus with
mflection.,
from somewhere he-
hind {hat hairy eur-
tain.

TIsIng

dert eonldn’t ve-
sist the opportunity.
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Plhotu tig 808 Lideew, Loeldand and H'('Hl"ny!un.

A charniing study of Miss Ngaive Phipson, whoe ix cery well faown
fo WVellbigrton, ond whe has cecently Joined e Thaaplivey Bishop
Cuspeesiy, o touring the Sonth Ixlond.

L don't
wsked Innoeently.

know:  are  they  deat?  he
But Walrus refused to
be comtforted, so the fisherman had to pack
hiz rod and decamp, vowing inwardly fhat
he would Todge o protest with the Harbour
Board against sueh iniquitous regunlations.
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Betore this appears in print, the Van-
hragh-Boucicanlt combination will have made
their first appeatanec in New Zealand  at
His Majosty's Theatre, Aunckland,  There is
afreat 1 store for all fovers of good acting
and plays with o deeided Buglish afmos-
phere: amd who will not wlmit that, after
suel o lol of Yankee “crook™ dyanm or hed-
revi-and-batl comedy, the Gewws Lighicis
will Be very weleone? o =M Pim Posses
By the part of My Pin s taken by Dion
Boucieaull, and it s o woderful eharacter-
fettton worth zoing miles to see. Trene Vane
hrugh s 4 eraftswoman ol brillianey, and ley
tnaturalness” s deliclons, | have only men-
toned one of the plavs in their reperionne,

but zeveral others besides “Pim,” and all
enally delightful, will he done during the

company’s New Zealamd tour,

We o will he prebably licaring here
=hortly (wateh vour stop, My Compositor!)
Miceszylaw Muenz, a voung Polish planist,
whom the Taits are bringing to Australasis,
The Sydnex Heraid gravely informs me that
“Joand N Tait have
tame in Melhourne,™

now announced the

Is 1t possible that %1 -
notneed” shonld yead @ Prasnonneed™?



