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and spoke an hour. At the conclusion of his remarks, in
which he asserted ¢ when the Republican party had oceasion
to legislate on the tariff, it would do it in aperpendicular way
as it had never done anything of any kind horizontally, and
it had never approached anything horizontally, aud had
never consummated anything hovizontally,” the erowd again
demanded Ingersoll, and tried to drag hiwm out. Again
unsuccessful, Frederick Dounglas was called for, who spoke a
few minutes and sat down. Fou the third time shouts for
Ingersoll echoed and ve-echoed through the Lall, but like
the two previous ealls were unavailing.  The colonel wasi’t
nominating candidates this year to have them refuse Iis
recognition after election.

THE LAST DAYS OF A POSITIVIST,
My last days are cheered by the sensc of hiow much better
my later years Liave been than the carlier; or than in the
earlier 1 ever could have anficipated.  Some of the terrible
faults of my character which religion failed to ameliorate,
and others which superstition bred in me, have given way,
more or less, since L attained a truer point of view ; and the
relief from all burdens, the uprisings of new satisfictions,
and the opening of new clearness, the fresh air of Nature—in
short, after imprisonment in the ghost-peopled eavern of
superstition, have been as favorable to my moral nature as
to intellectual progress and general enjoyment.—Xarrict
Martineau's * Autobiography.”

AN INFIDEL'S PRAYER.

A paper called ‘The Trath’ lLas eoncosted the following
sensational story :— The following incident has jnst heen
related by a minister, whose vevacity will not be questioned
by any one who knows him. It occwrred wider his personal
observation, and hence it is not a story manufactured to
illustrate a point. He has no objection to the use of his
name, nor would he hesitate to give the name of the person
who was most concerned. He is ready alse to furnish the
precise date and locality of an event in the history of a
young man, that speaks in thuunder tones to those who
deliberately wke light of God and of Lis Woerk., This
young man, just entering upon the practice of medicine, hud
become o scofling infidel through the veading of Ingorsolls
wretchied bhooks, and otler vile productions of Lell, e
seized every opportunity to pouar forth a tide of shocking
blasphemy against Christ, and held up the Bible ainong his
companions to coarse and obscene ridicule. At length le
went so far in his desperate wickednress that he uttered a
wilful lie, and perpetrated a monstrous fraud, in crder to
express his contempt for Clwistianity.  He pretended to be
converted, and asked permission at a mecting of the Young
Men’s Christian  Association to confess the Tord Jesus
publicly by teading in prayer. Of course Dis request was
gladly granted, but meanwhile he had prepaved a prayer
addressed to the unknown God. Tt was filled with hosrible
irreverence and shoughtfnily-planned iusult of the Saviour,
Spreading the manuscript before him on a scat, ho kneeled
down, and comuenced to read his ribaldey, wlen his voice
was suddenly hushed, and his body was heard to fall upon
the floor. The yonng men who were present hastened to
him, but found that he was dead, and in unspeakable awe
they carvied forth the corpse, the ghustly palloc of the fiee
and stony stare of the eyes haunting them, as they hove all
that was left of the scoffer to his home.”

[This silly production is of course going the rounds of the
press, and finding believers, just as sueh stories of remak-
able cures performed by swallowing w quack mediciue find
people ready to aceept them. The Minister, theugh nite
ready with Paul to fabricate o lic for the Glory of God, took
care to congeal Lis name.  That was prudent; we ecanuot
press him for the name of the student, of the Young Men's
Cliristian Assoclation, or of the titne and place.  1le was
wiser in his day and geueration than the Rev. Mr. Garlick,
For though he hus  no oljection,” and is “quite ready ” &e.,
we do not know where to find him,  'We presume theve was
ant inquest, and that the jury retwmned a verdiet of ‘died by
the visitation of God.! Why therefore was not the official
account given?  And supposing the story true, the eruclty
of God in inflicting death for an act of larvikinism onght to
make a lhumanitoisn Chreistian ashaeed  of iy dleity,
Human justice would have probubly fnflicted social ostraeism
for a year anil o day. These Christians will persist in
turning their God into a Devil. |

AN EMIGRANT'S DREAM 0OF THE FUTURE.

Adien to the land in slavery bound,
Where thowsamds must toil in despair.

Here ! here in the South a new home we have found,
Where Freedom her banser shall rear.

Here the soil we will till, amd the fruits of the carth
Abundanee to us shall supply.

Here, nov idle, nor wealthy shall howst of their birth
Nor shall toilers, in misery dic,

But when thy own banner shall wave o'er the sen,
Lhey shall call the Australias the land of the free.

Although T have left the green Tsle of the Novidy,

The love of my kindral my Losom still fives.
Its tyrany's power has driven me furth

From the home of my first love, the graves of my sires.
Thou birth-place of Science ! Then land of the brave !

Now howml-winked by priest-crafts, and blotted with erime,
Thy chililren ave ilying afar o'er the wave,

To build them a home in o happicr clime,
A home that In futuve shall glovious be,

Australia Felix, the and of the free,

The soul of the poeb looks afar throueh the mist
That hangs o'er the vista of time.

Tluil spirit prophetic ! hie feels himself ess
Wihen cheered by snch visions sublime.

ITe secs futare vineyards their clusters display,
And the golden-eared corn in the vale,

He mavks future Navies, in peaceful army,
Spread their anils to the favouring eale.

Australia ! AT this hie dreanms of for Lthee,
Future home of tie Arvtizan, Land of the Jree,
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THELAWONTHEODLSERVANCE OF SUNDAY.

The following fetter 1s from Mr. Willlam Cooper 1 —

Sik,—-In referring to Mr. Stout's telegram as to Sunday charges
for admission you appear to doubt the correctness of his opinion,
and to question his ability to arvive at an unliazsed conclusion on
this particular matter, 1t is quite true that Daxter v Langley is
not a parallel case to that of the Rationalist sceiation, but
reither is that of the Dnghton Aquarin, The watter appears to
be one of those peenlinr questions which a contested case can alone
decide.  This of course menns the risk of heavy rezpensilality and
serioas expense, whether the prosecution were successiul or not,
Teeling this, I promired Mr. Superintendent Thomsen that no charge
shoukd be made Iast Sunday, as it wonld have been elearly wrony
to involve the Association so seviously withonut its cxpress sanction,
The whole matter hinges upmi the question whether the old statute,
21 Geo. TH. ¢ 49, is in foree m New Zealand or not. If it
be considerad  applicable to the civcumstances of the colony,” itis
in force heve,  JMr. Stout's opinien 15 that it 15 not o foree; an
cminent legal fivm of this ety have advised that 1ois in force, and
3Ir Williamson, the Crown Solicitor, has apparently come to the
same conciusion.  Lmay state, however, that Judge Johnston and
AMr, W 8. Reid, the Commuissioners appoimted under < The
Revision of Statutes Act, 1870, appear to favour Mr. Stont’s, view,
for in the volume of Imperial Statutes apparently in force in New
Zealand, publishod by the Govermment 1y 18331, the statnte inaqnaee
tion is not includad, Nest Sanday morning the Association will
decide on the course to be taken for the futuwre——I am, &,

Wt Cocrer,

Iidith Simcox, i a letter printed i the *Pall Mail
Gazelle’ on the rights of woman, obscerves: ©» Sirms
show, surcly, that the workers are with us. As Ay,
Conway points out, the thinkers were with us leng ago,
It is o curious guestion, What, then, can block the
way 2 Awd, intrath, it is to be feared that the strength
of the opposition comes from the ranks—alas! still too
numerous—aot those who do nol work very havd and of
those who do not think very profoundly.”
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